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Year  in  review 

Growing  radical-moderate  rift  in  Mideast 
produced  promise  and  peril  for  Israel 


By  Leslie  Susser 
JERUSALEM  (JTA)  - The 

Jewish  year  5767  saw  a widening 
of  the  rift  between  moderates  and 
radicals  in  the  Middle  East,  which 
in  turn  produced  a paradox  for 
Israel:  The  rift  heightened  both  a 
chance  for  peace  between  Israel 
and  the  moderates  and  a threat  of 
war  between  Israel  and  the  radicals. 

The  year  also  saw  dramatic 
developments  in  Israeli  domestic 
politics:  Prime  Minister  Ehud 
Olmert  struggled  to  hold  onto 
power  in  the  wake  of  a scathing 
report  on  his  performance  in  the 
second  Lebanon  war;  former  Prime 
Minister  Ehud  Barak  was  re-elect- 
ed leader  of  the  Labor  Party;  and 
President  Moshe  Katsav  was  forced 
to  resign  over  a sex  scandal. 

The  defining  event  for  Israeli- 
Palestinian  ties  was  the  bitter  Gaza 
Strip  showdown  between  Fatah-led 
moderates  and  Hamas-led  radicals. 
In  a week  of  cruel  fighting  in  June, 
(Continued  on  page  16) 


Hillel 
House 
opens 

By  Michael  Regenstreif 

It  was  a long  time  coming, 
according  to  Jewish  Students’ 
Association  (JSA)  Hillel 
director  Dov  ben-Reuven,  but 
Ottawa’s  Jewish  university 
students  finally  have  a Hillel 
House  to  call  their  own. 

The  house,  at  284  Laurier 
Avenue  East  in  the  historic 
Sandy  Hill  district  near  the 
University  of  Ottawa  campus, 
had  its  grand  opening  late  last 
month,  just  in  time  for  the  new 
school  year. 

In  an  interview  with  The 
Bulletin,  conducted  in  the 
house  as  the  summer-long  reno- 
(Continued  on  page  13) 


Hamas  military  members  ride  a captured  Fatah  armored  personnel  carrier  during  a celebration  rally 
June  15,  2007,  in  Gaza  City.  (Source:  Ismail  Khateb/BPH  IMAGES) 


Conversion  process  contentious  issue 


By  Nicola  Hamer 

Conversion  to  Judaism  is  as  old  as  the  reli- 
gion itself,  but  beyond  the  biblical  period,  it  has 
only  recently  had  an  impact  on  Jewish  life.  That 
being  said,  in  the  past  few  decades,  the  impact  of 
conversion  has  been  significant.  Opinions  on  it 
range  from  viewing  conversion  as  a realistic  way 
to  help  save  the  Jewish  people  from  extinction  to 
the  belief  it  is  actually  one  of  the  primary  threats 
to  the  continued  survival  of  the  religion. 

As  with  most  contentious  issues,  the  truth 


probably  lies  somewhere  in  between. 

In  biblical  times,  conversion  was  common 
and  easy.  All  it  required  was  joining  a Jewish 
household  (through  marriage  or  as  a servant)  or 
merely  deciding  to  be  Jewish.  Nothing  special 
had  to  be  done.  The  convert  simply  had  to  start 
behaving  as  a Jew  and  following  Jewish  law. 

Talmudic  times  saw  the  establishment  of  a 
conversion  process  and  ceremony.  Author 
Lawrence  J.  Epstein  writes  in  his  book  Conver- 
sion to  Judaism  that  most  comments  in  the  Tal- 


mud on  conversion  are  positive,  none  more  so 
than  one  made  by  Rabbi  Johanan,  who  said  God 
exiled  Jews  from  Israel  for  the  express  purpose 
of  increasing  the  number  of  converts.  While  this 
seems  to  be  absurdly  extreme,  Epstein  points  out 
the  converts  must  have  been  viewed  as  very  valu- 
able, to  have  someone  use  their  increase  as  a jus- 
tification for  Jewish  exile. 

However,  with  the  rise  of  Christianity  and 
anti-Semitism  (from  Christians  and  Muslims). 

(Continued  on  page  8) 
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Learning  about  the  Holocaust 

Public  school  teacher  spends  month  in  Israel 


By  Jason  Sherriff 

Patrick  Mascoe  describes 
his  first  trip  to  Israel  to  learn 
about  the  Holocaust  and  the 
Palestinian-lsraeli  conflict 
first-hand,  an  amazing  expe- 
rience. 

Mascoe,  46,  travelled  to 
Israel  for  about  a month  this 
summer  to  attend  lectures  at 
Yad  Vashem  and  to  experi- 
ence the  country. 

A Grade  6 teacher  at 
Charles  H.  Hulse  Public 
School,  Mascoe  was  select- 
ed for  the  Arie  Van  Mansum 
Award  as  well  as  the  Golden 
Apple  Award  for  Education 
for  his  work  in  bridging  the 
gap  between  Jewish  stu- 
dents of  Hillel  Academy  and 
the  Muslim  students  of 
CHPS. 

For  his  efforts,  Yad 
Vashem  offered  him  a schol- 
arship in  the  spring  to  take 
pari  in  an  international  semi- 
nar in  Israel. 

“To  me  there  was  no  neg- 
ative side  to  going,”,  says 
Mascoe.  “As  far  as  the  edu- 
cation, learning  about  anti- 
Semitism,  the  Holocaust  and 


the  Second  World  War  was 
incredible.  We  had  about  four 
lectures  a day.  I couldn’t  have 
learned  more,  and  1 couldn’t 
have  learned  it  from  better 
people.” 

One  of  the  highlights  of 
his  trip  involved  an  “eye- 
opening"  trip  to  the  West 
Bank  to  Bethlehem  with 
eight  other  Yad  Vashem  stu- 
dents. 

“I’m  a Christian,  so  1 
wanted  to  go  to  Bethlehem. 

“You  hear  so  much  about 
the  Palestinian-lsraeli  con- 
flict, I don't  think  it’s  really 
fair  if  you  only  hear  it  from 
one  side,”  he  says. 

Explaining  that  while 
others  thought  he  was  crazy 
for  going  to  Bethlehem,  he 
wasn’t  worried,  and  even  had 
a great  meal  and  an  uplifting 
conversation  with  a man  in 
the  city,  who  said,  “Jews  and 
Arabs,  we  should  be  able  to 
live  side  by  side.” 

Despite  the  man’s  good 
intentions  and  kind  words, 
the  posters  of  suicide 
bombers  and  anti-Semitic 
graffiti  littering  the  walls 


Patrick  Mascoe  stands  in  front  of  a security  wall  in  the 
Jewish  neighbourhood  of  Gilo,  near  Jerusalem. 


outside  conveyed  a conflict- 
ing message  between  peace 
and  hatred. 

During  his  trip,  Mascoe 
also  enjoyed  a number  of 


THIS  YEAR,  I PROMISE  TO... 


• GET  POLITICALLY  ENGAGED  • 


tours  to  various  sites  found  in 
the  Bible. 

“We  were  in  Nazareth,  we 
were  at  the  Sea  of  Galilee," 
he  says.  “It’s  like  the  Bible 
has  just  come  to  life  for  me.  1 
read  the  Bible  and  I [see]  all 
these  places  I’ve  been  to 
now." 

Mascoe  also  mentions 
seeing  a famous  film  in  a dif- 
ferent light  while  in  Israel. 

“I  got  to  see  Schindler's 
List  with  some  of  his  Jews," 
he  says,  “and  I went  to  Mount 
Zion  and  saw  Oskar 
Schindler’s  grave. 

Mascoe  says  he  even  met 
one  lady  who  pulled  him 
aside  and  showed  pictures  of 
Schindler  and  told  him  sto- 
ries about  the  German  who 
saved  over  a thousand  Jews 
in  the  Second  World  War. 

One  of  the  first  things  that 
shocked  Mascoe  about  Israel 
was  the  level  of  security. 

“You  see  guns  every- 
where. You  see  young  kids 


carrying  machine  guns 
everywhere,”  he  says,  “wear- 
ing jeans  and  crocs  and 
T-shirts,  but  always  on  alert. 
It  was  kind  of  crazy,  but 
within  two  days  you’re  used 
to  it,  and  it’s  no  big  deal.  It’s 
a different  mindset,  a differ- 
ent mentality.” 

The  trip  to  Israel  provided 
Mascoe  with  an  opportunity 
to  discover  more  ways  to 
expand  his  teaching  at 
CHPS.  One  of  the  biggest 
and  most  challenging  pro- 
grams he  has  involves  teach- 
% his  class,  consisting  pre- 

dominantly of  Muslims, 
about  the  Holocaust. 

Mascoe  chose  to  teach  stu- 
dents about  the  Holocaust  not 
only  because  it  is  the  “most 
documented  genocide  in  the 
history  of  the  world,"  but  also 
because  “Jews  happen  to  be  a 
group  of  people  [Muslims] 
generally  don’t  like,  or  are  [at 
least]  convinced  they  don’t 
like.  You  have  to  fight  that 
negative  stereotype  and  that 
negative  education  they’re 
getting,  to  give  them  an  edu- 
cation that’s  a little  more 
uplifting  and  ...  correct. 

“One  of  the  things  I really 
try  to  stress  is  the  Righteous 
Among  the  Nations,”  he  says, 
referring  to  non-Jews  who 
risked  their  lives  to  save  Jews 
during  the  Holocaust. 

“Holocaust  education  can 
be  such  a downer  obviously. 
You  show  them  how  bad  the 
world  can  be.  but  it  doesn't 
have  to  be  this  way  because 
there  were  people  that  stood 
up,”  he  says. 

“If  you  had  more  people 
stand  up  against  this  kind  of 
racism  and  intolerance,  geno- 
cide wouldn’t  happen.  That’s 
the  message  I’m  always  try- 
ing to  present.” 

During  his  trip,  Mascoe 
decided  to  ask  the  professors 
and  members  of  Yad  Vashem 
if  there  were  any  Muslims 


who  were  Righteous  Among 
the  Nations.  Although  they 
couldn't  think  of  any  offhand, 
Mascoe  discovered  there  is  at 
least  one  Muslim  family  who 
has  dedicated  themselves  to 
helping  Jews,  and  says  he 
plans  to  tell  his  students  in 
order  to  get  their  attention. 

“You  can’t  just  teach 
[Muslim  students]  the  bad 
stuff,”  he  says.  “You  need  to 
show  them  an  example  of 
someone  who  did  the  right 
thing.  It  shows  Muslims  don’t 
have  to  dislike  Jews.  They 
valued  them  for  their  charac- 
ter and  didn’t  really  care  what 
their  religion  was.  They  val- 
ued them  as  people.” 

As  a way  of  relating  to  his 
students,  Mascoe  sometimes 
asks  them  if  they  like  actor- 
comedian  Adam  Sandler. 

“They  say  'Yeah,  he’s 
funny’  and  [when]  I tell  them 
he’s  Jewish,"  he  says,  “all  of  a 
sudden  that  just  throws  off 
the  whole  ‘we  hate  Jews’ 
thing.” 

Mascoe  says  he  hopes  to 
not  only  continue  with  his 
program  but  to  expand  it 
beyond  his  school. 

“My  ultimate  goal  is  to 
see  others  get  involved.  It 
doesn’t  even  have  to  focus 
solely  on  Muslims  and  Jews. 
It  is  important  to  open  the 
lines  of  communication  be- 
tween all  people.” 

Mascoe,  who  is  currently 
in  the  process  of  trying  to 
adopt  a child  with  his  wife, 
says  he  will  promote  his 
teaching  program  as  long  as 
he  can. 

“If  they  get  me  in  front  of 
the  United  Nations  speaking, 
I’ll  do  that.  I’ll  just  keep  yap- 
ping along  until  no  one  cares 
any  more  or  until  it’s  no 
longer  a story  because  Mus- 
lims and  Jews  are  getting 
along.  It  could  happen;  you 
need  to  think  big.  I'm  think- 
ing big.” 
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The  story  of  a gentile  who  wants  to  marry  a Jewish  girl... 
so  he'll  never  have  to  make  another  decision. 


written  by  BRYAN  FOGEL  and  SAM  WOLFSON 
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New  congregation  in  St.  Petersburg,  Russia 


Yuri  and  Tatyana  Podolny  with  their  19-year-old  daughter,  Dina,  and  10-day-old 
daughter  Eva,  at  her  baby  naming  during  the  Sha’arei  Shalom  dedication  ceremony. 


By  Matt  Siegel 

ST.  * PETERSBURG, 
RUSSIA  (JTA)  - When 
Rabbi  Stas  Wojciechowicz 
blows  the  shofar  this  Rosh 
Hashanah,  its  distinctive 
sound  won’t  just  be  ringing 
in  a new  year,  it  will  be  ush- 
ering in  a new  era  for  the 
Progressive  movement  in 
the  former  Soviet  Union. 

By  the  end  of  the  secular 
year,  he  hopes  to  be  holding 
services  in  St.  Petersburg’s 
Sha'arci  Shalom  Syna- 
gogue, the  movement’s  first 
community-owned  syna- 
gogue among  some  21  Pro- 
gressive congregations  in 
Russia. 

For  Wojciechowicz,  that 
day  can’t  come  soon 
enough. 

“As  soon  as  you  have 
your  own  space,  you  are  a 
king,”  said  the  30-year-old 
rabbi,  newly  arrived  in  St. 


Petersburg  after  his  recent 
ordination  from  Hebrew 
Union  College  in  Jerusalem. 

Indeed,  for  the  former 
Soviet  Unions  languishing 
Reform  movement,  a syna- 
gogue fit  for  a king  would 
be  a welcome  addition,  and 
a kingly  shul  is  just  what 
they  will  be  getting. 

OROSIR,  the  Russian 
branch  of  the  World  Union 
for  Progressive  Judaism, 
purchased  the  prime  down- 
town space,  an  apartment 
building  constructed  in  Stal- 
in’s time  for  Soviet  naval 
admirals. 

The  funds  were  donated 
by  the  West  London  Syna- 
gogue, where  the  communi- 
ty's recently  departed  Rabbi 
Michael  Farbman  once 
spent  five  years  as  assistant 
rabbi. 

Farbman  left  Russia  in 
June  for  a new  posting  in  the 


United  States,  but  the  com- 
munity he  built  is  moving 
ahead  at  full  steam  to  get  the 
building  up  and  running. 

A high-profile  dedication 
ceremony  was  held  on  June 
8,  attended  by  Israeli  and 
local  dignitaries. 

The  5,000-square-metre 
facility  will  include  a chil- 
dren’s centre  decked  out 
with  plasma  screen  televi- 
sions, a day  school  and  a 
youth  club,  illustrating  just 
how  much  importance 
Sha’arei  Shalom  places  on 
adding  young  congregants 
to  its  flagging  rolls. 

“It’s  very  important,” 
said  Wojciechowicz,  “that 
the  children  have  a place 
that  they  feel  is  their  own.” 

Sha’arei  Shalom’s  execu- 
tive director,  Yuri  Podolny, 
told  JTA  the  plan  is  first  to 
open  the  second  floor,  which 
houses  the  kindergarten,  fol- 
lowed shortly  thereafter  by 
the  remaining  areas. 

Until  that  time,  the  con- 
gregation will  continue 
meeting  in  its  current  loca- 
tion - an  office  space  at 
Yesod,  the  city’s  new  Jewish 


community  centre  operated 
by  the  American  Jewish 
Joint  Distribution  Commit- 
tee. 

A native  of  Uzbekistan 
who  made  aliyah  along  with 
his  mother  in  his  early  teens, 
Wojciechowicz  was  effusive 
about  the  benefits  the  com- 
munity has  enjoyed  during 
its  time  in  Yesod,  chief 
among  them  the  increased 
foot  traffic  and  the  high 
quality  of  the  building’s 
facilities. 

He  complained,  however, 
about  the  cumbersome 
bureaucratic  process  in- 
volved in  requesting  rooms 
for  events,  and  expressed 
security  concerns,  especial- 
ly ensuring  that  their  Torahs 
are  kept  safe. 

Wojciechowicz  hopes  the 
months  the  congregation 
spent  at  Yesod  will  translate 
into  greater  attendance 
when  they  move  into  their 
new  space. 

On  a recent  Friday 
evening,  the  room  was 
packed  for  Shabbat  services, 
with  an  eclectic  group  of  at 
least  45  people  - an  impres- 
sive number  for  any  syna- 
gogue in  the  former  Soviet 
Union,  where  it’s  usually  a 


struggle  to  bring  in  bodies 
on  Shabbat. 

Reform  leaders  and 
members  of  the  city’s  Pro- 
gressive community  hope 
the  new  synagogue  and  its 
passionate  young  rabbi  will 
portend  a sea  change  for 
post-Soviet  Jewry. 


Studies  have  shown  most 
post-Soviet  Jews  are  pro- 
foundly secular,  owing  to 
the  long-term  effects  of 
communism’s  state- 

enforced  atheism.  But  the 
Reform  movement  has,  for 
many  reasons,  struggled  to 
gain  a foothold  in  a region 
dominated  by  Chabad. 

Sha’arei  Shalom  has  only 
about  300  congregants,  out 
of  the  estimated  70,000  to 
100,000  Jews  in  Russia’s 
second  largest  city.  The 
main  goal  in  building  the 
new  synagogue  is  to 
increase  that  number. 

Wojciechowicz  and  oth- 
ers have  big  plans,  including 
a Limmud,  or  intensive 
study  seminar,  for  Russian 
children.  Whether  all  their 
plans  will  come  to  fruition  is 
impossible  to  know,  but  his 
eyes  shine  brightly  when  he 
talks  about  the  future  for 
Judaism  here. 

“People  here  are  grasp- 
ing for  God,”  said  Woj- 
ciechowicz. “They  want  to 
get  to  him,  but  they  don’t 
know  the  way.” 


ASSOCIATION  SfePHARADE  D'OTTAWA 
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In  Appreciation 


With  a full  heart  and  gratitude  to  Hashem,  my 
husband  Sam  and  1 thank  our  dear  family  and 
friends  for  your  many  cards,  letters,  donations  to 
various  charities,  emails  and  phone  calls  during 
my  recent  illness.  Your  support  and  encourage- 
ment were  a great  help  to  me.  We  wish  all  of  You 
and  Your  Families  a Happy  and  Healthy  New 
Year.  Dora  and  Sam  Litwack 
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Larry  King  keynote  speaker 
at  Negev  Dinner  honouring 
Ottawa  Citizen  publisher 


By  Cynthia 
Nyman  Engel 

The  2007  JNF  Negev 
Dinner,  honouring  Citizen 
Publisher  Jim  Orban  and 
featuring  CNN  talk-show 
host  Larry  King  as  keynote 
speaker,  promises  to  be  a 
spectacular  evening.  The 
event  is  scheduled  to  take 
place  on  Thursday,  October 
25,  at  the  Ottawa  Congress 
Centre,  55  Colonel  By 
Drive. 

“We’re  delighted  that 
Jim  Orban  agreed  to  accept 
the  honour  JNF  Ottawa 
wishes  to  bestow  on  him,” 
said  John  Greenberg,  presi- 
dent, Ottawa  chapter  of  the 
JNF.  “He  is  most  deserving 
of  the  tribute. 

“Jim  has  chosen  as  his 
project  the  first  Residential 
Village  for  Autistic  Young 
Adults  to  be  built  in  Beer- 
sheba,”  he  said.  “Approxi- 
mately one  in  143  Israeli 
newborns  is  autistic  and  the 
care,  education  and  support 
required  to  raise  these  chil- 
dren put  an  incredible  strain 
on  their  families.  The  pro- 
ceeds of  the  2007  Negev 
Dinner  will  be  directed  to 
establishing  the  village.” 

In  addition  to  its  tradi- 
tional land  development 
work,  Jewish  National  Fund 
has  always  given  top  priori- 
ty to  building  projects  that 
help  Israelis  live  as  ‘nor- 
mal’ a life  as  possible. 

In  creating  the  Village 
for  Autistic  Young  Adults, 
JNF  will  partner  with  the 
Israeli  Society  for  Autistic 


Jim  Orban 


Children  and  will  help  the 
most  vulnerable  members 
of  society. 

The  village  will  house 
six  residential  buildings, 
each  containing  about  eight 
apartment  units.  There  will 
be  dining,  recreational  and 
other  facilities  that  will 
enable  the  young  adults  to 
live  in  a highly  supervised 
but  family-like  environment 
promoting  independence 
and  safety.  JNF  will  prepare 
the  infrastructure  for  this 
remarkable  project,  as  well 
as  all  the  landscaping  and 
outdoor  facilities  of  the 
community. 

“Jim  has  been  a devoted 
friend  and  ardent  supporter 
of  the  Ottawa  and  Canadian 
Jewish  communities  and  of 
the  State  of  Israel,"  said 
Stephen  Victor,  last  year’s 
honouree. 

“He  is  being  honoured  in 
recognition  of  his  commit- 
ment to  many  charitable 
causes  in  Ottawa  and 
throughout  Canada,  and  in 


Larry  King 


including  enhancing  the 
quality  of  the  Ottawa  Citi- 
zen on  behalf  of  Canwest 
Victor  said. 

Keynote  speaker  Larry 
King,  who  recently  cele- 
brated his  50th  year  in 
broadcasting,  is  renowned 
worldwide  for  his  scintillat- 
ing nightly  show  with  its 
mix  of  celebrity  interviews, 
political  debates  and  topical 
discussions.  The  broadcast- 
ing icon  has  conducted 
more  than  50,000  inter- 
views in  his  long  career. 
Before  broadcasting  to  an 
international  audience,  the 
award-winning  journalist 
was  a popular  media  per- 
sonality in  Miami. 

“Due  to  his  demanding 
schedule,  Larry  King  is 
very  selective  about  accept- 
ing speaking  engagements," 
said  Greenberg.  “We  are 
happy,  indeed,  that  he 
agreed  to  speak  at  this  JNF 
evening  honouring  fellow 
journalist  Jim  Orban.” 

For  information  about 


Agudath  Israel  Congregation 

Presents  An  All  New 

Teen  Study  Program 

All  students  in  Grades  9 and  10  are  invited 
to  participate  in  the  following  exciting  classes: 

Topics  in  Holocaust  Studies 
with  Morah  Liz  Petigorsky 

And 

Current  Events 

with  Professor  Gerry  Cammy 

Featuring: 

Fall  and  Winter  Sessions 
8 classes  per  session 
No  tests  or  assignments 
Wednesday  evenings,  7:00-9:00 

For  further  information 
regarding  registration  and  fees, 
please  call 

Agudath  Israel  Congregation 
613-728-3501 


/ 

THE  BESS  AND  MOE  GREENBERG  FAMILY 

Hillel  Lodge 

OTTAWA  JEWISH  HOME  FOR  THE  AGED 

THE  JOSEPH  AND  INEZ  ZELIKOVITZ 
LONG  TERM  CARE  CENTRE 

Hungry?  Take  a friend  out  for  lunch  at  the 

Sobcov  Cafe 

at  Hillel  Lodge 

We’re  open 

Monday-Thursday  1 1 am-  2:30  pm 
Friday  1 1 am  - 1 :30  pm 
(Closed  Saturday,  Sunday,  Jewish  and  statutory  holidays) 

We  offer  good  value,  tasty  food  and  a friendly  atmosphere. 

Try  our  soups,  salads,  sandwiches,  wraps, 
muffins  and  specials. 

Enjoy  your  lunch  and  then  browse 
our  beautiful  Auxiliary  Gift  Shoppe! 

All  proceeds  go  toward  supporting  the  Residents. 

Help  us  to  enhance  their  quality  of  life! 

\ y 
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Adopt  an 

Rosh  Hashanah  is  the  time  of  year  when 
we  take  stock  of  our  life  experiences  over  the 
past  year  and  the  challenges  and  goals  we  set 
for  ourselves  for  the  year  to  come.  This  year, 
as  chair  of  the  Federation,  I have  reflected  on 
the  abovementioned  from  a community  per- 
spective, admiring  our  community’s  many 
accomplishments  and  planning  for  the  con- 
siderable work  yet  to  be  done. 

Last  February,  we  held  our  first-ever 
community  symposium.  Ninety  people  rep- 
resenting virtually  all  beneficiary  agencies 
and  Jewish  institutions  in  Ottawa  came 
together  over  a two-and-half-day  period.  All 
participants,  including  major  donors  and 
individuals  who  have  encountered  difficul- 
ties in  making  a connection  with  the  com- 
munity, came  together  to  share  ideas  and 
concerns  about  how  to  build  a viable,  sus- 
tainable, interactive  and  inclusive  Jewish 
community  with  strong  Jewish  values. 

The  symposium  brought  to  light  many 
issues  within  our  community,  but  in  particu- 
lar, it  clarified  and  heightened  our  commu- 
nity’s need  to  be  more  inclusive  and  in  tune 
with  a younger  generation. 

So  how  do  we  create  programs,  develop 


unaffiliated  family  during  the  holiday 


initiatives  and  establish  institutions  that 
bring  together  our  many  divergent  groups 
who  share  a cultural  heritage? 

In  May.  I had  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
Rabbi  Shlomo  Riskin,  the  American 
founder  of  the  Lincoln  Square  Synagogue  in 
New  York  City,  Rabbi  of  the  Israeli  city  of 
Efrat,  and  founder  and  dean  of  the  Ohr 
Torah  Stone  Institutions,  a network  of  high 
schools,  colleges  and  graduate  programs  in 
both  the  United  States  and  Israel. 

Rabbi  Riskin,  who  belongs  to  Modern 
Orthodox  stream  of  Judaism,  had  a dream 
nearly  20  years  ago,  to  inspire  a new  move- 
ment of  Jewish  leadership  that  would  success- 
fully synthesize  commitment  to  Jewish  way 
of  life  with  the  needs  of  contemporary  West- 
ern society.  His  goal  was  to  work  to  unify 


world  Jewry  by  promoting  a Judaism  based 
on  tolerance,  openness  and  inclusiveness. 

Rabbi  Riskin  gave  us  his  impressions  of 
our  community.  He  shared  his  insights  on 
some  of  the  innovative  and  highly  success- 
ful programs  he  has  spearheaded  in  Israel; 
programs  that  help  foster  and  strengthen 
Jewish  identity. 

Several  of  Rabbi  Riskin's  programs  are 
focused  around  the  Jewish  holidays.  On 
Erev  Yom  Kippur,  he  conducts  discussion 
groups  where  people  come  and  share  their 
feelings  and  experiences  about  Yom  Kippur. 
Rabbi  Riskin’s  programs  take  place  in  over 
80  community  centres  in  Israel,  are  open  to 
anyone  regardless  of  religious  affiliation 
and  conducted  by  rabbis  trained  in  Riskin's 
Ohr  Torah  Stone  Institute.  Last  year  more 
than  90,000  secular  Israelis  participated  in 
these  meaningful  programs  to  talk  about 
their  heritage. 

This  type  of  programming  could  serve  as 
a starting  point  for  creating  opportunities 
and  experiences  for  Jews  to  get  together  to 
discuss  universal  Jewish  themes  with  one 
another  in  an  informal  and  relaxed  manner. 

During  the  symposium  Rabbi  Reuven 


Bulka  suggested  each  one  of  us  adopts  an 
unaffiliated  Jewish  family  and  introduce 
them  to  how  we  celebrate  our  Jewish  her- 
itage. In  fact,  Brain  Bregman,  director  of 
Torah  High  and  NCSY,  will  be  holding  dis- 
cussion groups  with  teens  and  university 
students  during  the  High  Holidays  at 
Machzikei  Hadas. 

I think  Rabbi  Bulka  and  Rabbi  Riskin 
are  on  the  right  track.  Why  not  make  room 
at  your  Rosh  Hashanah  table  for  an  unaffili- 
ated family  in  our  community,  or  build  a 
Succcah  for  family  and  friends  to  share  sto- 
ries of  our  heritage;  or  simply  get  together 
with  family  and  friends  to  talk  about  how 
your  parents,  grandparents  and  great  grand- 
parents celebrated  the  high  holidays. 

As  symposium  guest  speaker  Rabbi 
Avaraham  Infeld  said,  “We  are  all  mish- 
pocha  (family).” 

As  Jews  we  share  in  a similar  experi- 
ence, from  different  facets  of  faith,  yet  we 
are  all  joined  together  in  a common  whole. 
Let’s  continue  to  build  our  community 
based  on  that  ideal. 

Aviva  and  myself  would  like  to  wish  you 
all  a happy,  healthy  and  sweet  New  Year. 


Days  of  Awe  challenge  us 


The  Hebrew  month  of  Elul  has  begun.  In 
a few  short  weeks,  most  of  our  community 
will  be  celebrating  the  Yamim  Noraim,  the 
sacred  days  of  awe. 

As  we  prepare  ourselves  for  the  "big 
event,"  it  is  not  too  long  ago  that  some  of  us 
prepared  for  a different  kind  of  major  event. 
July  21.  2007  will  live  on  in  the  minds  of 
nearly  12  million  people  as  the  day  the  sev- 
enth volume  of  the  Harry  Potter  series  was 
unveiled.  The  New  York  Times  reviewed  a 
stolen  copy  of  the  book  and  pronounced  it  a 
literary  masterpiece.  The  publisher  threat- 
ened to  sue  the  Times  with  the  same  venom 
that  accompanied  the  publication  of  the  Pen- 
tagon Papers  30  years  earlier. 

I am  not  too  embarrassed  to  announce  1 
anxiously  waited  with  many  others  to  receive 
my  copy  and  discover  if  Harry  survived 
approximately  700  pages.  I waited  with 
anticipation  to  discover  what  would  be  the 
words  J.K.  Rowling  used  to  end  the  saga  of 
Harry  Potter. 

It  took  me  nearly  two  days  to  finish  the 
book.  1 had  avoided  all  reviews  and  all  text 
messages  as  1 wanted  to  have  the  final 
moments  revealed  to  me  by  the  author,  not 
someone  else.  When  1 came  to  the  last  three 
words,  it  dawned  on  me  J.K.  Rowling  had 
written  a very  religious  story. 

It  was  not  her  use  of  the  term  “chosen 
one”  that  moved  me  to  consider  her  books  to 
be  of  a religious  nature.  It  was  not  simply 
the  long  arduous  struggle  between  good  and 
evil  that  characterized  the  religious  thrust  of 
the  seven  volumes.  No,  it  was  that,  through- 
out each  book.  Harry  and  his  friends  and 
their  adversaries  are  presented  with  the 
essential  religious  dilemma:  how,  in  the  face 
of  adversity,  can  one  continue  to  believe  in 


From  the 
pulpit 


Rabbi  Steven 
Garten 


Temple  Israel 


something  greater  than  oneself? 

The  Harry  Potter  books  are  ostensibly 
children’s  books,  but  the  issue  of  belief  is 
not  solely  a children’s  concern,  it  is  the  con- 
cern of  us  all. 

Those  who  have  read  the  books  know 
Harry’s  only  living  relative  dies  in  book  five 
and  his  mentor.  Dumbledore,  dies  in  book 
six.  It  would  have  been  expected  and  under- 
standable if  Harry,  the  now  lonely,  burdened 
teenager,  retreated  into  his  shell  and 
announced  he  was  unable  to  finish  the  task 
assigned  him. 

We  all  know  so  many  individuals  who, 
when  faced  with  life’s  unfairness,  rail  against 
belief  and  withdraw  from  the  world  of  reli- 
gion. But  Harry  does  neither.  Instead,  he 
picks  himself  up  and  continues  to  struggle, 
still  believing,  even  as  he  fights  the  forces  of 
evil. 

In  Chapter  34  of  book  seven,  Harry 
walks  back  into  the  magic  forest  for  what  he 
thinks  will  be  the  last  time.  He  enters  that 
forest  with  a resignation  bom  of  a choice. 

The  story  places  Harry  in  a situation  that 
appears  to  leave  him  no  choice  but  to  die  if 
he  wants  to  defeat  Voldemort. 

Yet,  in  spite  of  the  odds  against  his  suc- 
ceeding, he  makes  a choice  for  life;  for  good, 
for  what  is  ethical,  and  for  what  is  best  for 
those  who  love  him.  All  around  him  individ- 


to make  the  right  choices 


uals  make  other  choices.  Some  will  choose 
to  fight  evil,  knowing  death  is  a likely  con- 
sequence, and  some  will  choose  the  side  of 
evil,  understanding  their  choice  denies  them 
any  hope  of  redemption. 

Is  it  not  true  that  all  of  us  have  walked 
into  the  forest,  sensing  a choice  awaits  us?  It 
is  far  too  simple  to  relegate  Harry's  story  to 
the  shelves  of  magic  and  children’s  fairy 
tales.  His  tales  are  the  tales  of  all  religious 
heroes.  Did  Abraham  not  take  a lonely  walk 
of  faith  and  make  a choice  to  believe?  Was 
his  choice  to  believe  not  rewarded? 

“I  set  before  you  life  and  death,  choose 
life  that  you  may  live.”  These  words  were 
not  written  by  J.K. Rowling,  they  are  words 
of  Torah.  They  are  words  that  have  been 
read  by  far  more  individuals  than  those  who 


have  read  Harry  Potter,  and  they  may  be  read 
long  after  Harry  is  relegated  to  the  library 

shelves. 

They  are  the  words  that  will  be  the  foun- 
dation of  our  Yontuf  experience.  These  words 
challenge  us  all  to  make  choices,  to  choose 
to  believe  even  when  there  is  no  magic,  to 
believe  when  there  are  no  wands,  to  believe 
when  there  are  no  wizards  or  witches.  Yet, 
like  Harry,  the  believers  are  rewarded,  not 
with  royalties,  but  with  life  that  echoes  the 
last  words  of  the  Potter  saga,  “All  was  well.” 

High  Holy  days  are  about  making  choic- 
es. Every  choice  has  consequences,  but  the 
choice  to  believe  in  our  tradition,  to  believe 
in  our  people,  to  believe  in  our  God,  is  a 
choice  that  leads  to  a life  in  which  “all  is 
well.”  Shana  Tova. 
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An  inclusive  community;  your  input  is  welcome 


When  I first  became  editor  of  the  Bul- 
letin, people  would  jokingly  express  their 
condolences  and  wish  me  luck  dealing 
with  the  thin-skinned  people  I would 
inevitably  upset. 

Some  warned  how  unfriendly  and 
unwelcoming  the  community  was  to  peo- 
ple who  hadn’t  been  part  of  the  Ottawa 
Jewish  landscape  for  at  least  a generation 
or  two.  Others  said  don’t  expect  to  run 
any  news  stories  that  are  at  all  controver- 
sial or  would  upset  the  powers-that-be. 

Boy,  were  they  wrong. 

On  a personal  level,  the  outpouring  of 
good  wishes  and  support  from  my  bosses, 
co-workers  and  members  of  the  communi- 
ty have  been  heartening  and  very  much 
appreciated  as  I face  a rather  difficult 
medical  future.  It  gives  me  strength  and 
hope. 

To  this  day,  I remain  amazed  by  the 
passion  and  caring  of  the  many  volunteers 
I have  met  who  work  long  hours  to  make 
this  a better  community  and  welcoming  to 
all. 

On  a professional  level,  I found  once 
you  explain  your  reasoning  to  those  so- 
called  "thin-skinned”  people  - surprise  - 
most  of  them  understand. 

As  well,  running  controversial  news 
stories  or  articles  on  individuals  who 
aren’t  exactly  in  the  mainstream  hasn’t 
been  a problem.  In  fact,  it  has  made  for  a 


better  newspaper. 

I never  really  understood  the  jibe  about 
this  being  an  unfriendly  community,  espe- 
cially when  you  consider  that,  for  more 
than  a year  now,  the  Federation  and  com- 
munity organizations  have  been  working 
on  ways  to  reach  the  unaffiliated  and 
those  who,  for  whatever  reason,  feel  dis- 
connected. i 

And  given  what  I know  about  this  com- 
munity, I was  not  particularly  surprised  to 
see  individuals  from  all  walks  of  life  with 
different  political,  social  and  religious 
beliefs  sit  down  and  in  a calm  respectful 
way  discuss  how  to  make  the  community 
a more  inclusive  place  as  they  did  during 
the  symposium  on  the  future  of  the 
Ottawa  Jewish  community. 

At  that  event,  out-of-town  guest  speak- 
ers marvelled  at  how  well  the  community 
got  along.  It  seems,  where  they  come 
from,  having  secular,  unaffiliated  and  reli- 
gious and  not-so  religious  Jews  of  all 
stripes  sitting  down  together  to  work  on 


making  a better  community  is  unusual,  to 
say  the  least. 

Our  attitude  of  inclusiveness  may  be 
just  what  saves  us.  By  being  welcoming 
and  working  with  others,  regardless  of 
their  religious  observance  or  stance  on 
certain  issues,  by  reaching  out  to  the 
younger  generation  and  those  whose  part- 
ners are  another  religion,  we  will  not  only 
grow  our  community  but  will  strengthen  it 
as  well. 

We  do  this  by  being  non-judgmental 
and  running  events  that  speak  to  them,  be 
it  a religious  or  secular  program.  We  also 
need  to  follow  through,  not  just  on  col- 
lecting names,  but  by  being  welcoming 
when  we  meet  new  people  and  letting 
them  know  of  future  events  that  may  inter- 
est them. 

These  are  exciting  times.  Over  the  next 
few  months,  decisions  will  be  made  and 
some  of  the  recommendations  from  the 
symposium  will  be  implemented.  The 
Federation  has  already  begun  the  process 
of  outreach  by  funding  organizations 
involved  in  programs  to  the  unaffiliated. 

The  Bulletin  will  continue  to  cover 
these  important  stories.  We  plan  to  speak 
with  organizations  involved  with  out- 
reach and  to  some  of  the  people  they  are 
trying  to  reach  to  see  how  the  initiative  is 
working.  We  will  keep  you  up  to  date  on 
the  choices  the  community  makes  post- 


symposium and  explain  what  they  will 
mean. 

The  Ottawa  Jewish  community  is 
diverse  and,  over  the  last  number  of  years, 
the  Bulletin  has  made  a concerted  effort  to 
try  to  reflect  this  in  the  stories  we  write. 
Our  overarching  goal  is  to  build  commu- 
nity by  having  all  of  us  talk  to  each  other 
through  the  Bulletin. 

And  we  mean  all  of  us.  Including  the 
ones  we  sometimes  disagree  with.  If  it  is 
news  we  feel  the  community  should  know, 
it  will  be  covered  by  the  Bulletin. 

With  that  in  mind,  we  have  beefed  up 
both  our  local  and  international  coverage. 
Michael  Regenstreif,  our  new  assistant- 
editor,  began  working  part  time  in  August 
and  has  now  joined  the  Bulletin  full  time. 
He  can  be  reached  at  613-798-4696,  ext. 

3 1 0 or  mregenstreiJ@ottawajewishbul- 
letin.com.  In  addition,  the  Bulletin  will 
now  carry  stories  from  JTA,  the  news  ser- 
vice of  the  Jewish  people. 

We  want  your  input  to  your  community 
newspaper.  If  you  have  a story  idea, 
please  let  us  know.  And  for  those  who  are 
not  regular  subscribers,  please  join  us  in 
helping  build  the  community  by  subscrib- 
ing. See  page  40  for  details. 

On  behalf  of  the  staff  and  advisory 
board  of  the  Bulletin,  I would  like  to  wish 
you  all  a Shana  Tova.  May  the  New  Year 
bring  peace,  health  and  happiness  to  all. 


Voyage  to  Vilkaviskis  Lithuania  - part  1 


July  1995.  The  road  from  Kaunas,  in 
central  Lithuania,  to  Vilkaviskis,  a town 
near  the  western  border  with  Russia,  looks 
like  Vermont.  Pastoral  farmland,  dairy 
cows,  woods  of  birch  and  pine. 

Inside  tiny  grocery  stores  in  the  church- 
villages  dotting  the  road,  old  women  sit 
behind  large  wooden  abacuses.  Back  in 
Vilnius,  Lithuania’s  capital,  counter-women 
will  calculate  your  bill  on  the  ancient  con- 
traption, then  punch  the  total  onto  the  dis- 
play of  a gleaming  new  electronic  cash  reg- 
ister to  show  what  you  owe. 

This  incongruity  spills  out  onto  the 
sidewalks.  Older  Lithuanians  remember  the 
statue  of  Lenin  that  stood  until  recently  in 
Vilnius’s  main  square.  Many  still  dress  in 
drab  Soviet  costume.  The  young  wear 
T-shirts  or  smart-looking  suits.  They  fre- 
quent bars  and  cafes  that  wouldn’t  look  out 
of  place  in  Manhattan.  They  speak  English. 

One  of  these  twentysomcthings  - a 
pony-tailed  Vilnius  entrepreneur  - runs  an 
agency  for  foreign  tourists.  He  arranged  for 
a car,  a driver  and  a tour  guide  to  meet  my 
wife  and  me  in  Kaunas,  and  take  us  to 
Vilkaviskis.  Our  guide  is  Chayim,  a Holo- 
caust survivor’s  son.  As  we  left  the  agency 
to  catch  a bus  to  Kaunas,  the  young  entre- 
preneur said  Chayim  would  identify  him- 
self at  the  Kaunas  bus  stop  by  waving  “a 
Jewish  flag  ...  I hope  it’s  not  too  big." 


Alan  Echenberg 


Chayim  met  us  with  a small  Israeli  flag 
in  his  hand.  He  is  fiftyish,  short  and  gre- 
garious. An  engineer  by  training,  he  makes 
a living  teaching  Hebrew  and  showing 
tourists  the  historical  Jewish  sites  of  west- 
ern Lithuania. 

Of  about  6,000  Jews  living  in  Lithuania 
in  1995,  5,000  are  in  Vilnius  - or  Vilna  - 
and  most  of  the  rest  in  Kaunas  - or  Kovno 
- the  second-largest  city.  With  100,000 
Jewish  residents  before  the  Second  World 
War,  Vilna  was  once  dubbed  the  Jerusalem 
of  Lithuania.  Of  the  96  synagogues  that 
once  stood  there,  only  one  remains. 

In  Vilkaviskis,  where  we’re  headed, 
Chayim  says  the  only  remaining  Jewish 
family  emigrated  about  five  years  ago. 

We’re  not  sure  what  to  expect  in  Vilka- 
viskis, burned  to  die  ground  by  the  Nazis 
and  rebuilt  after  the  war.  It  is  almost 
impossible  to  get  my  wife’s  father  - who 
was  born  there  in  1917  and  escaped  to 
England  several  years  before  the  Holocaust 


- to  talk  much  about  it.  It  is  especially  dif- 
ficult now,  as  dementia  rapidly  extinguish- 
es his  remaining  memories. 

In  1995,  Lithuania  is  palpably  in  the 
afterglow  of  sudden  freedom.  After 
decades  of  Soviet  oppression,  its  native 
language,  culture,  and  politics  are  newly 
predominant.  The  monuments  and  Lithuan- 
ian-language  plaques  are  new  and  shiny. 

But  this  shininess  illuminates  some 
ugly,  once-hidden  historical  truths.  Infor- 
mation about  what  happened  to  the  Jews 
here  is  freely  available,  but  it’s  hard  to  tell 
if  Lithuanians  pay  much  heed  as  they  exor- 
cise 50  years  of  their  own  subjugation. 

You  wonder  what  its  teachers  think  of 
the  kindergarten  that  stands  on  the  former 
spot  of  the  Great  Synagogue  of  Vilna, 
destroyed  by  the  Nazis  and  paved  over  by 
the  Soviets.  You  wonder  what  workers 
think  as  they  climb  up  to  the  trade-union 
building  on  steps  built  out  of  old  Jewish 
gravestones. 

You  wonder  about  the  implication  in  the 
voice  of  the  young  guy  from  the  tourist 
agency  as  he  spoke  to  a colleague  in 
Lithuanian  and  used  the  word  “Zydu”  - 
Jew  - to  describe  Chayim. 

Do  young  people  know  what  happened 
to  the  Zydus  here? 

In  Vilkaviskis,  the  liquidation  of  the 
Jewish  community  was  a model  of  Nazi 


efficiency.  It  was  accomplished  in  just 
a few  months  in  1941,  after  Germany 
inVaded. 

Throughout  Lithuania,  the  Nazis  also 
had  willing  local  help.  In  Kovno,  for 
instance,  the  slaughter  began  with  a well- 
documented  incident  in  the  yard  of  a gas 
station.  A 25-year-old  Lithuanian  stood  in 
the  middle  of  a cheering  crowd,  holding  a 
large  iron  bar  as  thick  as  his  arm.  One  by 
one,  Jewish  men  were  brought  before  him. 
As  mothers  lifted  their  children  for  a better 
view  and  as  German  soldiers  snapped  pho- 
tos. the  “dealer  of  death”  murdered  dozens 
of  Jews  with  repeated  blows  to  the  head. 

In  one  photograph  of  the  incident,  hang- 
ing in  a Vilna  museum,  the  killer  stands  in 
the  foreground  and  stares  defiantly  into  the 
camera.  When  I saw  that  photo,  I wondered 
how  many  young  Lithuanians  have  looked 
into  those  eyes  and  confronted  this  past. 

No  doubt  the  Nazis  oversaw  the  brutal 
treatment  of  Lithuania's  Jews,  but  as  my 
father-in-law  has  said,  the  Jews  of  Lithua- 
nia - including  most  of  his  family  - were 
slaughtered  in  Lithuania.  There  were  few 
deportations  and  few  obstacles  here  to  the 
Nazis'  Final  Solution. 

(to  be  continued  in  the  next  issue) 

Alan  Echenberg  is  TVOntario's 
Parliamentary  bureau  chief. 
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JEWISH  RELIGIOUS  OBSERVANCES 
2007-2008 

In  an  attempt  to  communicate  and  promote  better  education  in  the  public 
domain,  we  have  sent  a listing  of  important  Jewish  Holy  Days  for  the  school 
calendar  year,  2007-2008  to  all  schools  in  the  Ottawa-Carleton  District  School 
Board.  We  hope  this  will  serve  as  a guide  and  help  prevent  timetabling 
conflicts. 

Below  find  a copy  of  the  relevant  dates. 

Should  you  encounter  a problem,  please  bring  the  situation  to  the  attention 
of  your  school  council  or  principal,  if  the  problem  is  not  resolved,  please  call 
us  at  798-4696,  ext.  255  or  e-mail  us  at  fgreenspoon@jewishottawa.com. 

0 All  holy  days  begin  the  preceding  sundown  $ 

ROSH  HASHANAH 


YOM  KIPPUR 
SUKKOT 


PASSOVER 


Thursday,  September  13,  2007 
Friday,  September  14,  2007 

Saturday,  September  22,  2007 

Thursday,  September  27,  2007 
Friday,  September  28,  2007 
Thursday,  October  4,  2007 
Friday,  October  5,  2007 

Sunday,  April  20,  2008 
Monday,  April  21,  2008 
Saturday,  April  26,  2008 
Monday,  April  27,  2008 

Monday,  June  9,  2008 
Tuesday,  June  10,  2008 


Conversion:  Who  is  a Jew? 


COMMUNITY  MISSION  TO  ISRAEL  / ADULT  MARCH 
OF  THE  LIVING  APRIL  28  - MAY  11,  2008 


Join  thousands  of  people  from  around  the  world 
for  an  experience  that  will  last  a lifetime 

In  Poland,  the  March  of  the  Living  takes  place  on  Holocaust 
Remembrance  Day,  when  thousands  march  together  the 
3-kilometre  distance  separating  Auschwitz  from  Birkenau. 

In  Israel,  participants  will  celebrate  the  60th  anniversay  of  Israel  on 
Independence  Day  together  with  Jews  from  Israel  and  all  parts  of  the  world. 

You  could  be  one  of  the  900  Canadians  privileged  to  take  part  in  this  event! 


OTTAWA  ADULT 
INFORMATION  SESSION 

Thursday,  September  20, 2007 
Soloway  JCC,  7:00  PM  - Social  Hall  A 

For  further  information  contact 
Carolene  Preap  at  613.798.4694  ext.  232 
or  cpreap@iewishottawa.com 


The  March  of  the  Living  is  subsidized  by  the  Annual 
Campaign  of  the  JFO  and  UIA  Federations  Canada 


www.marchoftheliving.org  — 


Live  Generously.® 


IT  DOES  A WORLD  OF  GOOD 


(Continued  from  page  1) 
the  Jewish  view  of  conversion 
became  less  positive.  Proselytizing 
and  forced  conversions  were  funda- 
mentally un-Jewish  and  cast  a nega- 
tive light  on  conversion  in  general. 

Further,  with  the  rise  of  anti- 
Semitism,  conversion  to  Judaism 
became  increasingly  dangerous, 
both  to  converts  and  the  community 
accepting  them.  Those  expressing  a 
desire  to  convert  were  understand- 
ably viewed  by  rabbis  with  great 
suspicion. 

Given  that  anyone  converting  to 
Judaism  would  have  to  give  up  fam- 
ily completely  and  live  in  relative 
isolation  with  a persecuted  commu- 
nity, and  risking  death  to  do  so.  it 
isn't  surprising  Jewish  cohversiofris 
were  few  and  far  between  in  this 
period. 

This  essentially  remained  the 
status  quo  until  after  the  Second  World  War, 
when  Jews  began  to  really  integrate  into 
mainstream  society.  With  integration,  we  see 
the  beginnings  of  the  trend  to  convert  to 
marry  someone  Jewish,  but  also  greater  con- 
versions of  gentiles  who  were  otherwise 
unconnected  to  the  religion. 

That’s  when  things  got  complicated. 

The  problem  stems  from  the  question:  who 
is  a Jew?  The  process  of  conversion  itself  isn’t 
really  that  difficult.  The  prospective  converts 
must  go  in  front  of  a beit  din  - a court  made 
up  of  three  judges.  If  male,  he  must  be  cir- 
cumcised (and  if  he  is  already  circumcised,  a 
ritual  drop  of  blood  must  be  drawn).  Converts 
must  be  informed  of  the  mitzvot,  and  accept 
and  agree  to  abide  by  Jewish  law.  Finally,  they 
must  be  immersed  in  the  mikvah. 

Those  are  the  basics.  Of  course,  most 
hopeful  converts  are  put  through  a course  of 
study  that  varies  depending  on  who  is  con- 
verting them,  and  must  demonstrate  to  the  beit 
din  a satisfactory  understanding  and  knowl- 
edge of  Jewish  life,  holidays  and  traditions. 

The  difficulty  arises  between  the  differing 
branches  of  Judaism  and  how  they  interpret 
these  fundamental  requirements. 

For  the  Orthodox,  Jewish  law  and  practice 
have  remained  unchanged  and  cannot  be 
changed.  These  are  the  words  of  God  and  it  is 
not  the  job  of  humans  to  second-guess  them. 
Therefore,  someone  wishing  to  convert  must 
accept  the  laws  and  do  his  or  her  best  to  fol- 
low all  of  them. 

The  other  large  Jewish  streams  - Reform, 
Conservatives  and  Reconstruction  - are  more 
liberal  to  differing  degrees,  as  they  all  consid- 
er Jewish  law  (halacha)  to  be  more  flexible 
than  the  Orthodox  do.  From  the  Orthodox 
point-of-view,  anyone  converting  in  these 
movements  has  not  been  instructed  properly 
and  has  not  truly  accepted  God's  law.  The 
conversion  isn’t  valid. 

Of  course,  to  further  complicate  the  issue, 
the  different  streams  within  Orthodoxy  don’t 
necessarily  agree  with  each  other s interpreta- 
tion of  halacha  and  won’t  always  accept  each 
other’s  conversions.  The  most  extreme  case  of 


The  entry  to  the  Naomi  Bulka  Community  Mikvah 


this  involves  the  Chief  Rabbinate  of  Israel, 
which  currently  accepts  no  conversion  done 
in  North  America  as  legitimate,  including 
those  performed  by  Orthodox  rabbis.  (In  con- 
trast, the  Israeli  government  grants  all  Jews 
by  choice  the  right  of  return.) 

So,  who  is  a Jew?  That  entirely  depends  on 
who  you  ask. 

The  truth  is,  it  wouldn’t  really  matter  so 
much  if  it  weren’t  for  the  problem  - many  call 
it  a crisis  - of  a dwindling  number  of  Jews, 
primarily  through  intermarriage.  The  latest 
statistics  show  that  when  a Jew  marries  a non- 
Jew,  only  about  30  per  cent  of  their  children 
consider  themselves  Jewish. 

While  everyone’s  preferred  response  to 
this  would  be  to  have  Jews  simply  choose  to 
marry  other  Jews,  it  is  not  a realistic  solution 
in  today’s  world.  The  libera!  response  is  out- 
reach. By  welcoming  the  non-Jewish  partner 
into  synagogue  life,  they  hope  to  encourage 
the  non-Jewish  partner  towards  conversion,  or 
at  least  that  any  children  will  be  raised  in  a 
more  actively  Jewish  home. 

For  the  Orthodox,  of  course,  this  is  an 
invalid  response,  and  there  are  some  Ortho- 
dox rabbis  who  won't  even  convert  someone 
for  the  sake  of  marriage,  as  it  casts  doubt 
upon  the  potential  convert’s  sincerity. 

Marriage  is  still  the  primary  reason  for 
conversion,  but,  as  we  will  explore  in  the  next 
Bulletin,  there  are  many  other  motivations  for 
choosing  to  become  Jewish.  And  readers 
might  be  surprised  to  discover  that  even  when 
people  convert  for  marriage,  many  believe 
Judaism  was  always  their  destiny  and  meeting 
the  Jewish  partner  just  made  their  path  a little 
smoother. 

In  October's  Bulletin , we  will  take  a look  at 
the  community  response  to  conversion.  The 
Torah  instructs  us  to  “love  the  stranger  (‘ger’  - 
also  the  word  for  convert),  for  you  were 
strangers  in  the  land  of  Egypt.”  (Deut.  10:18- 
1 9)  But  there  are  still  those  who  have  not  quite 
shaken  off  the  legacy  of  hundreds  of  years  of 
suspicions  about  a gentile’s  desire  to  join  the 
Jewish  people.  How  welcoming  is  our  commu- 
nity towards  those  who  choose  to  be  Jewish? 
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A History  of  the  Negev  Dinner 

In  1948,  with  the  creation  of  the  State  of  Israel,  a new  form 
of  Canadian  communal  expression  in  support  of  Jewish  Nation- 
al Fund  came  into  being.  It  was  called  the  “Negev  Dinner”  which 
was  created  to  honour  outstanding  communal  leaders  and  signif- 
icant events  in  Jewish  life  and,  in  so  doing,  gathered  support  for 
development  of  the  Negev  Desert  which  constituted  some  60  per 
cent  of  the  land  area  in  the  newly  formed  Jewish  State. 

The  first  Negev  Dinner  in  Canada  was  held  in  1948  hosted  in 
honour  of  the  newly  formed  State  of  Israel  and  was  sponsored  by 
Jewish  National  Fund  of  Toronto.  Proceeds  from  these  early 
Negev  Dinners  were  initially  directed  towards  the  Negev;  how- 
ever, as  needs  in  Israel  grew,  other  priorities  were  added. 

JNF  Canada  sponsors  Negev  Dinners  and  Negev  Galas  from 
coast  to  coast  and  the  proceeds  are  devoted  to  major  projects 
throughout  Israel.  This  year,  Negev  Dinners  and  Galas  took  place 
in  Barrie,  Vancouver,  Edmonton,  Calgary,  Winnipeg,  London, 
Windsor  Hamilton,  Montreal  and  in  the  fall  will  take  place  in 
Ottawa  and  in  Toronto.  These  events  represent  a continuing  ral- 
lying point  for  JNF  community-wide  support  across  Canada. 
Negev  Dinners  provide  a prestigious  forum  for  honouring  com- 
munity leaders  and  those  who  have  made  outstanding  contribu- 
tions on  behalf  of  the  Jewish  State. 


JNF  Ottawa  2007  Negev  Dinner 
Thursday,  October  25,  Ottawa  Congress  Centre. 
Honouree:  Jim  Orban  , Publisher,  The  Ottawa  Citizen 
Keynote  Speaker:  Larry  King 


Will  You  Win  the  JCC  Membership? 

Hand  in  a Blue  Box,  or  two,  or  three  containing  a minimum 
of  $36.  Each  gives  you  a chance  to  win  a JCC  membership. 
There’s  still  time!  Draw;  end  September/early  October. 


JNF  60th  Anniversary  Mission  to  Israel 
May  4-15,  2008 

See  with  your  own  eyes  what  you  feel  in  your  heart. 
All-Inclusive  Luxury  Package. 

First  Class  Accommodations.  $4995  edn  per  person  double 
occupancy.  Flight  departs  Toronto  via  EL  AL. 

Watch  future  Bulletins  for  details. 

For  information  right  now,  call  the  JNF  office 
at  613.798.2411 


Sefer  Bar/Bat  Mitzvah  Inscriptions 

Glenna  Tapper  by  her  proud  parents  Lisa  and  Lawrence  Tapper. 

Golden  Book  Inscriptions 

On  the  occasion  of  her  Bat  Mitzvah,  Ariela  Vardit  Ravek  has 
been  inscribed  in  the  Golden  Book  by  her  proud  Bubby  and 
Zaida,  Gladys  and  John  Greenberg; 

On  the  occasion  of  her  Bat  Mitzvah.  Glenna  Tapper  has  been 
inscribed  in  the  Golden  Book  by  her  proud  Bubby  Bessie  Cohen. 

On  a daily  basis  you  can  plant 
trees  for  all  occasions.  An 
attractive  card  is  sent  to  the 
recipient.  To  order,  call  the  JNF 
office  (798-24 1 1). 


Ottawa  granny  group  to  march 
in  solidarity  with  African  grannies 
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By  Jason  Sherriff 

Imagine  you  live  in  poverty.  Imag- 
ine you  must  take  care  of  children 
from  all  over  the  community  whose 
parents  were  killed  by  an  HIV/AIDS 
pandemic.  Now  imagine  there  are  13 
million  other  children  in  the  same  sit- 
uation, all  needing  care.  For  African 
grandmothers,  no  imagination  is  nec- 
essary; this  plight  is  real,  and  Ottawa’s 
granny  groups  are  doing  their  part  to 
help  with  a Solidarity  March  on  Sep- 
tember 8. 

Designed  to  raise  awareness  of  the 
terrible  situation  African  children  face, 
and  how  grandmothers  often  take  care 
of  more  than  a dozen  orphans  at  a 
time,  the  Solidarity  March  will  begin 
with  a gathering  at  City  Hall  before 
heading  to  Parliament  Hill  to  voice  the 
concerns  of  the  granny  groups. 

The  granny  groups  are  part  of  the 
Grandmothers  to  Grandmothers  cam- 
paign, initiated  by  the  Stephen  Lewis 
Foundation  last  year.  According  to 
Peggy  Edwards,  one  of  the  founders  of 
Ottawa-based  One  World  Grannies, 
the  campaign  has  grown  from  less 
than  30  granny  groups  to  encompass 
about  160  groups  across  Canada  and 
abroad. 

Although  the  group  is  part  of  the 
solidarity  march  to  raise  public  and 
government  awareness  of  the  situation 
of  African  grandmothers,  Edwards  is 
quick  to  point  out  that  One  World 
Grannies  is  not  the  only  Ottawa-based 
granny  group. 


There  is  a large  network  in  the 
Ottawa-Gatineau  region,’’  she  says,  “of 
15  groups.  We  are  just  one  group.” 
Edwards,  who  co-founded  One 
World  Grannies  with  Mary  Jane 
Sterne  last  year,  says  she  was  aware  of 
the  dire  situation  in  Africa  well  before 
the  SLF  had  a conference,  the  Grand- 
mothers Gathering,  in  which  nearly 
100  African  grandmothers  met  with 
200  Canadian  grandmothers  to 
describe  their  challenges. 

“It  changed  my  life,”  says  Edwards, 
grandmother  of  10.  “When  you  meet 
someone  who  actually  has  to  go 
[through  this],  doing  nothing  is  not  an 
option.” 

Marcia  Manne,  a member  of  the 
Ottawa  Jewish  community  for  about 
35  years,  says  the  grandmothers’  con- 
ference opened  her  eyes  to  this  “very 
important  cause. 

“I  have  five  grandchildren,”  she 
says,  “and  [the  African  grandmothers’ 
situation]  really  touched  my  heart." 

Manne,  who  says  she  had  been 
thinking  about  Africa  for  a long  rime, 
decided  to  do  her  part  and  contribute 
to  One  World  Grannies,  since  it  was  a 
“great  opportunity"  for  her  to  help 
change  the  situation  in  Africa. 

With  the  Solidarity  March,  Manne 
hopes  people  will  start  to  realize  how 
large  the  problem  in  Africa  is,  and 
hopes  people  of  all  ages  will  support 
their  cause. 

“I  really  hope  the  march  will  put 
this  more  in  the  spotlight,”  she  says. 
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Remember  all  the  things  you  wanted  to  do  when  you 
used  to  race  the  clock...  entertain  friends,  read  a good 
book  or  take  an  art  class.  At  Central  Park  Lodges,  we 
do  the  work,  so  you  can  have  leisure  time...  just 
imagine  six  days  of  Saturdays. 


CENTRAL  PARK  LODGES 

RETIREMENT  RESIDENCES 

"n/ancma  O&veA 


2374  Carling  Ave. 

2370  Carling  Ave. 

(613)  8207333 

www.retirementresidences.com 


“so  people  are  more  aware  of  the 
plight  of  the  African  grandmothers  in 
dealing  with  children  after  their  own 
children  have  died.” 

One  World  Grannies,  which  con- 
sists of  about  24  members,  including  a 
number  from  the  Jewish  community, 
likes  its  members  to  be  active. 

“We  don’t  want  people  to  play  a 
passive  role,”  says  Manne.  “We  all 
want  to  try  and  do  as  much  as  possi- 
ble.” 

Although  One  World  Grannies  has 
monthly  meetings  and  is  pursuing  a 
number  of  methods  of  fundraising, 
including  selling  jewelry,  Manne  says 
most  people  don’t  know  about  Africa's 
situation. 

“When  I tell  people  I'm  involved 
with  this,  they  haven’t  heard  of  it.  I 
think  the  main  thing  is  to  get  some 
light  focused  on  this,”  she  says. 

“Over  the  years,  I’ve  heard  so  much 
about  the  terrible  tilings  that  go  on  in 
Africa,”  says  Manne,  who  notes  that 
her  husband  is  from  South  Africa, 
where  HIV/AIDS  is  at  its  worst.  "I  fee  1 
what’s  happening  in  Africa  is  the  most 
terrible  thing." 

She  explains  that  education  for  the 
children  in  Africa  costs  money  most 
people  don’t  have. 

“Most  of  the  grandmothers  have  no 
means  to  really  support  the  grandchil- 
dren,” she  says.  “As  grandmothers,  we 
can  imagine  how  terrible  that  would 
be.  Hearing  about  that,  it  just  really  hit 
home.” 
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Start  your  New  Year  with  the  most  meaningful  and  inspiring 


that  will  leave  you  feeling  enriched,  connected,  and  uplifted. 

Led  by  Rabbi  Blum  in  a non-judgmental, 
friendly  and  inclusive  atmosphere... 

You  will  never  be  labeled  as  Unaffiliated,  Reform,  Conservative 
or  Orthodox.  At  OTC  you  are  simply  Jewish. 
User-friendly  services  in  Hebrew  ft  English  - Children's  Program 


www.OttawaTorahCentre.com 
(613)  823-0866 


Ben-Eliezer  warns 
Syria  against  war 

(JTA)  An  Israeli  Cabinet  minister  warned 
Syria  against  going  to  war  to  regain  the  Golan 
Heights.  National  Infrastructure  Minister 
Binyamin  Ben-Eliezer  said  in  a radio  inter- 
view Israel  has  worked  hard  to  convince  Syria 
it  seeks  no  renewed  hostilities,  but  is  also 
bracing  for  the  worst. 

“If,  despite  our  efforts,  Syria  dares  to 
launch  a war,  it  will  rue  the  day,”  Ben-Eliezer 
told  Israel’s  Radius  Radio,  according  to  a 
transcript  released  by  the  station.  Ben-Eliez- 
er,  a retired  general  and  former  defence  min- 
ister, said  any  new  confrontation  on  Israel’s 
northern  border  would  probably  be  with  both 
Syrian  forces  and  their  Lebanese  proxy, 
Hezbollah.  But  he  added  Israel’s  military, 
having  been  overhauled  ^irft^e  last  year’s 
Lebanon  war,  could  beat  them  both. 

“This  time  the  Israel  Defense  Forces  will 
be  so  ready  and  so  strong,  and  will  conduct 
itself  with  such  sophistication,  that  1 hope 
both  Assad  and  Nasrallah  regret  their  deci- 
sion,” he  said,  referring  to  the  leaders  of  Syria 
and  Hezbollah. 

The  interview  appeared  to  stray  from  the 
Olmert  government’s  policy  of  avoiding  any 
appearance  of  sabre-rattling  against  Syria. 

Since  the  Lebanon  war,  Syrian  President 
Bashar  Assad  has  expressed  interest  in  resum- 
ing peace  talks  with  Jerusalem,  but  has  also 
hinted  he  could  resort  to  force  to  regain  the 
Golan,  which  was  lost  to  Israel  in  the  1967 
Six  Day  War. 

Ukraine  rabbi  blames  state 
for  anti-Semitic  attacks 

(JTA)  One  of  Ukraine’s  chief  rabbis 
wrote  an  open  letter  to  the  government  and 
law  enforcement  agencies,  accusing  them  of 
not  doing  enough  to  stop  anti-Semitic  attacks 
in  a central  Ukrainian  city.  The  letter  by 
Chabad’s  chief  rabbi  in  the  country.  Azriel 
Chaikin,  was  in  response  to  an  August  16 
incident  in  Zhitomir,  a former  shtetl.  An 
unidentified  man  broke  a window  in  the  his- 
toric synagogue  during  afternoon  prayers,  and 
escaped  before  apprehension.  Police  are 
investigating,  but  no  arrest  has  been  made. 
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Jewish  leaders  in  Zhitomir  told  JTA  Jews 
have  increasingly  been  targets  of  violence  in 
the  town,  especially  if  they  are  visibly  obser- 
vant. Two  years  ago.  Rabbi  Shlomo  Wilhelm, 
the  city’s  Chabad  rabbi,  was  verbally  assault- 
ed and  beaten  on  one  of  the  main  streets.  This 
July,  Wilhelm  was  attacked  again  in  the  yard 
of  his  synagogue.  The  same  day,  a group  of 
youths  tried  to  break  into  a girls’  dormitory  at 
a Jewish  school,  hurling  verbal  insults  at  the 
students.  Earlier  this  month,  Nohum  Tamarin, 
executive  director  of  the  city's  branch  of  the 
Chabad-affi bated  Federation  of  Jewish  Com- 
munities, and  his  wife  Broha  Tamarina  were 
attacked  and  severely  beaten  near  the  syna- 
gogue. 

In  his  letter  late  last  month,  Chaiken 
blamed  the  authorities.  He  wrote  officials 
“either  don’t  have  the  desire  or  are  incapable 
of  preserving  security,”  and  the  police  “who 
have  taken  some  steps  to  patrol  the  area  near 
the  synagogue,  are  unable  to  offer  serious 
response  to  anti-Semitic  gangs.”  Chaikin  also 
wrote  religiously  observant  Jews  “feel  that 
they  are  in  danger”  in  the  city. 

The  frequency  of  violent  attacks  on  Jews 
is  high  in  Ukraine.  Few  investigations  lead  to 
arrests  or  successful  prosecutions. 

Israeli  crematorium 
torched 

(JTA)  Israel’s  only  crematorium  was 
torched.  Unknown  arsonists  set  fire  to  an  out- 
door oven  belonging  to  Alei  Shalehet,  the 
only  Israeli  mortuary  to  offer  cremation  as  an 
alternative  to  burial. 

The  attack  took  place  hours  after  the  cre- 
matorium’s previously  secret  location,  on 
farmland  outside  Tel  Aviv,  was  published  in  a 
fervently  Orthodox  newspaper.  Alei  Shale- 
het s owner  blamed  religious  zealots  angered 
at  the  availability  of  cremation,  which  is 
against  Jewish  law,  in  Israel.  Police  had  no 
immediate  comment  on  the  suspects. 

Hillel  leadership  seminar 
opens  in  Russia,  Ukraine 

(JTA)  Hillel  activists  from  across  the  for- 
mer Soviet  Union  are  meeting  for  leadership 
training.  Roughly  400  activists  and  organizers 
from  27  Hillel  centres  are 
meeting  to  discuss  fundrais- 
ing, public  relations  and  how 
to  attract  new  students  to  Hil- 
lel programs. 

Hillel  in  the  former  Soviet 
Union  is  not  a campus-based 
organization,  but  serves  any 
young  Jewish  adult.  Some 
activists  in  the  region  ques- 
tion whether  a new  campaign 
to  beef  up  activity  on  college 
campuses  will  be  successful. 

In  addition  to  these  in- 
house  matters,  there  will  be 
classes  on  Israel-Diaspora  re- 
lations, the  challenge  of  inter- 
marriage and  other  issues  of 
contemporary  Jewish  life. 
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Netanyahu 

By  Leslie  Susser 

JERUSALEM  (JTA)  — After 
his  overwhelming  victory  in  the 
Likud’s  leadership  primary,  Ben- 
jamin “Bibi”  Netanyahu  might  have 
felt  well  on  the  way  to  succeeding 
Ehud  Olmert  as  prime  minister.  For 
months,  he  had  been  leading  in  polls 
for  the  premiership,  and  was  now 
seemingly  in  control  of  his  party. 

But  the  strong  showing  of 
Moshe  Feiglin.  a radical  right-wing 
rival  for  the  party  leadership,  who 
won  almost  a quarter  of  the  Likud 
vote,  could  seriously  hurt  the  for- 
mer prime  minister's  chances  in  the 
national  arena. 

The  calculation  is  simple:  To 
regain  the  premiership,  Netanyahu 
needs  to  take  votes  from  the  centre 
of  the  political  spectrum.  But  Fei- 
glin’s  brash  anti-Arab  and  anti-lib- 
eral stance  could  frighten  the  cen- 
trists away. 

Netanyahu’s  strategy  in  the  face 
of  the  “Feiglin  problem”  is  two- 
pronged:  He  is  seeking  ways  to 
eject  Feiglin  from  the  party  or  at 
least  to  sideline  him  and  his  extrem- 
ist “Jewish  Leadership”  group;  at 
the  same  time,  he  is  trying  to  forge 
high-profile  political  alliances  with 
moderates,  like  former  finance  min- 
ister Dan  Meridor. 


could  be  hurt  by  extremist  image  of  party  rival 


Moshe  Feiglin,  a radical  right- 
wing  activist  who  was  defeated 
by  Benjamin  Netanyahu  in  the 
Likud  primary. 

(Source:  Feiglin's  web  site ) 
Whether  the  Likud  is  identified 
with  Feiglin  or  with  Meridor  could 
make  all  the  difference  in  the  next 
election. 

Netanyahu  won  the  party  leader- 
ship election  with  73.2  per  cent  of 
the  vote,  followed  by  Feiglin  with 
23.4  per  cent  and  Dani  Danon, 
chairman  of  world  Likud,  with  3.4 


per  cent.  In  his  victory  speech, 
Netanyahu  made  it  clear  he  saw  the 
results  as  a stepping  stone  to  the 
premiership. 

“Tonight  the  internal  contest  is 
ended  and,  as  of  tomorrow,  we  will 
focus  our  efforts  on  bringing  a new 
leadership  to  Israel,"  he  declared. 

But  the  fact  one  in  every  four 
Likud  voters  backed  Feiglin  means 
the  internal  contest  is  far  from  over. 

If  Feiglin  is  able  to  control  u 
large  segment  of  the  party,  the 
Likud  will  be  forced  much  further 
to  the  right  than  Netanyahu  would 
like.  The  end  result  would  likely  be 
a party  with  a radical  right-wing 
image  most  Israelis  would  not  be 
comfortable  with  and,  more  impor- 
tantly, with  a new  internal  balance 
of  power,  in  which  party  leaders  and 
Knesset  hopefuls  would  have  to 
deal  with  and  in  some  cases  defer  to 
Feiglin  and  his  extremist  ideology. 

“If  people  need  Feiglin's  votes  to 
get  into  the  Knesset,  the  Likud 
leadership  will  start  speaking  Fei- 
glinish.  And  if  it  speaks  Feiglinish, 
that  will  reduce  Netanyahu’s 
chances  of  being  prime  minister,” 
wrote  Nahum  Bamea,  senior  politi- 
cal analyst  for  the  mass  circulation 
daily  Yediot  Achronot. 

Feiglin  burst  onto  the  political 


scene  in  the  mid- 1 990s  as  one  of  the 
leaders  of  Zo  Artzeinu,  a protest 
group  determined  to  block  the  Oslo 
peace  process. 

One  of  his  tactics  was  to  stage 
mass  sit-downs  on  major  Israeli 
highways,  bringing  traffic  to  a stop 
across  the  nation.  He  was  arrested 
and  convicted  of  sedition,  for  which 
he  spent  six  months  in  jail.  In  1998. 
after  then-prime  minister  Netan- 
yahu signed  the  Wye  River  agree- 
ments with  the  Palestinians,  osten- 
sibly continuing  the  Oslo  process, 
Feiglin  formed  “Jewish  Leader- 
ship." a radical  ideological  group 
that  advocates  holding  on  to  all  of 
the  occupied  territories  and  annex- 
ing them  into  the  land  of  Israel, 
encouraging  non-Jews  to  emigrate, 
denying  Arabs  the  right  to  serve  in 
Parliament,  weakening  the  Supreme 
Court,  pulling  Israel  out  of  the  Unit- 
ed Nations,  establishing  a leader- 
ship of  religious  believers  and  cre- 
ating a “more  Jewish"  Israel. 

Feiglin  called  it  a profound 
expression  of  the  Jewish  spirit;  his 
critics  denounced  it  as  a form  of 
Jewish  Fascism. 

In  1999,  Feiglin  played  his  mas- 
ter-stroke: the  movement’s  mem- 
bers, nearly  all  Orthodox  settlers, 
joined  the  Likud  en  bloc.  Aware  an 


extremist  movement  of  the  type  he 
led  stood  no  chance  on  its  own,  Fei- 
glin planned  to  take  over  a large 
established  right-tending  Israeli 
party  from  the  inside.  If  successful, 
he  argued,  he  could  even  become 
prime  minister. 

His  progress  has  been  rapid.  In 
the  2002  leadership  primary,  he 
polled  only  3 per  cent  of  the  party 
vote:  in  2005,  1 3 per  cent:  and  now 
in  2007.  more  than  23  per  cent. 
Many  concerned  Likudniks  have 
likened  Feiglin's  activities  in  the 
party  to  a "hostile  takeover." 

Netanyahu  is  well  aware  of  the 
danger.  A few  years  ago,  he  was  not 
averse  to  making  deals  with  Feiglin 
to  embarrass  then-party  leader  Ariel 
Sharon.  Now  he  is  doing  all  he  can  to 
keep  the  right-wing  radicals  at  arms 
length.  During  his  victory  speech,  he 
gave  orders  to  keep  Feiglin  and  his 
supporters  out  of  the  hall. 

Likud  authorities  have  tried  to 
clip  Feiglin's  wings  in  the  past.  In 
the  run-up  to  the  last  Knesset  elec- 
tion, they  passed  a regulation  to  pre- 
vent him  from  appearing  on  the 
party’s  Knesset  slate.  It  stated  that 
anyone  who  had  spent  time  in  jail  in 
the  past  seven  years  could  not  run 
on  the  party  ticket.  Feiglin’s  jail 
(Continued  on  page  25) 
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Come  join  us  at  Beth  Shalom  West! 


Your  friendly,  Modern  Orthodox  synagogue  in  Ottawa’s  West  End 

Celebrating  over  25  years  as  a vibrant  congregation  dedicated  to 
scholarship  and  community 


To  learn  more  about  our  congregation 
log  onto  our  website  www.bethshalomwest.ca 

For  membership  information  including 
our  introductory  membership  rates,  you  can  reach  us  at 
bsw@bethshalomwest.ca  or  call  613-723-1800 
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May  the  Mew  year  bring  to  you 
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Rosh  Hashanah 

94  Summerwalk  Place,  Cenlrepointe 
Sept  12,  13&14  - 7:00  pm  Evening  Service 
8:30  am  Morning  Service 
Explanatory  service  begins  at  9:30  am 
Cost:  S50  Students:  $25 
includes  all  Rosh  Hashanah  Services 
For  assistance  with  accommodations, 
please  contact  the  JET  office 
at  613-798-9818  ext.  247 
or  email  iet@iccottawa.com 


at  the  Victoria  Park  Suite  Hotel 
377  O'Connor  Street  (Corner  of  Gladstone) 
Sept  21  - Kol  Nldre  begins  at  6:40  pm 
Sept  22  - service  begins  at  9:00  am 


Cost:  $36  Students:  $18 
(includes  break-the-fast) 
Call  us  at  613-798-9818  ext.  247 
or  email  iet@iccottawa.com 
for  special  overnight  rotes  at  the  hotel 
or  to  make  your  reservations. 
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Abbas,  Haniyeh  tied 
in  popularity  poll 

(JTA)  Mahmoud  Abbas  and  his  top 
Hamas  rival  are  equally  popular  among 
Palestinians,  a survey  found. 

According  to  the  Jerusalem  Media  & 
Communications  Center  poll  released  late 
August,  if  the  Palestinian  Authority  were  to 
hold  presidential  elections  now,  Abbas,  the 
incumbent,  would  get  20.6  per  cent  of 
votes.  Ismail  Haniyeh,  a Hamas  leader  who 
was  prime  minister  in  the  government 
Abbas  dissolved  after  the  June  civil  war  in 
the  Gaza  Strip,  would  get  18.8  per  cent  of 
votes. 

The  survey,  which  had  1,199  respon- 
dents and  a 3 per  cent  margin  of  error,  sug- 
gested, despite  Palestinian  rancor  over 
Hamas’s  violent  takeover  of  Gaza,  political 
sympathies  remain  evenly  divided. 

But  in  a possible  boost  for  Abbas’s  Fatah 
faction,  which  is  more  moderate  than 
Hamas,  the  poll  found  that  16.6  per  cent  of 
Palestinians  would  vote  for  Marwan  Bargh- 
outi  as  president. 

Barghouti,  a charismatic  Fatah  lawmak- 
er jailed  for  life  by  Israel  for  involvement 
in  terrorist  attacks,  is  widely  touted  as  a 
successor  to  Abbas.  Given  Barghouti ’s 
continued  calls  for  Palestinians  to  co-exist 
with  the  Jewish  state,  there  has  been 
mounting  speculation  that  Israel  could  free 
him  in  a bid  to  undercut  Hamas’s  hardline 
appeal. 

Iraqi  Jews  must  leave, 
liaison  says 

(JTA)  The  handful  of  Jews  remaining  in 
Iraq  should  flee  for  their  lives,  a representa- 
tive of  the  community  said. 

Andrew  White,  a Church  of  England 
clergyman  who  tends  to  religious  minorities 
in  Baghdad,  said  in  an  interview  that  the 
eight  Jews  remaining  in  the  Iraqi  capital 
face  dire  risks  given  seething  sectarian  vio- 
lence and  the  fact  they  live  outside  the  pro- 
tected Green  Zone. 

“The  time  has  come  for  them  to  flee,” 
White  told  The  Jerusalem  Post , noting  that 
the  Jews’  ethnicity  is  written  in  their  pass- 
ports “and  that  only  adds  to  the  danger.” 

Iraq’s  Jewish  community  was  once  the 
world  s biggest,  but  was  cut  down  by  perse- 
cution and  political  upheavals.  Around 
100,000  Jews  emigrated  to  Israel  after  its 
founding,  yet  White  said  the  eight  still  in 
Iraq  were  not  looking  to  the  Jewish  state. 

“They  have  been  fed  anti-Israel  propa- 
ganda all  their  lives,”  he  said.  “They  do  not 
trust  Israel  to  be  a good  place.  If  some  of 
them  do  want  to  go  to  Israel,  they  are  scared 
of  what  the  repercussions  might  be  for  the 
ones  that  stay.” 

Another  asylum  option  touted  for  the 
Iraqi  Jews  has  been  the  Netherlands,  where 
many  of  their  compatriots  live.  White  said 
Dutch  authorities  had  not  been  responsive 
to  the  idea,  something  denied  by  the  For- 
eign Ministry  in  The  Hague. 


Staff  at  London  college 
oppose  Israel  boycott 

(JTA)  A survey  found  staff  from  Imper- 
ial College  London  overwhelmingly  oppose 
an  academic  boycott  of  Israel.  The  survey, 
conducted  by  the  University  and  College 
Union,  the  union  which  proposed  the  boy- 
cott earlier  this  year,  found  that  82  per  cent 
of  Imperial  College  UCU  members  do  not 
support  a boycott  of  Israeli  academic  insti- 
tutions. Imperial  College  is  one  of  Britain’s 
premier  scientific  and  medical  institutions, 
with  over  a dozen  Nobel  laureates  in  its 
1 70-year  history. 

The  survey  also  found  that  90  per  cent  of 
the  college’s  UCU  members  think  there 
should  be  a national  ballot  of  all  members 
before  UCU  adopts  any  international  boycott. 

Michael  McGarvey,  a molecular  virology 
instructor,  said,  “In  conjunction  with  the  very 
similar  results  from  the  recent  ballots  of 
members  at  the  University  of  Oxford  and  the 
London  School  of  Hygiene  and  Tropical 
Medicine,  this  clearly  demonstrates  that  the 
vast  majority  of  ordinary  members  of  UCU 
are  against  a boycott  and  the  damaging  effects 
that  this  could  have  on  British  Academia.” 

Moscow  to  get 
first  Mitzvah  Mobile 

(JTA)  Moscow  will  soon  be  receiving  its 
first  Chabad  “Mitzvah  Mobile,"  according  to 
an  August  20  report  on  the  Chabad.org  web- 
site. The  large  recreational  vehicles  - mobile 
Jewish  educational  and  outreach  centres  for 
areas  not  serviced  by  Chabad  Houses  - are 
visible  in  cities  all  around  the  world,  but  this 
will  be  the  first  one  in  the  Russian  capital. 

The  first  such  vehicle  took  to  the  road  in 
New  York  City  in  1974,  as  a means  of  reach- 
ing secular  Jews  and  introducing  them  to 
Lubavitcher-style  Chassidism.  Chabad  hopes 
to  have  the  vehicle  up  and  running  by  the 
High  Holidays  to  distribute  Shabbat  candles, 
teach  small  sections  of  the  Torah  and  get 
Jewish  men  to  don  tefillin. 

Pentagon  pulls 
apocalyptic  video  game 

(JTA)  The  Pentagon  stopped  delivery  of 
a proselytizing  videogame  about  the  apoca- 
lypse after  complaints  led  by  a Jewish 
activist. 

“Military  Religious  Freedom,”  headed 
by  Mickey  Weinstein,  a Jewish  former  Air 
Force  officer,  had  uncovered  a plan  by 
Operation  Straight  Up,  a group  that  targets 
U.S.  troops  for  evangelism,  to  send  the 
“Left  Behind:  Eternal  Forces”  game  to 
troops  stationed  in  the  Middle  East. 

“It’s  a horrible  game  because  in  it  you 
either  kill  or  convert  the  other  side,"  Weinstein 
said  about  the  game,  based  on  the  hugely  pop- 
ular “Left  Behind”  novel  and  movie  series. 

The  Pentagon  has  withdrawn  its  approval 
of  Operation  Straight  Up’s  plans  to  distrib- 
ute the  game.  Muslim  groups  also  com- 
plained. 
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House:  multi-functional, 
residence  and  office 


(Continued  from  page  1) 
vations  neared  completion, 
ben-Reuven  said  research  by 
last  year's  JSA  student  presi- 
dent Bobby  Wollock  had 
found  that  Ottawa's  Jewish 
students  have  been  asking  for 
a house  for  30  years. 

And  while  it  may  have 
been  three  decades  that 
Jewish  students  studying  at 
the  University  of  Ottawa 
and  Carleton  University 
(and  now  also  Algonquin 
College)  have  waited  for  a 
Hillel  House,  the  purchase, 
renovation  and  opening  of 
the  house  all  came  together 
remarkably  quickly. 

A major  donation,  made 
spontaneously  at  the  special 
symposium  on  the  future  of 
Ottawa’s  Jewish  community 
in  late  February,  paved  the 
way  for  the  purchase  of  a 
house.  A search  for  a suit- 
able location  began  quickly 
and  the  house  on  Laurier 
Avenue  was  found  in  April. 

JSA  took  possession  of 
the  building  on  May  1 and 
the  renovations  immediately 
began  in  order  to  have  the 
building  up  and  running  for 
this  new  school  year. 

“We  got  it  done  right 
away,”  said  ben-Reuven. 
"We  just  had  four  weeks  to 


A 
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do  the  masonry  work.” 

And  the  renovations  pro- 
gressed quickly  over  the 
course  of  the  summer. 

The  house  is  multi-func- 
tional and  will  serve  as  a 
residence  for  Jewish  stu- 
dents - there  are  rooms  for 
six  students  - and  as  the 
JSA  office  and  central  loca- 
tion for  programming. 

The  cost  of  purchasing 
and  renovating  the  house 
was  about  $600,000  and  the 


ben-Reuven. 

“It’s  a dynamic  neigh- 
bourhood with  many  foreign 
embassies  and  historical 
buildings.” 

There  are  synagogues 
and  the  Rideau  Bakery,  with 
its  selection  of  kosher  goods, 
nearby.  The  house  is  just 
steps  away  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  Ottawa  campus  and 
there’s  free  shuttle  bus  ser- 
vice that  runs  every  half 
hour  between  the  Ottawa  and 


upkeep  and  maintenap^enij, Carleton  campuses. 


will  be  financed  by  the  rent 
paid  by  the  students  who  are 
now  living  there. 

Room  rentals  begin  at 
$500  per  month  with  year- 
long leases,  and  the  spaces 
quickly  sold  out.  The  resi- 
dents are  balanced  on  several 
scores.  There  are  three  men 
and  three  women  and  three 
undergrads  and  three  gradu- 
ate students.  And  there’s  a 
balance  of  students  from  all 
three  Ottawa  campuses:  three 
from  the  University  of 
Ottawa,  two  from  Carleton 
and  one  from  Algonquin. 

Among  the  six  who  have 
moved  into  their  rooms  is 
Carleton  student  Ariella 
Kimmel,  the  incoming  city- 
wide JSA  president. 

The  monthly  rent  paid  by 
each  of  the  residents 
includes  free  laundry  facili- 
ties, cable  television  and 
high  speed  Internet  connec- 
tions. In  addition  to  their 
rooms,  the  six  students  liv- 
ing in  the  building  also 
share  kitchen  facilities  and  a 
furnished  common  room 
with  a big  screen  TV. 

The  Sandy  Hill  location 
of  the  house  is  exciting,  said 


With  the  JSA  offices  and 
much  of  the  programming 
centralized  in  the  new  Hillel 
House,  ben-Reuven  antici- 
pates a steady  stream  of  stu- 
dents using  the  facility  and 
sees  the  house  as  an  impor- 
tant “investment  in  the 
future  of  Ottawa's  Jewish 
community.” 

The  students  who  are 
now  involved  in  JSA,  and 
other  students  who  will  be 
brought  into  the  Jewish 
community  via  JSA  activi- 
ties and  programs,  are  “the 
future  leaders  of  the  com- 
munity." Students,  he  added, 
"learn  how  to  get  involved” 
in  the  community  through 
their  participation  in  JSA. 

ben-Reuven  sees  making 
connections  between  Otta- 
wa’s Jewish  students  and  the 
wider  Jewish  community  as 
an  important  component  of 
his  job  and  to  that  end  has 
worked  to  develop  a sup- 
portive community  board, 
headed  by  Linda  Kerzner. 
which  is  actively  involved  in 
enhancing  the  connections 
between  Jewish  students 
on  campus  and  the  wider 
community. 


KEYNOTE  SPEAKER 
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Happy  New  Year 
to  all  my  clients 
in  the  community 

Abboudi 
E stephan 

J846  Sanl  cStxezt 
(Dttawa,  Qntaxio 

733-1549  * 733-9353 


Happy  New  Year 
to  the  Ottawa  Jewish 
Community 

Pierre  Poilievre,  IMP 

Nepean-Carleton 

250B  Greenbank  Road 
Ottawa  ON  K2H  8X4 

990-4300 


HONOURING 

JIM  ORBAN 

Publisher  of  the 
OTTAWA  CITIZEN 


"WHOM  THE  COMMUNITY 
DELIGHTETH  TO  HONOUR" 


RESERVE  THIS  DATE! 

THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  25,  2007 

THE  OTTAWA  CONGRESS  CENTRE,  6:00  PM 

For  further  information,  call  Margo  at  (613)  798-241  1 

j FUNDS  RAISED  WILL  GO  TOWARDS;  "THE  RESIDENTIAL 
VILLAGE  FOR  AUTISTIC  YOUNG  ADULTS"  IN  BE'ER  SHEVA, 
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Be  nurtured  by  the  beauty  of  our  Tradition, 

Be  challenged  by  the  capacity  to  change, 

Be  warmed  in  a community  for  all  ages 

Agudath  Israel  Congregation 

’rtnur  jhiak  p"p 

Promoting  Judaism  and  its  values 
through  religious,  educational,  and  social  activities 

• Conservative  Shut 

• Dynamic  and  inspiring  clergy 

• Kosher  kitchens  and  a variety  of  rooms  and  event  facilities 

• Daily  minyan 

• Outstanding  choir  and  music  programs  including  a youth  choir 

• Superb  B'nai  Mitzvah  instruction 

• Library  and  gift  shop 

• Programs  for  children  of  all  ages,  including  Shabbat  morning  service 
(Tefilateinu)  for  youth  and  babysitting  for  toddlers 

• Fun  celebrations  for  the  holidays,  including:  Simhat  Torah  party  and  dancing; 
Megillah  Reading  and  carnival;  2nd  night  Congregational  Pesach  Seder; 
and  Seder  Tu  b'Shevat  among  others! 

• Extensive  adult  education,  including  partnering  with  the  community’s  Melton 
Educational  program  and  new  study  program  for  grade  9 and  10  students. 

• Active  and  creative  social  action  Program  T(iqqun)  0(lam)  V(olunteers) 


New  to  Ottawa?  Join  us  for  the  High  Holy  Days  with  a trial  membership. 
Call  and  arrange  a visit  to  the  Shul  and  meet  with  our  staff  and  clergy. 
Contact  Hana  Cammy  at  (613)  728-3501  or  Hana@agudathisrael.net 
Agudath  Israel  Congregation 
1400  Coldrey  Avenue  • Ottawa  • ON 
www.agudathisrael.net 


The  Inez  and  Joseph  Zelikovitz  Settlement  Unit  of 

Jewish  Family  Services  of  Ottawa 

PRESENTS: 


reviousied/  M cmtrecd/  Kle^mer  Bcvnd/ 


September  9, 2007, 2:00  pm 

Library  and  Archives  Canada 

395  Wellington  Street 


OMJS  runs  New  Year’s  program 


Tl 
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Ottawa  Modern  Jewish  School  students,  teachers  and  parents  model  their  new 
T-shirts.  The  school  emphasizes  the  teaching  of  Modern  Hebrew  and  contemporary 
Jewish  issues  without  denying  the  links  of  the  modern  to  the  historical  past.  As  part 
of  its  outreach  initiative,  the  school  will  be  running  a Rosh  Hashanah  in  the  Aisle  pro- 
gram at  Loblaws  College  Square.  Shoppers  will  learn  about  the  holiday  and  taste 
some  holiday  treats.  To  learn  more  about  the  school  visit  www.omjs.ca. 


Creative  Connections  connects  seniors 
to  new  friendships 


Creative  Connections,  a program  of  AJA  50+,  begins  its  sixth  year  of  providing  stim- 
ulating programming  and  social  connection  for  older  seniors.  Its  fall  session  begins 
September  16. 

Creative  Connections  offers  seniors  a full  day  of  activities,  including  cultural  pro- 
gramming, exercise,  topical  discussions,  music  programs,  guest  lectures  and  more. 

It  takes  place  every  Tuesday  at  the  Soloway  JCC.  Participants  either  bring  or  pur- 
chase their  lunch  and  have  a great  time  socializing  together.  It’s  a wonderful  way  to 
make  new  friends  and  enjoy  new  experiences. 

The  cost  is  $30  for  a 10-week  session.  Assistance  with  transportation  is  available 
for  those  who  require  it.  For  more  information  about  the  program  please  call  Annette 
Paquin  at  613-526-2968. 


TICKETS 

ADVANCE  SALES:  AT  THE  DOOR: 

General  Admission:  $1 8.00  $25.00 

Seniors  and  Students:  $12.00 

Light  Kosher  Refreshments 
FREE  PARKING 

For  tickets,  please  call  Helen  at  (61 3)  722-2225 

All  proceeds  from  this  concert  go  toward 
The  Inez  & Joseph  Zelikovitz  Settlement  Unit 


Larry  O'Brien 

Mayor/Maire 


H Mayor's  Office/Bureau  du  maire 
110  Laurier  Avenue  West/ 

1 10,  a ve  Laurier  Ouest 
Ottawa.  ON  KIP  1J1 
Tel./tel.:  613-580-2496 
E-mail/courriel:  Larry.OBrien@ottawa,ca. 
Web:  Ottawa. ca 

New  Year’s  Greetings 
to  the 


Ottawa  Jewish  Community 


Are  you  a 
non- 
subscriber? 

Change 
that  today! 

See  page  40 
for  details 
on  how  to 
subscribe. 
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Award  winner 

University  of  Ottawa  Professor  Seymour 
Mayne,  co-ordinator  creative  writing  depart- 
ment of  English  and  Vered  Jewish  Canadian 
studies  program,  recently  received  a Canadian 
Jewish  Book  Award  for  his  latest  book  of  poet- 
ry, September  Rain  (Mosaic  Press). 

This  is  the  fourth  Canadian  Jewish  Book 
Award  Mayne  has  received. 

The  Canadian  Jewish  Book  Awards  cele- 
brate excellence  in  Canadian  writing  that 
reflects  Jewish  concerns  and  themes. 

The  Modern  Jewish  Studies  Annual  writes, 
“Although  he  has  done  valuable  work  as  a crit- 
ic, editor,  anthologist  and  translator,  Montreal- 
born  Seymour  Mayne  is  most  distinctly  a poet, 
more  impressively  in  control  of  his  medium 
with  each  succeeding  volume  of  poetry.” 

A few  of  the  poems  from  Professor 
Mayne ’s  winning  book  are  reprinted  here  with 
permission. 


In  Her  Day 

In  her  day 

my  grandmother  was  a smart 
young  beauty. 

Little  did  she  know  then 
that  she  would  outlive  them  all: 
czar,  cossacks,  bandits 

and  her  younger  intended- 
her  hard-of-hearing 
but  determined  husband 

whom  she  would  outsmart  as  well 
to  -the  end. 

Pebbles 

for  Ben  Hollander 

However  hewn  the  stones  of  Jerusalem, 
the  fine  pebbles  of  Camp  Ramah 
reveal  a more  modest  finish. 

Scraped  smooth  from  the  slow  retreat 
of  crushing  glaciers, 
they  have  learned 
the  silence  of  long  seasons 
endlessly  repeating  under  the  impassive 
Canadian  sky. 

They  have  less 
to  say,  perhaps  nothing  at  all: 
blood  trickling  into  their  veins  of  ore 
draws  from  expiring  mosquitoes- 
or  from  bloodroot 

yielding  its  sanguine 
essence  without  pain, 
without  the  piercing 
shrapnel  of  speech. 

Skeleton  Lake,  Muskoka 

Derech  Hebron 

The  chariots 

of  weekday  morning 
hurl  down  Derech  Hebron- 
If  Nebuchadnezzar  were 
to  advance  again 
his  minions  would  not 
have  a chance 

against  the  trucks  and  traffic! 

Engaged  on  the 

Jerusalem  approaches 


they  would  be  halted  by  the  sheer 
drive  of  numbers. 

Where  is  he  now  that  rumble 
of  Babylon 

when  we  can  rout 
him  back  all  the  way 
past  the  Euphrates 
where  the  Persians  await  him 
with  the  long  last  night  of  fare? 

Vessels 

As  if  scattered  in  celebration 
of  God’s  domestic  air, 
this  show  of  confetti 
stills  the  festive 
tongue  with  silent  wonder: 

foolscap  shredding 
sheet  after  sheet, 
each  torn  flake  flying 
then  embedding  like  seed- 

today’s  snow  recycling 
feeds  into  yesterday’s 
swollen  solar  pumpkin 
and  next  season’s 
blueberry  bush 

crowded  with  vessels 
of  pungent  wine. 


The  < Board  of  (Directors,  (Faculty, 
amf  Administration  of 
OFffieC Academy  of  Ottawa 
Wish  our  Students,  their  Families,  and 
the  (Entire  Ottawa  Jewish  Community 

rQltt  ruur  - Happy  Hew  year 


hi 


May  this  year  bring  only  (Blessing,  Health, 
(Peace  and Success  to  our  Community 
and  to  our  (Brothers  and  Sisters  in  Israel 

(Dr.  Taye  (joCdman,  (President , 

(Rjybtti  (Dr.  Jeremiah  'Unterman,  (Director  of  (Education, 

Mrs.  Sara  (Breiner,  V<P  Judaic  Studies, 

Mrs.  Wendy  Wayman,  V<P  generat/Trencb  Studies 

613-722-0020 / www.fnllefacademy.ca 


www.templeisraelottawa.ca 
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Israel,  moderate  Arab  leaders  agree  to  negotiate 


In  August  2007,  Israeli  Prime  Minister  Ehud  Olmert  and 
Palestinian  Authority  President  Mahmoud  Abbas  began 
a series  of  meetings  designed  to  produce  a framework 
for  a final  status  agreement.  Olmert  (left)  and  Abbas 
shake  hands  during  a meeting  in  Petra,  Jordan,  on 


June  22,  2006. 


(Source:  GPO/BP  Images/JTA) 


(Continued  from  page  1) 
Hamas  forces  crushed  their 
Fatah  rivals,  carrying  out 
summary  executions,  parad- 
ing ill-clad  captives  and  hurl- 
ing rival  militiamen  from 
rooftops. 

The  end  result  was  Hamas 
in  sole  control  of  Gaza,  but 
supplanted  in  government  by 
a new  Fatah-led  administra- 
tion under  President  Mah- 
moud Abbas  and  Prime  Min- 
ister Salam  Fayyad. 

The  Abbas  government 
was  ensconced  in  the  West 
Bank,  operating  from  Ra- 
mallah  in  the  name  of  all 
Palestinians  and  recognized 
by  Israel  and  most  of  the 
international  community. 
Ironically,  Fatahs  defeat  in 
Gaza  made  it  possible  for 
Israel  to  circumvent  the  radi- 
cals and  deal  directly  with 
the  moderates  in  Ramallah. 

Israel,  the  United  States 
and  the  Arab  moderates  were 
quick  to  size  up  the  peace- 
making potential  in  the  new 
situation.  On  June  25,  just  10 
days  after  the  Hamas  take- 
over in  Gaza,  the  leaders  of 
Egypt,  Jordan  and  Israel 


came  together  with  moderate 
West  -Bank  Palestinians  to 
launch  a new  Israeli-Pales- 
tinian  peace  initiative  at  a 
summit  in  the  Egyptian 
resort  town  of  Sharm  el- 
Sheik. 

Three  weeks  later,  in  a 
major  policy  statement.  US 
President  George  Bush 
called  for  a regional  peace 
parley,  under  American  aus- 
pices, to  be  attended  by 
Washington's  moderate  Mid- 
dle Eastern  allies. 

In  early  August,  US  Sec- 
retary of  State  Condoleezza 
Rice  visited  the  region  to  set 
up  the  peace  meeting  and 
make  sure  key  players  like 
the  Saudis  would  participate. 
Rice  repeated  her  insistence 
that  Israel  and  the  Palestini- 
ans deal  with  core  issues  - 
borders,  refugees  and 
Jerusalem  - for  a final  peace 
deal. 

In  the  wake  of  her  visit, 
Olmert  and  Abbas  began  a 
series  of  meetings  designed 
to  produce  a framework  for  a 
final-status  agreement  to  be 
presented  at  the  regional 
meeting.  Palestinian  spokes- 


men, impressed  by  the  show 
of  American  resolve,  said  for 
the  first  time  in  years  they 
believed  the  establishment 
of  a Palestinian  state  was 
possible. 


There  were  other  reasons 
for  optimism:  former  British 
Prime  Minister  Tony  Blair,  a 
highly  respected  mediator, 
entered  the  arena,  and  Israel 
and  moderate  Arab  states 
agreed  to  negotiate  on  the 
basis  of  a peace  plan  reaf- 
firmed by  the  Arab  League 
in  Riyadh.  Saudi  Arabia  in 
March  2007. 

But  with  Hamas  in  con- 
trol in  Gaza,  there  were  ques- 
tions as  to  how  far  Abbas 
could  go  in  peacemaking 
with  Israel.  He  also  was 
under  considerable  Arab 
pressure  to  reconcile  with 


Hamas,  along  the  lines  of  a 
power-sharing  agreement  the 
two  sides  had  reached  in 
Mecca  in  February. 

Moreover,  as  the  United 
States  stepped  up  its  efforts 
to  promote  a more  stable 
regional  order,  Iran  and  its 
radical  allies  moved  to 
undermine  it. 

Iran  smuggled  rockets 
through  Syria,  earmarked  for 
its  Hezbollah  proxy  in 
Lebanon,  replenishing  stocks 
depleted  in  the  fighting  with 
Israel  the  previous  summer. 
It  also  reportedly  helped 
ankroll  large  weapons  deals 
6tween  Syria  and  Russia. 

In  mid-July,  when  Syrian 
President  Bashar  Assad 
again  sounded  peace  over- 
tures to  Israel,  Iran’s  Presi- 
dent Mahmoud  Ahmadinejad 
flew  to  Damascus  to  make 
sure  nothing  would  come  of 
them.  While  in  the  Syrian 
capital,  Ahmadinejad  warned 
of  a “hot  summer"  in  which 
the  enemies  of  Islam  would 
be  defeated. 

Iran  also  trained  and 
armed  Hamas  fighters,  help- 
ing them  overcome  Fatah  in 
Gaza.  According  to  Israeli 
intelligence,  the  Iranian  aim 
was  to  surround  Israel  with  a 
missile  cordon  from  Tehran 
to  Gaza,  primarily  to  deter 
any  Israeli  pre-emptive  strike 
against  Iran’s  nuclear 
weapons  program. 

To  offset  growing  Iranian 
power,  the  United  States 
planned  huge  arms  supply 
packages  to  its  moderate 


allies:  $20  billion  in  sales  to 
Saudi  Arabia  over  the  com- 
ing decade;  $13  billion  in 
military  aid  to  Egypt;  and 
$30  billion  to  Israel. 

Bush  assured  Olmert 
during  a visit  to  Washington 
in  June  that  the  Saudi 
weapons  would  not  be 
deployed  close  to  the  Israeli 
border  and  that  the  United 
States  remained  committed 
to  maintaining  Israel's  tech- 
nological edge. 

Following  the  poor  per- 
formance of  its  ground 
forces  in  the  second  Lebanon 
war,  Israel  decided  on  heav- 
ier military  spending  of  its 
own.  In  late  July,  the  govern- 
ment allocated  an  additional 
$11  billion  for  the  next  10 
years.  Some  of  it  would  be 
devoted  to  enhancing  Israel’s 
long-range  strike  capacity 
and  some  to  enlarging  the 
ground  forces  by  two  divi- 
sions. 

The  Israel  Defense 
Forces’  failure  to  win  a deci- 
sive victory  in  the  war  cost 
Chief  of  Staff  Lt.-Gen  Dan 
Halutz  and  Defense  Minister 
Amir  Peretz  their  jobs. 
Halutz,  an  air  force  man,  was 
replaced  in  mid-February  by 
Lt.-Gen.  Gabi  Ashkenazi,  a 
seasoned  infantry  and  armor 
commander.  Peretz,  after  los- 
ing the  leadership  of  the 
Labor  Party  to  Barak  in  June, 
was  ousted  at  defence  by  the 
former  prime  minister. 

Throughout  the  year. 
Olmert  had  been  under  fire 

(Continued  on  page  17) 
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Aviva  and  Jonathan  Ben-Choreen  Freedman 
Rose-Anne  Prizant 

Invite  all  the  Jewish  Community  to  join  them  in  a 

Community  Sukkah 

On  the  terrace  Level  of  the  Rideau  Centre. 

The  Sukkah  will  be  freely  available  to  everyone 
during  all  the  days  of  Sukkot. 
September  26  to  October  5,  2007. 

Please  bring  your  meal  and  join  us. 


Shana  Tova  to  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Community 

Safe  Secure  anti  spam,  anti  virus  email  is  now  available  through 
this  stand-alone  all-in-one  appliance.  Israeli  built  and  designed. 

Simply  the  best  mail  security  product  in  the  market  today. 


Shana  Tova  to  all. 


Our  sincere  thanks 
to  the  Rideau  Centre  for  its  support. 


Call  Ellen  Chemey  of  Wavenet  Systems  today 
for  a free  1 5-day  trial  offer. 

Ellen  Cherney,  President  • 613.229.4769 


For  more  information  call:  241-041 1,  ext.  224. 
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Katsav  resigns,  succeeded  by  Peres 

(Continued  from  page  16) 


Musica  Ebrai'ca  is  always  searching  for  talented  singers. 
To  book  an  audition,  contact  Dave  Malecki 
at  david.malecki@sympatico.ca 
or  Minda  Wersliof  at  613-224-7073  or  wershof@magma.ca 
Rehearsals  begin  September  23,  2007. 
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Musica  Ebrai'ca  Choir  of  Ottawa  presents: 

Songs  of  Jerusalem 

Sunday  January  13,  2008  at  2pm 
Glebe  Community  Centre 

Jewish  Music  from  Around  the  Globe 

Sunday  June  1 , 2008  at  7pm 
Alumni  Theatre,  Carleton  University 


For  more  information,  contact  Yvonne  Sturgeon  at 
6 1 3.789.7 1 37  or  ysturgeon@residencesallegro.cofn 
Visit  us  at  240  Friel  Street  in  Ottawa 


Studios.  I and  2 bedrooms 
Respite,  convalescent  and 
trial  stays 

• Link  to  library 

Across  the  street  from  the 
RJdeau  Bakery 

• Walking  distance  to  Beth  Shalom 


for  his  widely  perceived  mis- 
management of  the  cam- 
paign against  Hezbollah. 
After  the  Winograd  Com- 
mission, set  up  to  investigate 
the  war,  added  its  harsh  criti- 
cism in  late  April,  his 
approval  rating  plummeted 
to  less  than  3 per  cent  and 
most  pundits  believed  he 
would  be  forced  to  resign. 

But  Olmert  displayed 
considerable  political  skill. 
In  the  report’s  immediate 
aftermath,  he  moved  quick- 
ly inside  his  own  Kadima 
Party  to  nip  in  the  bud  a 
potential  leadership  bid  by 
Foreign  Minister  Tzipi 
Livni.  Six  months  earlier,  in 
October  2006,  he  had  great- 
ly strengthened  his  chances 
of  political  survival  by 
bringing  Avigdor  Lieber- 
man’s  far-right  Yisrael  Beit- 
einu  Party  into  the  govern- 
ing coalition. 

In  the  short-term,  his 
inclusion  of  the  experienced 
Barak  as  defence  minister 
strengthened  his  hand  still 
further.  But  Kadima  col- 
leagues warned  Olmert  that 
in  Labor’s  Barak  he  was  rid- 
ing a tiger  that  would  soon 
turn  on  him. 

Olmert  was  not  the  only 
Israeli  leader  in  trouble  in 
5767.  Katsav  was  forced  to 
resign  his  presidency  in  late 
June  after  being  accused  of 
sex  offenses  against  several 
women  who  had  worked 
with  him.  In  January.  Attor- 
ney General  Menachem 


Israeli  President  Moshe  Katsav,  shouting  at  a January 
24  news  conference,  had  hotly  denied  sex  allegations 
against  him.  (Source:  Brian  Hendler) 


Protesters  demonstrate  outside  Israeli  Prime  Minister  Ehud  Olmert's  residence  in 
Jerusalem,  April  30,  demanding  he  resign  in  light  of  the  Winograd  Report. 

(Source:  Brian  Hendler) 


Mazuz  indicated  he  had  suf- 
ficient evidence  to  indict 
Katsav  on  rape  charges 
against  at  least  one  of  the  1 1 
complainants. 

But  in  June,  Mazuz 
agreed  to  a plea  bargain 
under  which  Katsav,  who 
professed  his  innocence 
throughout,  would  confess 
to  lesser  charges  and  receive 
a six-month  suspended  sen- 
tence. The  plea  bargain 
sparked  a wave  of  public 
protest  and  petitions  to  the 
High  Court  of  Justice 
demanding  Katsav  be  put  on 
trial. 

As  part  of  the  plea  bar- 
gain, Katsav  resigned  on 
June  29,  just  two  weeks 


before  his  term  was  due  to 
end.  He  was  succeeded  as 
president  on  July  1 5 by  Shi- 
mon Peres,  the  83-year-old 
former  prime  minister. 

The  unpopular  plea  bar- 
gain compounded  the  prob- 
lems faced  by  the  country’s 
legal  system,  where  the  new 
justice  minister,  Daniel 
Friedmann,  seemed  to  be 
waging  a calculated  cam- 
paign against  the  Supreme 
Court  and  its  president, 
Dorit  Beinisch. 

Before  his  appointment 
in  February,  Friedmann  had 
complained  that  the  court 
had  grown  too  “activist,"  and 
that  its  unelected  members 
were  encroaching  on  what 


were  rightly  legislative  and 
executive  functions.  His  crit- 
ics warned  that  in  weakening 
the  court,  Friedmann  would 
be  undermining  one  of  the 
most  important  pillars  of 
Israeli  democracy. 

Despite  the  second 
Lebanon  war  and  the 


increased  defence  spending, 
the  Israeli  economy  per- 
formed extremely  well  over 
the  past  year.  Growth 
remained  robust  at  more 
than  4 per  cent,  compared  to 
5. 1 per  cent  in  2006. 

Unemployment  was 
down  to  7.8  per  cent  from 
8.4  per  cent,  and  the  gross 
domestic  product  per  capita 
was  estimated  at  more  than 
$20,000.  inflation,  below 
zero  in  2006.  was  expected 


to  rise  to  the  projected 
government  figure  of  be- 
tween 2 per  cent  and  3 per 
cent,  although  there  were 
worrisome  signs  it  might  go 
higher. 

Foreign  investment  was 
expected  to  grow  by  8 per 
cent  to  $15.3  billion  in  2007, 
and  the  Tel  Aviv  stock  mar- 
ket, despite  a major  wobble 
in  August,  outperformed 
those  of  the  rich  Western 
industrial  nations. 


Jardins  Rideau  Gardens 


Treat  yourself  to  comfort  and 
security  in  an  environment 
where  you  can  enjoy  all  the 
attentions  for  which  Jardins 
Rideau  Gardens  is  known : 


Page  18  - Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  - September  3,  2007 


shann  tovo 


Music  is  alive  and  well  at  Congregation  Beth  Shalom 


By  Esther  Shetzer 

Music  has  the  power  to  unite,  to 
move,  to  inspire.  Under  the  able 
guidance  of  Cantor  Daniel  Benlolo, 
the  Beth  Shalom  Neshama  Choir,  a 
mixed  chorale  ensemble  of  20 
strong,  is  working  hard  to  perfect  its 
High  Holy  Day  repertoire  in  order 
to  once  again  add  beauty  and 
solemnity  to  the  service. 

Today’s  Beth  Shalom  choir  is  fol- 
lowing in  the  footsteps  of  a great 
musical  legacy.  Ninety-three  year- 
old  congregant  Irving  (Chick)  Wolfe 
recalls  being  in  the  choir  in  1926 
under  the  leadership  of  Cantor  Jacob 
Dorskind  when  the  synagogue  was 


located  at  417  Rideau  Street.  He 
describes  the  old  synagogue  where 
the  women  sat  on  the  top  floor,  the 
bimah  was  in  the  centre  and  the 
choir  clustered  around  the  cantor. 

“I  was  a soprano  in  those  days,  a 
soloist  with  my  friend  Gilbert 
(Gedalya)  Shore  and  the  cantor  was 
the  best  in  the  city.  I really  enjoyed 
it.” 

The  1973  Beth  Shalom  choir, 
under  the  direction  of  Cantor  David 
Nemtsov,  had  as  its  soloist  the 
bassist  A1  Shapiro.  It  counted 
among  its  members  the  late  Laz 
Mirsky,  father  of  one  of  today’s  cur- 
rent choir  members,  Ken  Mirsky. 


Agudath  Achim  Congregation  Boys  Choir  - 1928:  (front  row,  left 
to  right)  Joe  Zelikovitz,  Jay  Greenberg,  Hyman  Cohen,  Issie  Tudover, 
Joe  Lieff,  David  Monson,  Morris  Lieff;  (second  row)  Ed  Sadinsky,  Alex 
Wolfe,  Gilbert  Shore,  Cantor  Jacob  Dorskind,  Izzie  Greenberg,  Sam 
Shabinsky;  (third  row)  Abe  Zelikovitz,  Irving  (Chick)  Wolfe,  Reuben 
Witen,  Mitchell  Hyman;  (fourth  row)  Abraham  Lieff,  Moses  Doctor, 
Nathan  Greenberg,  Samuel  Taylor;  (back  row)  William  Goldblum,  Max 
Lieff,  Frank  Florence  and  Lazarus  Cohen. 


Maynard  Kreiger  began  singing 
with  the  choir  in  1979  and,  to  this 
day.  still  climbs  the  stairs  of  the 
bimah  to  add  his  deep  baritone  and 
playful  harmonies  to  the  mix  along 
with  another  1973  member,  Leon 
Leckie. 

Through  the  years,  the  choir  has 
always  been  a mainstay  of  religious 
services  at  Beth  Shalom.  Under  a 
series  of  talented  cantorial  leaders, 
the  all-male  choir  continued  to 
thrive.  The  addition  of  women  to 
the  choir  in  2003  was  a treat  for 
both  the  congregation  and  the 
singers. 

“I  just  love  to  sing”  says  choris- 
ter Ethel  Malek. 

The  sentiment  is  echoed  by  Edie 
Landau  who  maintains  she  sang  in 
choirs  all  her  life,  “from  the  early 
days  in  Winnipeg  at  Rosh  Pina  Syn- 


agogue with  the  renowned  Sarah 
Udow.” 

While  the  full  choir  performs 
during  the  High  Holy  Days,  some  of 
the  members  get  together  informal- 
ly to  join  the  cantor  on  the  bimah 
for  Friday  night  and  Shabbat  morn- 
ing services.  The  atmosphere  in  the 
synagogue  is  haimish  and  is  a great 
drawing  card  for  younger  new 
members  like  Evan  Green. 

Newcomer  to  Canada  Paul  Shef- 
frin  says,  “Almost  from  the  moment 
I went  up  on  the  bimah , something 
magical  happened.  Cantor  [Daniel] 
Benlolo  exudes  a musicality  and 
clarity  of  diction  that  combine  with 
the  spirituality  of  the  service  to  cre- 
ate something  I can  only  describe  as 
niach .” 

And  of  course,  Cantor  Benlolo 
has  great  plans  for  the  future  of  the 


Beth  Shalom  Neshama  Choir. 

“We  plan  to  become  more  active 
in  both  the  Jewish  and  non-Jewish 
communities  and  bring  our  ruach  to 
hospitals  and  extended  care  facili- 
ties,” he  says. 

He  recalls  the  very  successful 
Interfaith  Concert  held  at  Beth 
Shalom  in  2005  and  last  year’s  trip 
to  Montreal  where  they  performed 
at  a prestigious  choral  festival. 

“It  was  great  to  bring  music  cre- 
ated from  the  heart  and  fashioned 
by  emotion  to  a warm  and  apprecia- 
tive audience.” 

A synagogue  without  a choir  is 
like  a motion  picture  without  a 
score.  If  you  want  to  be  spiritually 
moved  and  inspired,  come  visit  us 
downtown  at  Congregation  Beth 
Shalom.  We  would  love  to  sing  jus/ 
for  you! 


Congregation  Beth  Shalom  Choir  - 2007:  (clockwise  from  left  to  right)  with  Cantor  Daniel  Benlolo  are 
Edie  Landau,  Dora  Goldman,  Esther  Shetzer,  Allan  Baker,  Dr.  John  Kershman,  Harvey  Morin,  Maynard 
Kriger,  Joe  Nadrich,  Ken  Mirsky,  Evan  Green,  Leon  Leckie,  Paul  Sheffrin,  Dr.  Irwin  Kreisman,  Mark 
Farovitch,  Audrey  Kreisman,  Ethel  Malek  and  Shirley  Gelier.  Absent  are  Shelley  Posen  and  Dr.  Adam  Sachs. 


Michael  Parkin 
Silversmith 


Custom  gifts  in  Gold  and  Silver 
Judaica  for  the  home  and  synagogue 


613.263.5432 


Trusted  Values  for  All 
Your  Real  Estate  Needs 

SHORE&ASSOCIATES 


Mark  Shore  M.A.,  AACI  Adam  Tanner  B.A. 

Accredited  Appraiser  Real  Property  Valuator 


rmo  raw 


Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  - September  3,  2007  - Page  19 


THERE  IS  FUTURE  WHEN  YOU  GIVE 


r 


A Jewish  life  in  Ottawa  has  many  facets 
and  takes  us  down  many  different  roads. 
Our  Jewish  experiences  begin  the  moment 
a child  is  born.  Whether  lighting  a menorah 
as  a Canon  preschooler,  canoeing  on  the 
Ottawa  River  as  a Camp  B'nai  Brith  camper, 
or  enjoying  Shabbat  at  Hillel  Lodge  as  a 
senior,  living  a Jewish  life  is  all  about 
connecting  - connecting  to  Jewish 
experiences,  to  Jewish  values,  to  Jewish 
traditions,  to  family  and  to  community. 
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Your  child's  connection  to  Ottawa's  Jewish  community 
can  begin  the  day  he  or  she  is  born.  Through  the  "Shalom 
Baby"  program,  new  parents  receive  a basket  of  goodies 
filled  with  gifts  for  newborns  and  information  about 
Jewish  community  resources. 

Once  your  newborn  moves  beyond  its  first  steps  to 
explore  its  world,  the  Ganon  Preschool  is  there  to  provide 
a safe  and  loving  haven,  where  children  aged  two  to  five 
learn  to  socialize  and  begin  to  celebrate  being  Jewish. 

The  Soloway  JCC's  Shalom  Baby  outreach  program 
received  $5,500  and  the  Canon  Preschool  received 
$7,763  from  the  Federation's  2007  Annual  Campaign. 


The  formative  years  for  your  child  may  take  him  or  her  to 
Hillel  Academy  where  a strong  academic  education  is 
enhanced  by  a solid  Jewish  education  that  connects  your 
child  to  his  or  her  Jewish  heritage.  As  the  world  around  us 
becomes  increasingly  unsettled,  it  is  crucial,  now  more 
than  ever,  that  our  children  remain  connected  to  our  rich 
Jewish  heritage.  They  are  the  future  of  your  community. 

Federation  helps  defray  the  high  cost  of  being 
Jewish  by  subsidizing  Jewish  day  schools.  Ottawa 
day  schools  and  supplementary  schools  received 
$790,600  from  the  2007  Annual  Campaign. 


Integral  to  a Jewish  experience  is  our  sense  of  obligation  to  help  one  another.  After  last 
summer's  devastating  war  in  Israel,  which  was  fought  in  our  community's  partnership 
region,  we  wanted  to  send  a message  of  support  and  love  and  ensure  that  the  children 
in  northern  Israel  returned  to  a comfortable  and  nurturing  learning  environment. 

The  Hanadiv  Elementary  School  in  Metulla  received  $50,000  to  build  a new 
computer  lab  for  students. 
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Say  the  word  Camp  Cesher  in  Ottawa  circles  and  you'll  see  more  than  a 
few  faces  light  up.  Camp  Gesher  continues  to  play  an  important  role  in  the  life 
cycle  of  Ottawa's  Jewish  children  of  all  ages.  It  is  synonymous  with  fostering 
life-long  relationships,  ever-lasting  memories  and  strengthening  a Jewish 
connection.  Camp  Gesher  needs  our  support  if  children  of  future  generations 
are  to  experience  the  joys  of  summer  camp. 

Day  and  overnight  summer  camp  scholarships  totalled  $56,567  for  the  2007 
Annual  Campaign. 


As  your  child  continues  to  grow,  so  must  his  or  her  options  for  continued 
Jewish  experiences.  Federation  helps  send  Ottawa  teens  to  Israel  on  birthright  and 
to  Eastern  Europe  on  March  of  the  Living.  Life-altering  experiences  such  as  these  - 
where  teens  come  face-to-face  with  the  tragic  history  of  the  Jewish  people  combined 
with  the  exhilaration  of  setting  foot  on  Israeli  soil,  their  homeland,  for  their  first  time  - 
are  experiences  that  help  mould  future  Jewish  leaders. 


AJA  50+  received  $29,950  from  the 
2007  Annual  Campaign. 


OTC's  "Living  Legacy"  program  received 
$10,000  from  the  2007  Annual  Campaign. 


Jewish  experiences  should  be  a 
life-long  endeavour.  Fortunately,  in 
Ottawa,  they  can  be  through  social 
interaction,  volunteerism  and/or 
education.  As  the  AJA  50+  member- 
ship continues  to  grow,  so  does  the 
choice  in  innovative  educational  and 
entertaining  programs. 


"birthright"  received  $30,000 
and  "March  of  the  Living" 
$10,000  from  the  2007  Annual 
Campaign. 


Your  child's  Jewish  experience  can  be  enriched 
through  many  special  programs.  Ottawa  Torah 
Center's  Living  Legacy  program  provides  educational 
and  cultural  hands-on  programs  to  Jewish  students 
throughout  Ottawa.  They  are  taught  how  to  bake 
matzah,  the  significance  of  a luluv  and  etrog  to 
Succot,  and  about  the  joys  of  Havdallah. 
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For  some,  the  road  travelled  can 
be  far  more  difficult.  Thankfully, 
Jewish  Family  Services  provides 
direct  assistance  to  help  secure 
shelter,  put  food  on  tables,  pay 
hydro  bills  and  buy  winter  clothes 
to  keep  children  and  families 
warm  during  the  winter  months. 

The  Federation's  contribution 
to  JFS's  direct  assistance 
program  is  $203,722  for  2007. 


Lee  Waxman,  a resident  of  Tamir  since  1985,  enjoys  a 
full  life.  Lee  has  a strong  sense  of  real  belonging  and 
attachment  to  the  community-at-large  and  especially  to 
the  Jewish  community  in  Ottawa.  He  is  a long-time  and 
much-loved  member  of  Agudath  Israel  Congregation 
and  a much-appreciated  volunteer  at  Hillel  Lodge. 

He  thrives  on  his  involvement  in  Tamir's  Judaic 
Outreach  program.  Tamir  provides  our  community's 
developmentally  challenged  with  a brighter  future. 

The  Annual  Campaign  has  supported  Tamir's  Judaic 
Outreach  Program  for  2007  with  $40,000. 


Even  at  the  difficult  juncture  when  we  are  older,  ailing  and  in  need  of  much 
more  care  and  attention,  our  Jewish  experiences  should  remain  rich.  With 
Federation's  help,  Hillel  Lodge  is  able  to  offer  residents  enhanced  care  in 
nursing,  a superior  ratio  of  nursing  staff  to  residents  and  a quality  Kosher  menu 
that  allows  all  residents  to  enjoy  what  is  nourishing,  culturally  familiar  and 
pleasing  to  the  palate. 

Through  its  2007  Annual  Campaign,  Federation  has  supported  Hillel  Lodge 
with  $75,000  for  Kosher  food,  $100,000  for  enhanced  nursing  and  $25,000 
for  its  feeding  program. 


Each  year,  the  Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa's  Annual  Campaign  pumps  much-needed  dollars 
mto  family  services,  the  Soloway  JCC,  Jewish  summer  camps,  educational  opportunities  at  day 
schools,  high  schools,  JSA  Hillel  and  special  programs  and  Jewish  experiences. 

Jewish1de,IOn  'S  C°mmitted  t0  ensurin8 that  Jews  1'v'ng  in  Ottawa  experience  a meaningful 


However,  each  year,  our  needs  increase  and  the  same  money  accomplishes  less. 

Your  gift  to  the  2008  Annual  Campaign  will  ensure  that  another  generation  of  Jewish  life 
thrives,  guaranteeing  a future  for  you,  your  children  and  your  grandchildren. 


xPlea?e  Vve  Cener°usly  . It  does  a world  of  good 

To  donate  on-line  go  to:  www.jewishottawa.com  or  contact  (613)  798-4696,  ext.  232 
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Unique  Holocaust  play  performed  by  Israeli  theatre  group 


(From  left  to  right)  Rami  Baruch,  Kobi  Livne  and  Roy  Horowitz  have 
grown  close  over  four  years  of  performing  The  Timekeepers. 

(OJB  photo:  Jason  Sherriff) 


By  Jason  Sherriff 

The  lights  dim  and  silence  wash- 
es over  the  audience.  A swelling  of 
ticking  clocks  fills  the  small  room. 
A quiet  man  sits  at  a small  wooden 
table  at  the  front  of  the  room,  fid- 
dling with  tools  to  fix  the  wrist- 
watches  strewn  in  front  of  him.  The 
golden  Star  of  David  on  his  chest 
sits  atop  a number  used  to  identify 
him,  and  immediately  indicates  the 
setting  of  The  Timekeepers , an 
Israeli  play  about  an  unlikely 
friendship  in  the  midst  of  the  Holo- 
caust. 

Written  by  American-Israeli  Dan 
Clancy,  Ocean  of  Sugar’s  produc- 
tion of  the  play  premiered  in  Tel 
Aviv  in  2002.  With  stunning  perfor- 
mances, fresh  humour,  and  an  unex- 
pected ending.  The  Timekeepers  is 
an  intimate  play  about  the  friend- 
ship between  two  prisoners  during 
their  stay  at  the  Saxenhausen  con- 
centration camp. 

The  play  premiered  in  Ottawa 
on  August  1 9 at  the  Ottawa  School 
of  Speech  and  Drama  as  part  of  the 
Capital  Pride  Festival,  and  centres 
on  Benjamin,  a conservative  Jew- 
ish horologist  played  by  Rami 
Baruch,  and  Hans,  an  extrovert 
homosexual  played  by  Roy 
Horowitz.  The  pair,  while  first  dis- 


tanced from  one  another  by  their 
obvious  differences,  quickly  dis- 
covers a common  interest  and 
unites  to  cope  with  the  harassment 
they  receive  from  the  Kapo,  played 
by  Kobi  Livne. 

After  a successful  run  at  the 
Edmonton  Fringe  Festival  last  year, 
director  Lee  Gilat,  who  founded  the 
independent  theatre  collective 
Ocean  of  Sugar  in  1999,  was  happy 
to  bring  the  play  back  to  Canada. 


Although  she  hesitates  to  choose 
her  favourite  play  out  of  the  produc- 
tions she  has  directed,  Gilat,  32, 
says  The  Timekeepers  is  a “great 
piece  of  theatre”  uniquely  combin- 
ing humour  with  the  Holocaust. 

“The  fact  that  the  two  characters 
have  a sense  of  humour  gives  light 
to  the  human  factor  of  the  play,” 
says  Gilat.  “It  is  not  a big  epic 
Holocaust  drama,  but  a very  small, 
personal  drama.” 


The  play  is  an  intimate  look  at 
the  different  ways  three  individuals 
are  victims  of  the  Holocaust,  and 
Gilat  says,  "It  is  a clever  decision  by 
the  playwright,  to  see  how  this 
affects  human  nature,  without  see- 
ing the  actual  villain  of  the  story. 
Seeing  only  the  victims,  and  seeing 
how  each  of  them  deals  with  this 
tragedy.” 

Another  important  aspect  of  the 
play,  she  says,  is  that  it  doesn’t 
focus  solely  on  the  Jewish  side  of 
the  Holocaust,  but  depicts  it  as  a 
“more  general  catastrophe,”  show- 
ing how  homosexuals  and  German 
prisoners  were  also  victims. 

“I  sincerely  hope  people  will  see 
whatT  saw  in  this  play,  being  a very 
humanistic  piece  of  theatre,”  Gilat 
says,  explaining  the  power  of  the 
play  is  in  its  intimacy. 

"When  I think  about  The  Time- 
keepers, I can  sense  [what  it  was 
like]  being  there  more  than  if  I see 
something  very  big  and  dramatic. 
This  small  platform  is  something 
that  I can  actually  relate  to.” 

The  playwright  won  two 
awards  for  The  Timekeepers,  and 
Ocean  of  Sugar  has  started  to 
receive  invitations  to  perform  at 
schools.  Performing  the  play  is  a 
joy,  says  Horowitz,  because  it  is  an 


opportunity  to  “present  Israel 
through  its  culture. 

“It’s  a mission  we  take  upon  our- 
selves very  happily,”  he  says. 

Baruch  says  he  doesn’t  think 
they  could  have  performed  the  play 
in  Israel  years  ago. 

"The  survivors  of  the  Holocaust 
can’t  laugh.  It  used  to  be  holy,  to 
touch  our  Holocaust.  I think  people 
are  more  open  to  new  ideas  now,” 
he  says,  noting  Yad  Vashem  now  has 
a wall  recognizing  homosexuals  in 
the  Holocaust. 

After  the  evening  performance 
of  the  play,  Israeli  Ambassador  Alan 
Baker  spoke  about  the  importance 
of  bringing  the  play  to  a wide  vari- 
ety of  audiences,  and  also  said  he 
enjoyed  the  way  the  play  moved 
from  "stillness  and  coldness  to  har- 
mony and  warmth. 

“The  Holocaust  is  still  very 
much  alive,  still  sensitive,"  Baker 
says,  explaining  the  suffering  of  the 
Holocaust  extends  beyond  the  last 
generation.  “It  is  something  that 
touches  all  of  us,  and  I’m  pleased 
[the  play]  will  be  appearing  in 
schools.  It  is  outside  the  usual  thing 
seen  from  Israel.” 

Ocean  of  Sugar  will  perform  The 
Timekeepers  in  Victoria  and  in  Van- 
couver this  year. 


Congregation  Beth  Shalom 

Your  vibrant,  traditional  and  growing  downtown  Ottawa  synagogue. 
Beautifully  renovated,  kosher  facilities  available  for  any  celebration  or  occasion. 


In  celebration  of  our  50th  anniversary 
Join  now  and  pay  only  $50/month*  for  a one  year  Membership 


151  Chapel  Street  • Ottawa.  ON  • KIN  7Y2 
613-789-3501  ext.  221  - www.bethshalom.ca 

* Available  only  for  first  time  Family/Single  Membership  applications. 
Valid  for  one  year  membership  only.  Offer  expires  February  28, 2008. 
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Richler’s  St.  Urbain’s  Horseman  becomes  a TV  miniseries 


By  Michael  Regenstreif 

Mordecai  Richler  mod- 
elled Jake  Hersh,  the  central 
character  in  St.  Urbain's 
Horseman , on  himself. 

Like  Richler,  Jake  was 
bom  in  the  1930s  and  grew 
up  in  Montreal's  legendary 
Jewish  neighbourhood  sur- 
rounding St.  Urbain  Street. 

While  Richler  became  a 
novelist  and  essayist,  Jake  is  a 
television  director  who  works 
briefly  at  the  CBC  in  Toronto 
before  moving  on  to  London 
and  the  BBC  in  the  early- 
1960s.  And  like  Richler  in 
London  at  about  the  same 
time.  Jake  falls  in  love  and 
marries  the  non-Jewish 
British  woman  who  is  the 
love  of  his  life. 

St.  Urbain  s Horseman , 
the  1971  winner  of  the  Gov- 
ernor General’s  Award  for 
fiction  and  the  Common- 
wealth Writers  Prize  for  best 
book,  is  a long  and  complex 
novel  that  tells  the  story  of 
Jake’s  life;  and  of  his  obses- 
sion with  the  horseman , his 
cousin  Joey,  a mysterious  fig- 
ure who  disappears  from  St. 
Urbain  Street  after  a street 


Selina  Giles  and  David  Julien  Hirsh  (Courtesy  CBC) 
fight  with  some  anti-Semitic  a heroic  figure  off  defending 
French  Canadian  youths  the  Jewish  people  on  a grand 
leaves  one  of  the  bullies  criti-  scale:  in  Israel  fending  off 
cally  injured.  Arab  armies  or  in  South 

As  the  years  go  by,  with  America  capturing  Nazi  war 
only  occasional  word  from  criminals. 

Joey  on  his  travels,  Jake  While  Richler  himself 
imagines  the  horseman  to  be  failed  in  his  attempts  to  adapt 
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Inspiring  .lavish  Journeys 


Elliott  Gould  and  Rosemary  Dunsmore  (Courtesy  CBC) 


St.  Urbain  s Horseman  into  a 
workable  screenplay,  veteran 
screen  and  television  writers 
Gerald  Wexler,  Howard  Wise- 
man and  Joe  Wiesenfeld 
managed  to  adapt  the  book 
into  a four-hour  miniseries  by 
telling  Jake’s  story  chrono- 
logically - Richler’s  book 
weaved  back  and  forth  across 
the  decades  - and  by  concen- 
trating on  several  key 
episodes  from  the  novel. 

The  miniseries  will  air 
September  19  and  20  on  CBC 
Television. 

The  $7.4  million  produc- 
tion, directed  by  Peter  Moss 
and  filmed  in  Montreal,  cap- 
tures the  Richlerian  worlds  of 
Montreal  in  the  early  1950s. 
Toronto  later  that  decade  and 
London  in  the  ’60s  with 
authenticity. 

David  Julian  Hirsh,  best 
known  as  the  lead  in  the 
Naked  Josh  television  series 
on  the  Showcase  channel, 
plays  the  adult  Jake,  while  the 
younger  Jake  in  Montreal  is 
portrayed  by  Max  Morrow. 
Other  major  cast  members 
include  Elliott  Gould  as 
Jake’s  rich  Uncle  Abe, 
Andrea  Martin  and  Joel 
Miller  as  his  mother  and 
father,  and  Selina  Giles  as 
Nancy  Croft,  the  woman  he 
falls  in  love  with.  Jacob  Tier- 
ney plays  Joey,  the  horseman, 
with  Liane  Balaban  and 
Rosemary  Dunsmore  as  the 
horseman’s  sister  and  mother. 
Harry  Stein,  the  creepy 
British  bookkeeper  whose 
sexual  proclivities  land  Jake 
in  trouble,  is  played  by 
Michael  Riley. 

Watching  the  St.  Urbain 
Street  scenes  of  Jake’s  youth 


are  a particular  delight  to 
anyone  who  remembers  the 
Jewish  Montreal  of  bygone 
years.  We  see  authentic 
touches  like  Kik  Cola 
posters,  the  outdoor  winding 
staircases  of  the  Mount  Royal 
Plateau  and  Mile  End  sec- 
tions of  Montreal  - so  inap- 
propriate to  a city  with  a 
snowy  and  icy  winter  - and 
inside  the  local  hangout  mod- 
elled after  Wilensky’s,  the 
lunch  counter  a block  from 
St.  Urbain  Street,  which 
remains  virtually  unchanged 
(except  for  the  prices)  to  this 
day. 

In  these  early  scenes  in  the 
miniseries,  we  meet  the 
teenaged  Jake,  his  family  and 
friends  and  see  the  roots  of 
his  fixation  on  his  cousin 
Joey. 

The  acting  of  Andrea  Mar- 
tin as  a stereotypical  Jewish 
mother  and  Elliott  Gould  as 
the  rich  uncle  who  dominates 
the  extended  family's  life  are 
a particular  treat  to  watch. 
And  something  that  will  sure- 
ly bring  a quick  smile  to  the 
face  of  anyone  familiar  with 
Richler’s  best  known  book 
(and  film)  is  the  brief  pres- 
ence of  the  adolescent  Duddy 
Kravitz,  seen  at  a young  age 
predating  his  famous  appren- 
ticeship. 

As  the  Montreal  segments 
of  Jake’s  youth  draw  to  a 
close,  the  horseman  disap- 
pears under  cloudy  circum- 
stances and  the  story’s  locale 
briefly  shifts  to  Toronto  as 
Jake  breaks  into  television 
work  and  he  catches  his  first 
glimpse  of  Nancy,  a beautiful 
British  model  with  whom  he’s 
instantly  smitten. 


From  Toronto,  Jake  moves 
to  London  and  a job  as  a tele- 
vision director  at  the  BBC. 
Here  the  love  story  with 
Nancy  develops  and  he  falls 
in  with  Stein.  The  strange 
friendship  with  Stein  eventu- 
ally leads  to  scandal  and  both 
men  standing  trial  for  a sex 
crime  Stein  commits  in  Jake’s 
house. 

As  with  most  screen  adap- 
tations of  long  novels,  much 
of  the  book  has  been  stripped 
away  from  the  television  pro- 
duction in  order  to  bring  for- 
ward the  central  aspects  of 
the  story.  The  film  is  well 
cast,  from  the  leads  to  the 
minor  characters,  with  strong 
performances  from  all  and 
the  times  and  places  in  which 
the  story  unfolds  are  faithful- 
ly evoked  in  the  sets  and  cos- 
tumes. 

The  original  music  Mon- 
treal jazz  musician  James 
Gelfand  composed  for  St. 
Urbain  s Horseman  also 
evokes  the  film's  locales  and 
eras.  The  early  scenes  in 
Montreal's  Jewish  quarter  are 
scored  by  klezmer  music. 
Gelfand  uses  jazz  for  the 
soundtrack  to  the  Toronto 
segment  and  British-style 
‘60s  rock  and  roll  for  the 
London  scenes. 

The  four-hour  miniseries 
will  almost  certainly  be  a 
highlight  of  the  fall  television 
schedule  and  a new  trade 
paperback  edition  of  St. 
Urbain's  Horseman , with  a 
cover  photo  of  Hirsh  as  Jake 
and  Giles  as  Nancy,  is  being 
issued  for  those  whose 
appetite  for  Richler’s  full- 
length  story  is  whetted  by  the 
production. 
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Netanyahu  will  have  to  find 
a way  to  get  free  of  Feiglin 


(Continued  from  page  11) 
term  for  his  Zo  Artzeinu  activities  ruled  him 
out. 

Now,  Netanyahu  is  looking  for  legal 
grounds  to  expel  Feiglin  and  the  entire  Jewish 
Leadership  group.  One  possibility  would  be 
their  support  for  Israeli  soldiers  refusing  to 
evacuate  settlers,  which  contradicts  the 
Likud’s  blanket  opposition  to  refusal.  Anoth- 
er is  the  fact,  in  the  last  Knesset  election, 
many  of  the  Jewish  Leadership  people, 
although  registered  members  of  the  Likud, 
did  not  vote  Likud.  In  some  predominantly 
Jewish  Leadership  settlements  with  well  over 
100  Likud  members,  only  a handful  actually 
voted  for  the  party. 

The  Likud,  badly  hurt  by  Sharon’s  break- 
away to  form  the  centrist  Kadima  party  in 

Are  you  a 
non-subscriber? 

Change  that  today! 
See  page  40 
for  details  on  how 
to  subscribe 
and  receive 
19  issues  a year. 


November  2005.  won  only  12  Knesset  seats 
in  the  March  2006  Knesset  election.  But  a 
number  of  major  developments  that  year 
restored  the  Likud’s  political  fortunes:  the 
rocket  fire  on  nearby  Israeli  towns  and  vil- 
lages following  the  withdrawal  from  Gaza, 
the  eventual  takeover  of  Gaza  by  Hamas  and 
Olmert’s  poor  performance  in  last  summer’s 
war  with  the  Hezbollah  in  Lebanon.  All  three 
developments  served  to  undermine  Kadima 
and  make  Netanyahu  the  favourite  to  win  the 
next  election. 

That  is  until  Ehud  Baraks  election  as 
Labor  party  leader  in  July  and  Feiglin  s high- 
profile  performance  in  the  subsequent  Likud 
vote.  Where  a few  months  ago  polls  had 
Netanyahu  well  ahead  of  any  rival  for  prime 
minister,  now  he  trails  both  Barak  and  For- 
eign Minister  Tzippi  Livni,  should  she  take 
over  from  Olmert  as  Kadima  leader.  In  a 
three-way  race,  a recent  poll  had  Barak  at  32 
per  cent,  Netanyahu  at  30  per  cent  and  Olmert 
with  just  5 per  cent.  But  .if  Livni  becomes  the 
Kadima  candidate,  she  polls  29  per  cent,  with 
Barak  and  Netanyahu  both  trailing  at  24  per 
cent. 

What  these  figures  show  is  the  vital 
importance  of  the  centrist  vote.  And,  if 
Netanyahu  hopes  to  win  his  way  back  into  the 
Prime  Ministers  Office,  he  will  have  to  find 
a way  to  get  free  of  Feiglin. 
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Local  Jewish  actress,  dramatist 
plans  play  about  Emma  Goldman 


By  Sharon 
Abron  Drache 

The  1 1 th  annual  Ottawa 
Fringe  Festival  featured 
local  actress  and  budding 
playwright,  Tania  Levy,  in 
her  solo  production  “The 
Opposite  of  Infinity”  at 
Academic  Hall. 

Levy  attended  Mai- 
monides  school  from  Kinder- 
garten through  Grade  4 and 
the  Ottawa  Modem  Jewish 
School.  Her  parents  Ted  Levy 
(deceased)  and  Lynne  Als- 
ford  were  members  of  Young 
Israel  of  Ottawa. 

She  is  especially  proud 
of  her  Ottawa  Jewish  her- 
itage. Her  maternal  grand- 
mother, Anne,  was  “a  May- 
berger  and  native  Ottawan, 
who  was  bom  in  Kempt- 
ville,”  she  says. 

As  for  her  artistic  side, 
Levy’s  mother  is  a pub- 
lished poet  and  her  father 
and  grandfather  respective- 
ly played  the  bass  guitar  and 
violin.  Levy’s  cousin,  Arnie 
Mayberger,  who  now  re- 
sides in  Vancouver,  played 
with  his  band,  the  Amiemay 
Combo  for  Elvis  Presley 
when  he  appeared  in  Cana- 
da. Levy  has  a treasured 
photo  of  Cousin  Amie  with 
his  arm  around  Elvis. 

Levy  traces  the  roots  of 
her  acting  career  through 
high  school  improv  at  Bel! 
High  School  to  Natalie 
Stern’s  theatre  school,  to 
Ottawa  University,  where 
she  received  her  degree  in 
theatre  arts  (2002). 

“Natalie  was  wonderful. 
She  had  an  audition  prepa- 
ration class  which  got  you 


Tania  Levy,  proud  of  her  Ottawa  Jewish  heritage 


thinking  about  text  work, 
performing  differently,  im- 
provisation and  character 
development,”  she  says. 

At  Ottawa  U,  Levy 
teamed  up  with  Patrick 
Gautier  to  form  a company 
called  Inside  Jokers , which 
had  gigs  at  Hartwell’s  at  the 
Westin  Hotel.  Also,  she  and 
Gautier  were  hired  by  the 
Institution  Comedy  Club 
when  it  was  housed  on 
Merivaie  Road  and  later  on 
Besserer  Street. 

In  2002,  Levy  co-found- 
ed  Gruppo  Rubato.  The  first 
show  the  company  worked 
on  was  written  by  her.  Enti- 
tled What  Alice  Found 
There , it  focuses  on  Lewis 
Caroll’s  relationship  with 
Alice. 

Delving  into  the  relation- 
ship of  another  author  with 
his  fictional  material  proved 
inspirational  for  her  next 
Grupp  Rubato  production,  a 


take-off  on  Pygmalion 
(2004),  in  which  Levy  acted 
the  parts  she  had  written  for 
herself. 

In  2005,  she  created  her 
first  solo  production, 
The  Jewish  Princess  Diaries, 
which  toured  summer  fringe 
festivals  in  Ottawa,  Win- 
nipeg, Saskatoon,  Edmonton, 
Vancouver  and  Victoria. 

“ The  Jewish  Princess 
Diaries  is  a spoof  on  the 
preteen  2-volume  princess 
diaries.  But  it’s  also  a take 
on  Bridget  Jones.  And  I 
have  added  a Jewish  per- 
spective. I play  a civil  ser- 
vant in  her  mid-20s,  Jessica 
Ann  Pearlman,  an  acronym 
for  JAP,  which  is  purely 
intentional,”  she  says. 


“Jessica  feels  pressured 
to  find  a Jewish  partner 
when  her  best  friend  has  an 
enormous  Jewish  wedding, 
and  asks  Jessica  to  be  maid 
of  honour.  The  play  was 
inspired  in  part  by  my  late 
fathers  cousin’s  wedding 
with  a 20-foot  dessert  table. 
Jessica  seeks  out  Jewish 
men  through  unconvention- 
al venues  like  speed  dating 
with  hilarious  outcomes.” 

Levy’s  current  fringe 
offering.  The  Opposite  of 
Infinity,  is  so  theatre-like  I 
wonder  why  it  does  not  get 
booking  as  a solo  show  at 
the  National  Arts  Centre. 
Her  breaking  down  of  the 
fourth  wall  as  is  traditionally 
done  in  fringe  theatre  pro- 
ductions is  hardly  visible. 

Instead,  the  audience 
willingly  suspends  belief  as 
she  switches  adeptly  from 
acting  both  female  and  male 
roles  in  a romantic  story 
about  the  reunion  of  two 
people  who  have  loved  one 
another  since  childhood.  As 
adults,  a successful  philoso- 
pher and  physicist,  they 
meet  at  a university  lecture 
only  to  discover  their  child- 
hood devotion  has  blos- 
somed as  much  as  they  have 
in  the  intervening  years. 

As  a playwright  Levy 
has  impeccable  timing,  a 
great  eye  for  detail  and  a 
facility  for  writing  memo- 

(Continued  on  page  27) 
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Music  appreciation  series 
returns  to  Soloway  JCC 


By  Maxine  Miska 

The  Greenberg  Families 
Library  fall  music  apprecia- 
tion lectures  with  Professor 
Jean- Jacques  Van  Vlasse- 
laer  begins  September  26  at 
the  SJCC. 

For  the  ninth  year  of  the 
series.  Professor  Van  Vlas- 
selaer  will  present  “The 
History  of  The  Symphony.” 
He  will  explain  the  develop- 
ment of  the  symphonic  over 
the  course  of  six  lectures. 

Van  Vlasselaer  is  a pro- 
fessor of  linguistics  and 
special  adviser  to  the  vice- 
president,  research  and 
international  at  Carleton 
University.  He  is  also  a 
noted  music  critic  for  the 
newspaper  Le  Droit  and  has 
written  many  cultural 
reviews  and  major  articles 
for  the  Encyclopedia  of 
Music  of  the  XXth  Cent uty. 

Van  Vlasselaer  regularly 
delivers  pre-concert  lectures 
at  the  National  Arts  Centre, 


in  both  English  and  French. 
He  has  received  numerous 
decorations  for  his  cultural 
involvement  and  is  particu- 
larly recognized  for  his 
work  on  Holocaust-related 
matters. 

The  Music  Appreciation 
Lectures  will  take  place  at 
1:30  pm  on  Wednesdays  in 
the  SJCC  Social  Hall. 

The  cost  for  SJCC  and 


Greenberg  Families  Library 
members  is  $55  per  six- 
lecture  series,  $12  per  lec- 
ture; non-members  $75  per 
six-lecture  series,  $15  per 
lecture.  Tickets  are  available 
at  the  front  desk  of  the 
SJCC. 

For  more  information, 
call  the  Greenberg  Families 
Library  at  613-798-9818, 
ext.  245. 


Jean-Jacques 
Van  Vlasselaer 


Music  Appreciation 
Lecture  schedule 

September  26 

Introduction:  From  the  concerto  ripieno 
to  Haydn’s  symphonic  outburst  - the  birth  of  a form 

October  3 

The  classical  style:  Haydn,  Mozart,  Beethoven  - 
about  form  and  substance 

October  10 

The  romantic  followers:  from  Schubert  and  Mendelssohn 
to  Schumann  and  Brahms 

October  17 

About  romantic  transformations:  (Berlioz  and  Liszt) 
and  national  contents  (Tchaikovsky,  Dvorak,  Sibelius) 

October  24 

Freeing  the  form:  Bruckner  and  Mahler 

October  31 

The  20th  century  symphonic  tradition 
and  the  end  of  the  symphonic  form 

Playwright  faces  ‘a  lot  of  the  same  challenges’ 


Accounting  For  Your  Future™ 


Ginsberg 

Gluzman 

yp  OuiLcicd  Accounts 


Leon  Gluzman,  CA 
L.  Gerald  Uvilz,  FCA 
Jeffrey  N.  Miller,  CA,  CEE,  TEP 
Patricia  Day.  CA.  CBV,  CFP.  TEP 
John  Baldwin,  CA,  CFP 
Paul  Morton.  CA,  CFP.  TEP 


Chartered  Accountants 

Richard  W.  Page,  CA,  TEP 
Bruce  A.  JnhnXon.  CA,  CFP,  TEP 
Deborah  M.  Bourchicr,  CA,  CFP,  TI 
Hugh  Faloon,  CA,  CFP,  TEP 
Alan  Freed,  CA,  TEP 


Rosh  Hashanah  greetings  to  the 
Ottawa  Jewish  Community 
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At  Earlene’s  House  of  Fashion 

you  will  experience  a unique 
and  comfortable  way  of  shopping. 

In  a relaxed  home  setting  you’ll  be 
pampered  with  personal  and  professional 
attention  for  all  your  wardrobe  needs. 
Featuring  Sunny  Choi 
and  Maty  Rose  collections. 


(Continued  from  page  26) 
rable  dialogue.  With  her 
new  play,  Revolutionary 
Sweetheart.  Levy  is  prepar- 
ing for  the  leap  from  fringe 
to  traditional  theatre. 

“The  idea  for  the  play 
was  pitched  to  me  by  Dave 
Dawson,  the  artistic  director 
for  the  Black  Sheep  The- 
atre. His  company  has  done 
the  Canadian  fringe  circuit 


for  a decade.  Dave  is  enam- 
oured with  Emma  Goldman 
because  she  was  such  a 
crazy,  intense  woman  living 
in  the  20th  century,  who 
was  a Jewish  feminist,  pro 
birth  control,  pro  free  love.  I 
bought  her  2-volume  auto- 
biography, Living  my  Life. 
which  was  written  in  the 
1930s,  and  I was  hooked.” 
Dawson  and  Levy  will 


10  Hotel  Suites. 


ALBERT  at  BAY 

cSuMe  fffote-l 

DOWNTOWN  OTTAWA  435  ALBERT  STREET 
613.238.8858  RESERVATIONS  800.267.6644 
INFO@ALBERTATBAY.COM 
ALBERTATBAY.COM 


Happy  New  Year 
to  the 

Ottawa  Jewish  Community 


co-produce  Revolutionary 
Sweetheart  (i.e.,  they  will 
both  put  up  the  cash).  She 
will  write  and  develop  the 
script  and  also  act  in  it.  He 
will  direct. 

The  three  characters  are 
a contemporary  Jewish 
journalist,  Emma  Goldman 
and  Nora  Helmer  from  Hen- 
rik Ibsens,  The  Doll’s 
House.  For  inspiration  and 
relevancy,  each  woman  fil- 
ters through  the  others’ 
lives.  Three  characters  (past 
and  present)  are  simultane- 
ously evolving. 


“I  have  discovered  that 
as  a Jewish  woman  in  the 
21st  century.  I face  a lot  of 
the  same  challenges  Emma 
Goldman  and  Nora  Helmer 
experienced.  The  Jewish 
female  voice  is  not  widely 
prevalent  in  plays  written  by 
contemporary  Canadians," 
she  says. 

Embracing  the  chal- 
lenge, Tania  reminds  me  the 
remounts  of  The  Jewish 
Princess  Diaries  are  wel- 
come as  are  bookings  for 
her  new  play.  Revolutionary,’ 
Sweetheart. 


till 

^Studio 

• Invitation  Specialists 

• Canadian  Catalogues 

• Weddings 

• U.S.  Catalogues 

• Bar/Bat  Mitzvahs 

• Israeli  Catalogues 

• Personalized  Stationery 

• Do  It  Yourself  Kits 

• Invitation  Addressing 

• Paper  Stock 

• Party  Favours 

• Layered  Ribbon  Cards 

• Full  Selection  of 

• Envelopment  Pockets 

Kippahs 

• Gifts  & more 

1568  CARLING  AVENUE,  OTTAWA 

(Carling  at  Churchill) 

TEL:  613.798.9777 

FAX:  613.798.9778 

Email:  info@paperstudio.ca 

Wishing  the  ' 

Ottawa  Jewish  Community 
a healthy  and  peaceful  New  Year 


MarvRosi 
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By  appointment  only  ♦ 233-0524 

^ 113  James  Street  r 


Universal  life 
from  your  perspective 

Standard  Life  introduces  Perspecta,  a versatile  universal  life 
insurance  concept  for  both  individuals  and  businesses. 

This  innovative  financial  vehicle,  combining  guaranteed 
insurance  protection  and  a tax-sheltered  investment 
component,  can  be  customized  to  your  needs  with  four 
coverage  options  and  nine  investment  funds. 

And  every  Perspecta  policy  is  backed  with  Standard  Life’s 
$33.1  billion  in  assets  and  an  exclusive  6-month 
satisfaction  guarantee. 


STANDARD  LIFE 


w Driven. 

To  exceed  your  needs. 

www.standardlife.ca 
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Active  year  planned  for  AJA  50+  members 

. . r II  nn 4„  nlnhlh  \iatr  r\f  nrnviHinO 


By  Estelle  Melzer 
Active  Jewish  Adults 
( AJA  50+)  kicks  off  its  2007- 
OS  program  year  with  its 
Registration  and  Member- 
ship Renewal  Day  on 
Wednesday,  September  5 at 
the  SJCC.  Program  and 
membership  registration  will 


take  place  from  1 1 :00  am  to 
2:00  pm.  There  will  be  a spe- 
cial program  free  for  all 
members  at  1 :00  pm,  entitled 
“The  ABCs  of  Fraud.”  which 
will  teach  you  how  to  protect 
yourself  from  the  scam 
artists  who  target  seniors. 

This  fall.  AJA  50+  marks 


Happy  New  Year 
to  the 

Ottawa  Jewish  community 


Maria  IVFRae 

River  Ward  City  Councillor  • Conseillete.  quartier  Riviere  j 


'Ottawa 


City  of  Ottawa 

110  Laurier  Avenue  West,  Ottawa,  ON  KIP  1J1 
Tel:  (613)  580-2486  • Fax:  (613)  580-2526 
maria. mcrae@ottawa.ca  • mariamcrae.ca 


its  eighth  year  of  providing 
stimulating  social,  cultural, 
recreationai.  health  and  edu- 
cational programming  at  an 
affordable  price  for  the 
growing  50+  Jewish  popula- 
tion of  Ottawa. 

Beginning  as  a small 
grass  roots  initiative 
responding  to  a need  in  the 
community,  it  has  grown 
into  an  organization  of  more 
than  500  members.  It  is  an 
invaluable  source  of  connec- 
tion and  stimulation  for 
many  people  in  our  commu- 
nity and  the  only  organiza- 
tion in  our  community  advo- 
cating for  Jewish  seniors. 

“AJA  50+  is  different 
things  for  different  people,” 
explains  Elaine  Wolfish,  in- 
coming co-president  with 
Sonja  Kesten.  "Demographi- 
cally,  we  span  two  genera- 
tions. Many  of  our  members 
are  active,  vital  people  in 
their  50s  and  60s  who  now 


picture  frames 
original  artwork 
Judaica 
crystal 
vases 


The  Auxiliary 
Gift  Shoppe 

wishes  the  Ottawa  Jewish 
Community  a Healthy 
and  Happy  New  Year 


AJA  50+  members  enjoy  a 

have  more  leisure  time  and 
are  interested  in  exploring 
new  skills,  friendships  and 
activities. 

“We  also  serve  a very 
important  function  for  older 
seniors,  providing  socializa- 
tion, stimulation  and  con- 
nection. The  unique  thing 
about  our  organization  is 
that  it  is  volunteer  driven 
and  run,  and  programming 
evolves  from  the  interests  of 
our  very  talented  members.” 

Programs  this  fall 
include:  vegetarian  cooking, 
kosher  sushi-making,  finan- 
cial planning  seminars,  lec- 
tures on  allergies  and  on  the 
Jewish  artists  of  Montreal, 
art  gallery  talks,  an  Ikebana 
demonstration,  bridge 
lessons  and  workshops,  art 
classes,  music  appreciation. 
Spanish  lessons,  digital  pho- 
tography classes,  a discus- 


walk and  lecture  on  the  geological  features  of  Ottawa. 


sion  of  interesting  legal 
cases,  tours  of  the  Experi- 
mental Farm,  Rideau  Hall 
and  Heritage  Ottawa,  and 
more.  As  well,  there  are 
ongoing  weekly  interest 
groups  such  as  Current 
Events,  Drop-in  Bridge  and 
Mah  Jongg,  Jews  in  Music 
and  Saturday  Matinees  on 
Thursday. 

Creative  Connections,  a 
very  successful  program  for 
more  senior  members,  pro- 
vides a full  day  of  program- 
ming at  the  SJCC  each  Tues- 
day in  10-week  blocks. 

Special  events  on  the  fall 
calendar  are  a Bridge  and 
Mah  Jongg  Fundraiser  on 
October  31,  sponsored  by  the 
Hyman  Soloway  Family,  and 
a VIP  Brunch  on  November 
18  featuring  Ellen  Wright, 
senior  C1DA  adviser  for  the 
Afghanistan  Task  Force. 


AJA  50+  has  also 
launched  a computer  club 
with  the  aid  of  a Federal 
New  Horizons  grant,  which 
enabled  it  to  buy  four  state- 
of-the-art  computers.  Mem- 
bers are  teaching  and  coach- 
ing other  members  in  basic 
computer  skills. 

“One  of  the  key  priorities 
for  AJA  50+  is  to  keep  our 
programming  affordable  and 
accessible  to  everyone  in  the 
community  who  wants  to 
participate,”  explains  co- 
president Sonja  Kesten.  . 

Membership  is  still  only 
$30  a year  and  subsidies  are 
available  for  those  who 
require  them. 

For  more  information 
about  AJA  50+  please  attend 
the  Registration  and  Mem- 
bership Renewal  Day  on 
September  5 and  bring  a 
friend. 


Please  support  our  advertisers 
and  tell  them  you  saw  their  ad 
in  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin. 


platters 


Chateau  Laurier 


Shana  Tova 

Fairmont  Chateau  Laurier  extends  greetings 
to  the  Jewish  Community  of  Ottawa 
for  a happy  and  healthy  New  Year. 
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HUlel  Lodge,  10  Nadolny  Sachs  Private 
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raw  raw 


Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  - September  3,  2007  - Page  29 


Course  probes  Jews’ 
spiritual  relationship 
with  the  land  of  Israel 


Many  have  explored  the 
politics  and  geography  of 
Israel,  but  few  have  explored 
the  soul  of  the  land.  This  fall, 
the  Rohr  Jewish  Learning 
Institute  is  set  to  unveil  an 
intriguing  new  course  at  over 
250  affiliates  across  the 
globe. 

Unlike  other  courses  con- 
cerned primarily  with  the 
modern  State  of  Israel  or  its 
ancient  history,  The  Land 
and  The  Spirit  focuses  on  the 
mystery  of  the  deep  bond  so 
many  people  feel  for  the  land 
of  Israel. 

“Many  people  love  their 
homes  and  their  countries, 
but  once  they  relocate,  that 
love  begins  to  fade,”  explains 
Rabbi  Menachem  M.  Blum 


Getting 

married, 

celebrating 

a 

special 

birthday 

or 

anniversary, 
just  had 
a 

Bar 

or 

Bat  Mitzvah? 

Send  us  your  good 
news  (photo  too)! 

$50  + gst 

Mail  to: 
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21  Nadolny  Sachs  Pvt 
Ottawa.  Ontario 
K2A  2R9 

Fax: 

613-798-4730 

Email: 

rsaslovemiller® 

ottawajewishbulletin.com 

For  more  information 
call  Rhoda 
Saslove-Miller 
.613-798-4696.  ext.  256 


who  will  be  teaching  the 
course  at  SJCC.  “Yet,  no  mat- 
ter where  they  have  lived, 
Jews  have  continued  to  dream 
about  the  land  of  Israel.  The 
Land  and  The  Spirit  looks  to 
answer  why  that  dream  has 
persisted  across  borders  and 
generations.” 

The  Land  and  The  Spirit 
provides  students  with  an 
explanation  for  the  central 
role  the  Holy  Land  plays  in 
the  Jews’  mission  throughout 
history.  The  course  explains 
what  it  means  for  a land  to  be 
holy,  and  the  implications 
this  has  for  the  people  living 
within  that  land.  The  Land 
and  The  Spirit  also  explores 
the  relationship  Jews  in  the 
Diaspora  maintain  with 
Israel  despite  their  place  of 
residence. 

“Whatever  their  political 
bent,  people  all  across  the 
globe  have  an  opinion  about 
Israel,  whether  positive  or 
negative,”  says  the  rabbi. 
“Whether  people  feel  hope  or 
despair,  pride  or  concern, 
people  care  about  Israel.  By 
probing  the  spiritual  connec- 
tion Jews  have  with  the  Holy 
Land  we  hope  our  students 
will  come  away  with  appreci- 
ation for  why  Israel  matters 
so  much  to  them." 

This  exciting  new  course 
will  be  offered  at  the 
Soloway  JCC  for  six  Tues- 
days, starting  October  28. 
The  course  costs  $90.  which 
includes  a beautiful  student 
textbook. 

“We  are  so  sure  that  peo- 


ple will  enjoy  it.”  says  Rabbi 
Blum,  “that  we  invite  anyone 
interested  to  attend  the  first 
lesson  free,  with  no  obliga- 
tion. Just  let  us  know  that 
you’re  coming  and  we’ll  have 
a seat  for  you.” 

The  Jewish  Learning 
Institute  (JLI)  is  the  adult 
education  arm  of  Chabad- 
Lubavitch.  JLI's  classes  and 
programs,  now  offered  in 
more  than  300  locations  in 
more  than  250  cities  nation- 
wide, as  well  as  international 
locations  (including  Aus- 
tralia, Belgium,  Brazil, 
Colombia,  Denmark,  Finland 
Holland  South  Africa,  Swe- 
den, the  United  Kingdom  and 
Venezuela).  In  Ottawa,  140 
students  attended  JLI  courses 
at  the  SJCC  last  year  and  its 
popularity  has  grown  over  the 
last  five  years. 

“JLI  courses  cover  a vari- 
ety of  topics,"  explains  Rabbi 
Blum.  “The  commitment  is 
only  for  six  weeks  for  one 
evening  each  week.  If  stu- 
dents have  to  miss  a class, 
they  either  take  it  at  another 
JLI  chapter  wherever  they  are 
travelling  or  they  can  get  the 
recording  so  that  they’re  up 
to  date  for  the  next  lesson." 

The  Land  and  The  Spirit  is 
co-sponsored  locally  by 
Ottawa  Torah  Center,  the 
Embassy  of  Israel  and  the 
Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa. 

For  reservations  and  up- 
to-the-minute  information 
about  The  Land  and  The 
Spirit,  visit  www.niyJLl.com 
or  call  613-823-0866. 


HOLOCAUST  EDUCATION 
WEEK  2007 


The  Holocaust: 

Through  the  Eyes  of  A Child 

Presents 

Internationally  recognized  author  and  speaker 

Barbara  Coloroso 


Monday,  November  5, 2007 

7:00  PM  • Location  TBA 
Tickets:  $5  students  / $8  adults 
Book  signing  to  follow. 

Barbara  Coloroso  is  an  internationally 
recognized  speaker  and  author  in  the 
areas  of  parenting,  teaching,  non- 
violent conflict  resolution  and 
reconciliatory  justice.  In  her  latest 
book  Extraordinary  Evil:  A Brief 
History  of  Genocide,  she  has  turned 
her  attention  to  the  subject  of 
genocide:  what  it  means,  where  it 
begins  and  where  it  must  end. 


A program  of  the  Shoah  (Holocaust)  Committee  of  Ottawa. 


For  further  details  on  this  and  other  Holocaust  Education  Week 
programs,  please  log  on  to:  wwrv.iewishottawa.com  or  contact. 
Dawn  Paterson  (613)  798-4696  ext.  236  or  dpaterson@jewishottawa.com 


Live  Generously. 


IT  DOES  A WORLD  OF  GOOD 
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Torah  High  offers  credit  courses  for  Jewish  public  school  students 

i nwi  inch  flnt.crrppn  tplf»Y'icinn 


The  52  students  who 
attended  Torah  High  this  past 
year  all  agree:  it.  has  become 
the  place  to  be  for  Jewish 
teenagers  in  Ottawa. 

“Torah  High  is  an  amaz- 
ing experience”  says  Lindsay 
Sheinfeld,  a Grade  10  stu- 
dent at  John  McCrae  High 
School,  who  had  never 
attended  any  Jewish  school 
before  Torah  High.  "Jt's  often 
hard  to  find  time  in  our  busy 
lives  to  learn  about  and  dis- 
cover our  heritage.  Torah 
High  gives  us  the  opportuni- 
ty to  do  this  in  a manner  that 
is  not  stressful.  The  people 
are  great,  the  friendships 
made  are  lasting.  It’s  a 
worthwhile  experience.” 

Torah  High  offers  high 
school  credits  to  Jewish 
teenagers  who  attend  public 
high  schools  in  Ottawa.  It 
welcomes  all  Jewish  public 
high  school  students.  No  prior 
Jewish  education  or  knowl- 


edge of  Hebrew  is  required. 

Courses  are  available  after 
school  and  during  the 
evening  and  include  universi- 
ty preparation  courses  for 
students  in  Grades  10-12  and 
an  open  course  for  Grade  9 
students. 

The  Mitzvah  Action  Corp 
course  teaches  students  about 
mitzvahs.  Then  the  students 
perform  them  in  the  commu- 
nity. Mitzvah  projects  this 
past  year  included  the  Ottawa 
Mission,  the  Ottawa  Food 
Bank,  Tamir,  Hillel  Lodge, 
Christie  Lake  Kids,  Mitzvah 
Day,  the  Walkathon,  the  Yom 
Ha’Shoah  Ceremony  on  Par- 
liament Hill  and  a project  for 
the  kidnapped  Israeli  soldiers 
at  the  Yom  Ha’Atzmaut  Cele- 
bration at  the  Civic  Centre. 

“We  all  get  to  hang  out 
after  school,  eat  some  food 
and  talk  about  things  we 
wouldn’t  normally  get  to  talk 
about  involving  Judaism” 


Torah  High  students  wearing  their  Torah  High  hoodies  at  the  Winter  Leadership 
Retreat  at  Calabogie  Peaks  Resort  (from  left  to  right):  Jenny  Srour,  Evie  Cohen,  Alisa 
Lazear,  Julia  Kozinska  and  Melany  Chaiquin. 


says  Danielle  Klein,  a Grade 
9 student  at  Sir  Robert  Bor- 
den High  School.  “Once  a 
month,  we  go  out  and  do  a 


Ottawa  Centre 


Invites  you 
to  join  us 
as  we  celebrate 
the  achievements  of 
three  exceptional 
women: 

Shirley  Greenberg, 
Keynote  Speaker 


Linda 

Greenberg 


Wednesday, 
October  24,  2007 

Agudath  Israel  Synagogue 

1400  Coldrey  Avenue 

7:30  pm 


Terry 

Schwarzfeld 


Dessert  Reception  following  • Couvert  $25.00 

Please  RSVP  before  October  1 8,  2007 
(613)  798-7644 


CHW 


90  Years  Strong! 


Children 

Healthcare 

Women 


mitzvah.  Not  only  do  we  get 
all  our  required  [volunteer] 
hours,  but  it’s  also  a lot  of 
fun.” 

For  credit  courses,  stu- 
dents are  required  to  attend  a 
once-a-week  two-hour  class 
and  need  to  complete  an 
additional  35  hours  out-of- 
class through  a variety  of 
educational  options,  such  as 
a weekend  convention  in 
places  like  New  York  City 
and  Washington.  This  past 
February,  Torah  High  ran  a 
Winter  Leadership  Retreat  at 
the  luxurious  Calabogie 
Peaks  Resort,  which  included 
skiing,  snowboarding  and 
snowtubing,  as  well  as  fun 
educational  programs.  The 
educational  components  of 


Goldstein 

Brothers 

Limited 

Repairs, 
Installations, 
Electrical 
Maintenance 
Rapid  Service 
Reasonable  Rates 

Master  Electrician 
Lie  #7001419 

Tel:  613-737-9722 
Cell:  613-229-5685 
Call  Frank 
anytime 


this  weekend  convention 
counted  towards  the  hours 
required  to  complete  the 
credit  course. 

Torah  High  classes  take 
place  at  the  NCSY  Lounge 
located  on  Craig  Henry 
Drive,  a short  walk  from  Sir 
Robert  Borden  High  School. 
The  lounge  is  outfitted  with 
comfortable  couches,  a 52- 


inch  flat-screen  television, 
Xbox  consoles  and  a foosball 
table.  Students  from  other 
schools  travel  to  Torah  High 
by  taxi.  To  make  the  program 
accessible,  tuition  and  trans- 
portation are  free.  As  an 
added  incentive,  all  students 
who  register  for  Torah  High 
will  be  entered  to  win  a brand 
new  iPhone. 

Torah  High  also  offers 
high  school  credits  in  the 
summer  on  trips  to  Israel. 
One  Ottawa  Torah  High  stu- 
dent obtained  a Jewish  stud- 
ies credit  on  the  NCSY,  “The 
Jerusalem  Journey”  Israel 
summer  program,  and  two 
Torah  High  students  obtained 
English  credits  on  “Shake- 
speare in  Jerusalem,”  in 
which  they  studied  English 
for  half  of  the  day  and  toured 
for  the  other  half. 

Torah  High  is  a project  of 
NCSY  Ottawa  and  is  funded 
by  the  Jewish  Federation  of 
Ottawa  and  private  dona- 
tions. For  more  information 
or  to  register,  visit 
www.TorahHigh.ca  or  con- 
tact Bram  Bregman  at  613- 
262-6279  or  bram@ncsy 
ottawa.com. 


Shana 
1 ova 


CANADIAN 

VZV  MAGEN  DAVID  ADOM 

BEST  WISHES  TO  ALL  OUR 
DONORS,  FRIENDS  AND  FAMILIES 
FOR  A HEALTHY  AND  HAPPY  SHANA  TOVA  5768 

Canadian  Magen  David  Adorn, 
the  sole  support  arm  in 
Canada  of  Magen  David  Adorn  Israel, 
Israel’s  National  Emergency,  Medical, 
Ambulance  and  Blood  Service. 

Israel  can’t  survive  without  MDA 
MDA  can’t  survive  without  you. 

Acknowledge  all  occasions 
by  ordering  our  tribute  cards  and  certificates 

Honorary  National  Director: 

Sarah  Swedler 

Phone:  613-231-3659  / Fax:  613-231-7177 

Email:  swedler@rogers.com 

Ottawa  Ambassador: 

Sam  Litwack 

Phone:  613-738-7778  / Fax:  613-738-1752 
Email:  samdora@>sympatico.ca 

National  Headquarters: 

Email:  info@cmdai.org 
Toll  Free:  1-800-731-2848  / Fax:  514-731-2490 

On-line  donations:  www.cmdai.org 
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Jewish  bereavement  group  to  begin  in  October 


By  Marlene  Goldfarb 

Cherun,  MSVV  RSW 

As  the  Yom  Tovim 
approach,  we  tend  to  take 
stock  of  the  past  year,  think 
about  how  to  become  a better 
person  and  make  plans  for 
the  holidays.  While  for  most 
it  is  a time  of  looking  for- 
ward to  being  together  with 
loved  ones,  this  happy  reality 
is  not  true  for  everyone. 

For  some,  the  approach- 
ing holidays  bring  apprehen- 
sion, sadness,  and  over- 
whelming feelings  of  loss 
because  a much  loved  some- 
one will  not  be  there  to  cele- 
brate with  them. 

While  the  loss  of  a 
spouse,  parent,  sibling  or 
child  is  particularly  pro- 
found, it  is  true  we  begin  to 
experience  loss  from  the 
moment  we  are  born.  Very 
little  remains  the  same  in  a 
person’s  lifetime  and  every 
change  brings  with  it  a loss, 
even  when  it  also  brings 
benefit. 

Dealing  with  loss,  even 
when  the  loss  is  natural  and 
timely,  is  difficult  and  often 


overwhelming.  When  we  lose 
someone  we  love,  the  loss  is 
most  painful.  A life  which 
once  felt  full,  predictable  and 
safe  can  begin  to  seem 
empty,  menacing  and  bleak. 

The  death  of  someone 
close  to  us  demands  that  we 
redefine  who  we  are  and, 
often,  learn  new  roles  and 
responsibilities  when  we  are 
most  vulnerable  and  least 
prepared  to  do  so. 

Coping  with  the  loss  of  a 
dear  one  is  made  all  the  more 
difficult  by  the  fact  our  soci- 
ety does  not  teach  us  how  to 
grieve.  In  his  book.  Still 
Here , Ron  Dass  states  "in  a 
culture  that  emphasizes  sto- 
icism and  forward  move- 
ment, in  which  time  is 
deemed  'of  the  essence’  and 
there  is  little  tolerance  for 
slowness,  inwardness,  and 
melancholy,  grieving  - a 
healthy,  necessary  aspect  of 
life  - is  often  overlooked.” 

The  bereaved  person  is 
too  often  left  feeling  inade- 
quate, misunderstood  and 
terribly  lonely:  with  the 
result  that  he  or  she  must 


learn  to  make  his  or  her  way 
alone,  often  with  expecta- 
tions of  well-meaning  friends 
and  family  that  they  move  on. 

Jewish  Family  Services 
counsellors  see  grieving  as  a 
necessary  stage  for  one  to 
come  to  terms  with  the  past 
and  live  again  more  fully  in 
the  present.  Exploring  the 
loss  with  the  guidance  and 
support  of  professionals,  and 


in  the  company  of  others  who 
are  on  the  same  journey,  is  a 
very  helpful  way  for  people 
to  take  the  first  steps  toward 
repairing  their  world. 

Last  year,  JFS  offered  a 
Jewish  Bereavement  Support 
group  for  the  first  time.  Par- 
ticipants found  comfort  in 
asking  questions  in  a setting 
where  acceptance  and 
patience  were  the  context 


within  which  the  Jewish  grief 
process  was  explored. 

Again  this  year,  the  group 
will  be  co-facilitated  in  a 
workshop  format  by  Maxine 
Kossy,  a teacher  and  counsel- 
lor. The  group  will  meet  once 
a week,  beginning  in  mid- 
October,  for  eight  weeks, 
looking  at  a different  aspect 
of  grieving  at  each  meeting. 

Screening  interviews  will 


take  place  prior  to  the  begin- 
ning of  the  group.  It  is  sug- 
gested people  not  apply  with- 
in three  months  of  the  loss  of 
the  loved  one.  The  cost  of  the 
eight  sessions  is  SI 00,  with  a 
sliding  scale  available. 

For  further  information  or 
to  indicate  interest  in  regis- 
tering, call  me  at  613-722- 
2225.  ext.  301  or  e-mail  me 
at  mchenm@jfsottawa.com. 


Florence  Melton  School  forms  partnership 
with  Agudath  Israel  and  Temple  Israel 


Carleton 

UNIVERSITY 
Canada's  Capital  University 


New  Language  Course: 
Fall/Winter  2007-8 


Bu  Maxine  Miska 

The  Florence  Melton 
School  of  Ottawa  will  hold 
classes  this  year  at  Agudath 
Israel  and  Temple  Israel  with 
Rabbi  Steven  Garten  and 
Rabbi  Charles  Popky  serving 
as  faculty. 

The  partnership  is  an 
effort  to  provide  SJCC  pro- 
gramming in  other  sites  in 
the  community  and  to  benefit 
from  the  expertise  of  congre- 
gational rabbis  in  adult  Jew- 
ish education.  Classes  will  be 
held  on  Wednesday  nights 
7:15-9:30  at  Agudath  Israel 
and  Thursday  mornings  9:30- 
1 1 :45  at  Temple  Israel  from 
October  through  June. 

The  Florence  Melton 
Adult  Mini-School  of  Ottawa 
is  part  of  an  international  net- 
work of  schools  seeking  to 
inspire,  enlighten  and  chal- 
lenge adult  learners  from  all 
segments  of  the  Jewish  com- 
munity' to  study  Judaism  seri- 


Max  and  Tessie 
Zelikovitz 
Centre  for 
Jewish  Studies 


Registration  now  open! 


Hebrew  I 

RELI  2902A  : Hebrew  I 
College  of  the  Humanities:  Religion 

This  course  is  sponsored  by  the  Zelikovitz  Centre  for  Jewish  Studies 


To  register,  log  on  to  Carleton  Central  @ www.carleton.ca 
For  more  information,  contact  the  program  in  Religion, 
613-520-2100  or  www.carleton.ca/chum/religion 


ously  and  comprehensively. 
There  are  more  than  $0 
schools  in  the  United  States, 
Canada,  the  United  Kingdom 
and  Australia  with  more  than 
15,000  adult  student  gradu- 
ates worldwide. 

A project  of  the  Hebrew 
University  of  Jerusalem,  the 
Melton  School  offers  adult 
learners  a serious,  two-year 
program  of  study.  Graduates 
receive  a Certificate  in  Jew- 
ish Studies  from  the  universi- 
ty. The  classes  employ  a cur- 
riculum, developed  by  educa- 
tors from  the  Melton  Centre 
for  Jewish  Education  at  the 
Hebrew  University  of 
Jerusalem,  which  surveys  the 
basic  components  of  Jewish 
literacy  and  knowledge.  The 


courses  explore  the  essential 
ideas  and  reasons  underlying 
Jewish  holidays  and  prac- 
tices, central  beliefs  and  con- 
cepts, important  moments  in 
history  and  contemporary 
ethical  issues. 

The  Ottawa  Melton 
School  was  established  four 


years  ago  and  has  graduated 
more  than  100  students. 
Many  have  continued  in 
graduate  courses  that  cover  a 
wide  range  of  topics  includ- 
ing Israeli  Literature,  the 
History  of  Zionism.  Judaism 
and  Psychology,  Maimonides 
and  Jewish  spirituality. 


Athens  Rugs  Ltd. 

Carpet  • Vinyl  • Ceramics 


Harry 

Kitzemian 

1365  Cyrville  Road 
Gloucester,  Ontario 
K.IB  3L7 
Tel:  613-741-4261 
Fax:  613-741-2944 


BAF  / BAT  flITZVAH5 
. R0GK  'H  ROLL  STYLE  ! 


Time  to  kiss  that  boring  ballroom  party  goodbye, 
because  the  possibilities  are  endless! 


Bar/Bat  Mitzvahs  - Celebration  Parties  - Weddings  - Corporate  Parties! 


(613)  241-2442 

Please  call  trie  Hard  Rock  Sales  Team 

73  York  Street  Ottawa  ~ hardrocksales@on.aibn.com 
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The  blowing  of  the  shofar 
and  the  call  to  end 
domestic  violence 


HAPPY  NEW  YEAR  FROM  THE  OTTAWA  BAGEL  SHOP 


Kugels  - regular,  sweet  and  potato 
Knishes,  potato,  vegetable  and  mushroom 
Potato  latkes 
Cheese  bagels 
Cheese  blintzes 

Kosher  Gefilte  fish  logs 
SPECIAL  $4.99 


Please  phone  your  orders 
613-722-8753 


l SAcd  goods  wad  only 

V undo  (he  tupeniunn  of  the 
Oui»>  Vud  llaKuhrut 


1321  Wellington 

Open  7 Days  a Week  from  6:30 
www.bagelshop.ca 


By  Sarah  Caspi 
Although  the  sounding  of 
the  shofar  on  Rosh  Hashanah 
is  a Torah  decree,  there  is  an 
allusion  in  it  as  well.  It  says: 
“Be  roused,  sleepers,  from 
your  sleep,  and  slumberers, 
take  from  your  slumber; 
search  your  deeds  and  return 
in  teshuvah  ...”  Mishnah 
Torah,  Laws  of  Teshuvah,  3:4 
Rosh  Hashanah  and  Yom 
Kippur  are  a time  for  deep 
spiritual  reflection  and  a time 
for  a personal  inventory.  The 
prayers,  reflection  and  desire 
for  teshuvah  (return,  repen- 
tance), the  objective  during 
the  days  between  Rosh 
Hashanah  and  Yom  Kippur, 
call  us  to  action.  On  Rosh 
Hashanah,  we  need  to  wake 
up  and  be  honest  and  objec- 
tive about  our  lives:  who  we 
are,  where  we’ve  been  and  in 
which  direction  we're  headed. 

“The  Teruah  sound  - nine 
quick  blasts  in  short  succes- 
sion - resembles  an  alarm 


JEWISH  NATIONAL  FlIM) 
OF  CANADA 


¥ 


/ 
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FILL  YOUR  JNF  BLUE  BOX 
& 


WIN  A MEMBERSHIP  TO  THE 
SOLOWAY  JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CENTRE! 

FILL  THE  JNF  BLUE  BOX  WITH  AT  LEAST  $36 
& YOU  WILL  BE  ELIGIBLE  FOR  THE  DRAW, 

WHICH  WILL  TAKE  PLACE  ON  OCTOBER  25,  2007 

Boxes  can  be  dropped  off  and  new  ones  picked  up 
at  the  following  locations:  JNF  Office,  Hillel  Academy  Office 
Congregation  Beth  Shalom,  Agudath  Israel  Congregation,  ’ 
Temple  Israel  and  Machzikei  Hadas  Congregation 

Chair,  Blue  Boxes — Naomi  Lipsky  Cracower 

For  further  information,  please  contact  Margo  at  the  JNF  Office 
Tel.  (613)  798-2411  or  e-mail:  lit t a j n f-ca nada.or  g 


clock,  arousing  us  from  our 
spiritual  slumber.  The  shofar 
brings  clarity,  alertness  and 
focus.”  (mvw.aish.com) 

Throughout  history,  the 
Jewish  community  has  been 
fighting  injustice  towards  its 
own  people  and  to  others  who 
suffer.  But,  when  it  comes  to 
domestic  violence  in  the  Jew- 
ish community,  have  we  been 
silent?  Do  we  still  believe 
Jewish  women  are  too  strong 
to  be  abused?  Do  we  still 
believe  all  Jewish  men  are 
gentle?  Do  we  believe  it  does- 
n’t happen  in  our  community? 

Let  the  shofar ’s  call  be  a 
call  to  action  on  the  issue  of 
domestic  violence  in  our  com- 
munity. This  Succot,  several 
local  rabbis,  including  Rabbi 
Reuven  Bulka,  will  speak 
about  domestic  violence  on 
Shabbat  Succot.  This  tradition 
of  using  the  holiday  of  Succot 
to  focus  on  the  issue  of 
domestic  violence  started  in 
San  Francisco  and  many  com- 
munities are  now  adopting  it. 

The  role  of  clergy  is  vital 
in  informing  and  supporting 
the  efforts  to  end  domestic 
violence.  Clergy  of  all 
denominations  provide  a vital 
link  in  the  support  chain. 

They  are  often  the  first 
people  approached,  and  the 
more  informed  a clergy  per- 
son is,  the  more  they  will  be 
able  to  recognize  the  signs  of 
abuse  and  be  able  to  provide 
support  in  a meaningful  way. 

All  members  of  the  com- 
munity need  to  be  able  to 
help  in  some  way.  Some 
steps  you  can  take  if  you  sus- 
pect a neighbour,  friend  or 
family  member  is  in  an  abu- 
sive relationship  include: 

• Speak  to  her  about  it  by 
expressing  your  concern  and 
assuring  her  you  can  help.  If 


you  are  unsure  about  what  to 
do,  see  resource  information 
below. 

• Encourage  her  not  to 
confront  her  partner  if  she  is 
planning  to  leave.  Her  safety 
must  be  protected. 

• If  there  are  children, 
offer  childcare  while  she 
seeks  help. 

• Encourage  her  to  speak 
to  a professional  who  can 
work  with  her  to  ensure  the 
safety  of  herself  and  her  chil- 
dren. 

If  you  are  concerned  you 
may  be  in  an  abusive  rela- 
tionship, speak  to  someone 
you  trust:  a friend,  a family 
member,  a rabbi,  a counsellor 
at  Jewish  Family  Services  or 
another  professional. 

Prevention  of  domestic 
violence  is  an  important  part 
of  ensuring  we  all  have 
healthy  relationships.  Raising 
our  sons  to  be  strong,  support- 
ive, loving  partners  is  one 
vital  step.  Jackson  Katz,  a 
public  educator,  addresses 
these  issues  in  his  book  The 
Macho  Paradox:  Why  Some 
Men  Hurt  Women  and  How  All 
Men  Can  Help."  For  further 
information,  go  to  his  website 
at  www.jacksonkatz.com. 

Together  we  can  make  our 
community  safe  and  healthy, 
a community  of  Shalom 
Bayit. 

Shalom  Bayit  is  a program 
of  Jewish  Family  Services.  It 
seeks  to  inform,  educate, 
provide  resources  and  raise 
awareness  about  family  vio- 
lence in  the  Jewish  commu- 
nity. Shalom  Bayit  provides 
confidential  counselling. 

Sarah  Caspi  is  the  co- 
ordinator of  Shalom  Bayit. 
For  further  information, 
please  call  613-722-2225 
and  ask  for  Sarah. 


Happy  New  Year 
to  the 

Ottawa  Jewish  community 

Diane 

Holmes 

Ottawa  City  Councillor 

Diane.Holmes@ottawa.ca 
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Media  savvy  rabbi  to  be 
guest  speaker  at  JFS  AGM 


By  Rena  Herman,  JFS 

Rabbi  Irwin  Kula  will  be 
the  guest  speaker  at  the  Jew- 
ish Family  Services  AGM 
on  October  16,  2007  at 
1255  Carling,  3rd  floor. 

Rabbi  Kula  is  considered 
one  of  the  great  Jewish 
thinkers  of  our  time.  He  has 
inspired  thousands  of  peo- 
ple using  Jewish  wisdom  in 
a way  that  speaks  to  modern 
life.  His  topic  will  be  on 
solutions  to  the  alienation 
and  assimilation  plaguing 
North  American  Jewry. 

Rabbi  Kula  is  the  presi- 
dent of  CLAL,  The  Nation- 
al Jewish  Centre  for  Lead- 
ership and  Learning,  a lead- 
ership training  institute, 
think  tank  and  resource  cen- 
tre. He  has  authored  numer- 
ous books,  including  Yearn- 
ings: Embracing  the  Sacred 
Messiness  of  Life  (Hyperi- 
on, September  2006),  win- 
ner of  a “Books  for  a Better 
Life  Award .” 

He  is  a prominent  Jewish 
voice  within  the  media, 
appears  frequently  on  CNN 
and  Fox  news,  has  been  a 
repeat  guest  on  The  Oprah 
Winfrey  Show  and  is  a popu- 
lar guest  on  PBS  s Frontline. 

Rabbi  Kula  is  also  the 
host  of  a new  13-part  public 
television  series  Simple  Wis- 
dom. The  series  uses  Jewish 
wisdom  to  explore  life 
issues  including  identity, 
spirituality,  family,  love, 
sex,  money  and  work. 

The  rabbi  teaches  us  that 
separating  the  spiritual  from 
the  practical  is  misguided. 
Rather,  the  values  and  prin- 
ciples that  sustain  us,  the 
awareness  that  informs  us 
and  the  purposes  that 
inspire  us  are  expressed  not 
only  in  our  spiritual  moods, 
but  in  how  we  work  and 
spend  our  money  and  par- 
ticipate in  civic  affairs. 


Great  Jewish  thinker  Rabbi  Irwin  Kula’s  philosophies 
provide  a broad  vision  of  religious  pluralism. 


Rabbi  Kula's  philoso- 
phies provide  a broad  vision 
of  religious  pluralism,  hon- 
ouring tradition  through 
such  contemporary  chan- 
nels as  work,  volunteerism 
and  philanthropy  as  a form 
of  spiritual  practice. 

He  does  not  see  wealth 
and  power  as  spiritually 
neutral.  He  says  that  how 
we  acquire  and  use  these  are 
opportunities  for  expressing 
our  deepest  spirituality,  and 
wealth  and  power  are  bless- 
ings that  enable  us  to  act  to 
create  a better  world. 

In  addition  to  Rabbi 
Kula  s keynote  address,  the 
evening  will  include  the 
presentation  of  the  Elaine 
Rabin  Social  Service  Award 
to  David  Freeman,  and  the 
installation  of  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

To  attend,  please  RSVP 


to  613-722-2225  by  Tues- 
day, October  9,  2007. 


EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITY 

SCHOOL  SOCIAL  WORKER 
JEWISH  FAMILY  SERVICES  OF  OTTAWA 

Jewish  Family  Services  of  Ottawa,  an  Accredited  Family  Service  Agency,  is  seek- 
ing a social  worker  for  our  Student  Support  program  to  work  on  site  at  an  orthodox 
elementary  school  under  the  supervision  of  the  Co-ordinator  of  the  program.  The  JFS 
Student  Support  program  provides  culturally  sensitive  counselling  and  consultative 
services  to  Jewish  Day  Schools  in  Ottawa  on  a contractual  basis. 

Initial  working  hours  will  be  one  half-day  a week.  Hours  may  increase  as  the  pro- 
gram evolves.  Position  to  start  in  September. 

Prerequisites 

• Masters  of  Social  Work  and  registration  through  Ontario  College 
of  Social  Workers  and  Social  Service  Workers 

• Good  knowledge  of  orthodox  Jewish  culture 

• Experience  in  school  social  work  setting 

• Experience  in  working  with  complex  family  situations  and  systems 
Experience  in  collaborative,  cognitive-behavioural  approach  to  social  work  practice 

• Experience  with  smaMroups 

• Understanding  of  pl^n^apy  with  children. 

• Strong  organizational  and  computer  skills. 

• Ability  to  work  independently,  in  consultation  with  supervisor 

• Able  to  function  in  a team  environment  with  non-social  work  professionals 

Please  forward  resumes  to: 

Marlene  Goldfarb  Cherun.  MSW  RSW 
Assistant  Director 
Jewish  Family  Services  of  Ottawa 
2255  Carling  Avenue  Suite  301 
Ottawa,  ON  K2B  7Z5 

613  722-2225  ext.  301  * 613  722-7570  (fax)  • mcherun@jfsottawa.com 


Na’amat  Canada 


What  Do  These  Children  Have  In  Common? 


Richard  Patten,  MPP 
Ottawa  Centre 

41 1 Roosevelt  Ave.,  Suite  204 
Ottawa,  ON  K2A  3X9 

TEL:  (613)  722-6414 
FAX:  (613)  722-6703 
rpatten.mpp.co@liberal.oIa.org 


Happy  New  Year  to  the  Ottawa  Jewish  community 


They  are  all  Israeli  children  from  underprivileged  families.  They  are  all  being  nurtured  at  one 
of  Na'amat's  260  securely  protected  daycare  centres.  They  have  all  recently  been 
Spiritually  Adopted  by  kind  and  generous  donors,  like  you. 

Help  provide  quality  care  and  education  to  the  children  of  Israel  through 
Na'amat  Canada's  Spiritual  Adoption  program! 

Wishing  you  a sweet  and  joyous  Rosh  Hashanah. 

Think  Israel  Think  Na’amat 

Na  amat  Canada  Toll  Free:  1.888.278.0792  E-Mail,  naamat@total.net  Web:  www.naamat.com 
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Max  Smolkin  celebrates  a very  special  birthday 


By  Cynthia 
Nyman  Engel 
His  vision  isn’t  so  good 
and  his  hearing  has  waned 
but  Max  Smolkin  s mind  is 
sharp,  his  sense  of  humour 
keen,  his  zest  for  life  infec- 
tious. That’s  a mighty  , im- 
pressive roster  for  a fellow 
teetering  on  the  brink  of  his 
100th  birthday. 

The  remarkable  Max 
Smolkin  will  turn  100  years 
old  on  January  16. 2008.  But, 
since  it’s  easier  to  get  family 
and  friends  together  in  sum- 
mertime, his  children  Ros- 
alie, Robert  and  David  decid- 
ed to  mark  their  father’s 
major  milestone  on  the 


August  2007  long  weekend. 

“Dad  comes  from  a fami- 
ly of  eight  children  whose 
children  have  formed  a 
Cousins'  Club.  We’re  about 
70  strong,”  says  Rosalie 
Kane.  “We’ve  been  meeting 
intermittently  on  the  August 
weekend  at  the  family  sum- 
mer compound  at  Rideau 
Ferry.  This  year  was  the  per- 
fect opportunity  to  invite 
extended  family  and  friends 
to  join  us  on  Sunday  for  a 
100th  birthday  celebration 
lunch.” 

Sunday,  August  5 dawned 
bright  and  beautiful  as  addi- 
tional invited  guests  swelled 
the  ranks  to  100-plus  well- 


wishers.  The  guests  came 
from  as  far  away  as  San  Fran- 
cisco, as  close  as  Amprior, 
and  myriad  points  in  between 
to  toast  the  Smolkin  family 
patriarch. 

A huge  tent  was  erected 
on  the  lawn  and  celebrants 
sporting 'Max  100’hatsdug 
into  the  fare  with  gusto. 

There  were  speeches, 
music,  reminiscences, 
laughter,  tears  and  hugs  and 
kisses  all  around.  It  was  a 
love-in  and  the  guest  of 
honour  was  in  his  glory. 

Maxwell  Joseph  Smolkin, 
the  oldest  of  the  eight  chil- 
dren of  Jacob  (John)  Smolkin 
and  Ann  Ginsburg,  was  bom 
in  Ottawa.  His  siblings 
Robert,  Ben,  Moe,  Sam, 
Rose,  Esther  and  Sally  have 
all  passed  away. 

“Only  the  good  die 
young,"  he  says. 

Max  remembers  when 
Ottawa’s  Jewish  population 
was  centred  around  Murray, 
Clarence  and  York  Streets. 
The  family  lived  on  the  200 
block  of  Murray  Street, 
moved  to  370  Clarence  and 
then  to  155  Clarence. 


“That  last  house  had  two 
staircases  and  Mother 

would  chase  us  all  around,” 
he  smiles. 

He  attended  George 

Street  Public  School  and 
remembers  going  lo  cheder 
in  the  old  Murray  Street 
Synagogue  where  he  was 
taught  by  Messrs.  Lieff, 
Zelikovitz  and  Slonemsky. 

“The  Jewish  people  got 
along  and  stayed  together,” 
he  says. 

In  1925,  when  Max  was 
in  third  year  at  Lisgar  Colle- 
giate, his  parents  sold  their 
dual-staircase  home  to  the 
Rivers  family  and  moved  to 
Almonte  where  Max  went 
on  to  complete  his  high 
school  education. 

“Living  in  Almonte  made 
it  easier  for  my  father,”  he 
explains.  “Father  was  a 
drover.  He  bought  cattle  from 
the  farmers,  shipped  them  to 
the  Montreal  livestock  mar- 
kets every  week,  went  there 
to  sell  them  and  the  next 
week  started  all  over  again. 
He  was  also  in  the  raw  fur 
business. 

“For  a time,  my  mother 


and  I maintained  a dry 
goods  store.  We  didn’t  make 
enough  to  buy  porridge  but, 
luckily,  father  was  a good 
earner. 

“We  put  our  roots  down 
in  Almonte  and  eventually 
we  had  to  leave  on  Sundays 
to  escape  the  visitors,”  he 
laughs.  “My  mother  knew 
every  Jewish  person  in 
every  small  town  in  the 
Ottawa  Valley,  and  there 
were  quite  a few.” 

In  1932,  Max  bought  a 
retail  business  in  Arnprior. 

“My  parents  knew  of  a 
man  named  Hillel  Green- 
berg from  Montreal  who  had 
bought  an  old  store  in  Arn- 
prior, operated  it  for  one  day 


and  died,”  he  says.  “His 
brother  was  the  president  of 
Bruck’s  Silks  in  Montreal.  I 
went  to  meet  him  at  the 
Montreal  Montefiore  Club 
to  discuss  buying  the  store 
and  I remember  I was  very 
impressed  with  all  the 
important  names  I met  there. 

“I  opened  my  men’s  wear 
store,  M.J.  Smolkin,  during 
the  Depression  years  and 
made  it  through  because  I 
was  young  and  didn’t  under- 
stand that  I was  broke,”  he 
says.  “The  suppliers  trusted 
me  and  I was  honest.” 

On  December  29,  1936, 
Max  married  Pearl  Wise- 
man, of  Smiths  Falls. 

(Continued  on  page  38) 
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We  celebrate  the  achievements  of  the  graduating  class  of  21 


We  would  like  to  congratulate  our  graduating  class,  and  compliment  them 
on  their  outstanding  achievements.  Our  graduates  were  accepted  to  all  the  uni- 
versities of  their  choice,  and  received  over  $240,000  in  university  scholarships. 


Special  kudos  to  Jackie  Huberman  who  was  the  recipient  of  the  Millenium 
Foundation  Scholarship.  Jackie  is  one  of  only  240  people  in  Canada  who  has 
received  this  special  award. 


We  salute  Ben  Shusterman  who  will  be  joining  the  Israel  Defence  Forces.  Ben 
joins  other  YRHS  graduates,  Liat  Ben  Choreen,  David  Wollock  and  Barak  Davis, 
who  are  presently  serving  in  the  Israeli  military.  As  a school  that  prides  itself  on 
Its  connection  with  the  state  of  Israel,  and  our  special  relationship  with  the 
embassy  of  Israel  in  Ottawa,  we  are  very  proud  of  those  who  have  joined  the 
Israeli  military  defending  our  beloved  Israel. 


bottom  lett  to  riqht:  Ziv  Birhan,  Myriam  Aucloir. 

Ale<a  Yegendorf,  Leah  Scwheitzer,  Melanie  Klein- 

platz,  Naomi  Scwhartz,  Jackie  Huberman 

top  left  to  right:  Daniel  Friedman,  Michael  Stelrner, 

Yonalon  Arnosi 

Missing:  Benjamin  Shusterman 


Over  the  years  a large  number  of  our  graduates  have  taken  post  high  school 
studies  at  some  of  the  top  schools  in  Israel.  This  year,  we  wish  Leah  Schweitzer 
well  in  her  studies  at  Darkei  Bina  seminary  in  Jerusalem. 
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FOR  TICKET  AND  SPONSORSHIP  INFORMATION, 

PLEASE  CONTACT  SHARON  FRENKEL-DIAMOND  AT 
613-798-9818  EKT.  225  OR  SOIAMOND@JCCOnAWfl.COM 


YEARS  OP  OTTAWA 
SENATORS  HOCKEY 

INUITED  GUESTS  INCLUDE:  DANIEL  ALFREDSSON,  RAY  EMERY, 

JASON  SPEZIA,  ANTOINE  VERMETTE.  MIKE  FISHER  & BRAD  MARSH. 
SPECIAL  APPEARANCE  OF  EIGHT  LEGENDARY  HALL  OF  FAMERS. 


Visit  our  website  at  WWW.CELEBRITYSPORTSDINbLER^COM 
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OTTAWA  CELEBRITY  SPORTS  DINNER  - TUESDAY.  NOVEMBER  13.  2007  * CIVIC  CENTRE 
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The  Board 
and  Staff 


of  the 
Jewish 
Federation 
of  Ottawa 
wish  everyone 
a Happy 
and  Healthy 
New  Year. 

Shana 
T ova! 


Rabbi  Yehuda  Simes  receives 
the  Grinspoon-Steinhardt  Award 


By  Audrey  Kaplan 

Rabbi  Yehuda  Simes  is  the 
2007  Ottawa  winner  of  the 
The  Grinspoon-Steinhardt 
Award  for  Excellence. 

The  rabbi  is  one  of  the  76 
recipients  from  more  than  45 
communities  across  the 
United  States  and  Canada 
that  have  been  selected  for 
the  award  this  year.  Nomi- 
nees are  from  diverse  back- 
grounds and  denominations, 
covering  teaching  experi- 
ence in  day  schools,  high 
schools,  yeshivot,  Hebrew 
and  community  schools. 
These  educators  bring  the 
love  of  Judaism  and  Israel 
into  the  classroom  and  into 
the  lives  of  the  children  they 
teach. 

Rabbi  Simes  teaches 
Judaic  studies  to  Grades  5 to 
8 at  Hillel  Academy  and 
Grades  1 0 to  11  at  Torah 
High.  Bom  in  St.  Paul,  Min- 
nesota, Rabbi  Simes  attended 
yeshiva  in  Israel  and  then  in 
Queens,  New  York.  Choosing 
Jewish  education  as  a career 
was  an  outgrowth  of  three 
motivations  - a love  of  chil- 
dren and  natural  ability  to 
relate  to  them;  a love  for 
learning  as  a venue  for 
expressing  his  talents  and 
creativity;  and  a passion  for 
Jewish  continuity  and  respect 
for  education  as  a value  in 
the  Torah. 

Rabbi  Dr.  Jeremiah 
Unterman,  director  of  educa- 
tion, Hillel  Academy,  credits 


Rabbi  Yehuda  Simes 


Rabbi  Simes  with  creating  an 
excellent  curriculum  in  Jew- 
ish Life  Cycle  as  an  elective 
for  Grades  7 and  8. 

“This  outstanding  course  is 
extremely  popular  among  the 
students  and  conveys  the  sig- 
nificance of  a Jewishly  com- 
mitted life  in  an  unparalleled 
fashion  to  the  students,’’  says 
Rabbi  Unterman.  "He  really 
turns  them  on  Jewishly.” 

In  September  2006,  Rabbi 
Simes  began  to  work  with 
Bram  Bregman.  director, 
NCSY  (National  Conference 
of  Synagogue  Youth)  at  Torah 
High  - the  free  afternoon  and 
evening  school  for  Jewish 
public  high  school  students 
in  Ottawa. 


Rabbi  Simes  appreciates 
the  close  connections  he 
makes  with  his  students  as 
they  graduate  from  Hillel 
Academy.  As  educational 
director  at  Torah  High,  he  is 
able  to  continue  and  grow 
this  link,  “nurturing  and 
shaping  the  lives  of  my  stu- 
dents in  an  educational  set- 
ting beyond  elementary 
school.” 

Bregman  is  pleased  Rabbi 
Simes  is  working  with  Torah 
High. 

“We  knew  Rabbi  Simes 
would  be  the  right  choice  to 
be  our  director  of  education 
as  he  brings  with  him  years 
of  experience  in  curriculum 
development  and  innovative 
teaching  techniques,  as  well 
as  a contagious  positive  atti- 
tude,” he  says. 

The  rabbi  will  receive  a 
$ 1 ,000  (Cdn)  cash  prize  from 
the  Jewish  Federation  and  a 
$1,500  (US)  stipend  for  pro- 
fessional development  from 
the  Grinspoon  Foundation 
and  Jewish  Life  Network. 

An  expenses-paid  invita- 
tion is  extended  to  all  win- 
ners to  attend  the  United 
Jewish  Communities  General 
Assembly  in  November,  in 
Nashville,  Tennessee. 


Are  you  a non-subscriber? 

Change  that  today! 
See  page  40  for  details 
on  how  to  subscribe. 


October  24  and  25,  2007 


A Celebration  of  Jewish  Studies 
in  Ottawa 

8:30  a.m.  (24)  9 a m.  (25) 

Rooms  154  and  156 
Free 


A colloquium  organized  by  Library  and  Archives  Canada,  the 
Canadian  Society  for  Jewish  Studies,  the  Zelikovitz  Centre 
for  Jewish  Studies  (Carleton  University)  and  the  Vered  Jewish 
Canadian  Studies  Program  (University  of  Ottawa). 

Scholars  from  Canada,  the  United  States  and  Israel  will  present 
papers  in  diverse  fields,  among  them  medieval  Jewish  philosophy, 
Holocaust  art,  historical  and  contemporary  Canadian  Jewish 
Studies. 

In  English  and  French 


V 
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Choir  helps  integrate  developmental^  disabled  within  community 


By  Jason  Sherriff 

A few  years  ago,  it  was 
merely  a fun  part  of  the  Tamir 
Judaic  Outreach  program. 
Today,  the  Tamir  Choir,  con- 
sisting of  nine  members,  each 
developmental^  disabled,  has 
blossomed  into  an  acclaimed 
group  of  performers  with 
“electric”  enthusiasm. 

Directed  by  Judaic  advis- 
er Cantor  Daniel  Benlolo  and 
Judaic  supervisor  Leah 
Smith,  the  Tamir  Choir  came 
together  in  2002  as  a way  for 
musically  inclined  individu- 
als to  express  themselves. 

“For  some  of  them,  being 
in  the  choir  is  a very  core, 
central  part  of  their  lives  and 
their  connection  in  the  com- 
munity,” says  Benlolo. 

The  choir  consists  of 
Debby  Applebaum,  Meredith 
Caplan,  Edith  Garman,  Chris 
Halstead,  Shirley  Harris, 
Jason  Kershman,  Julie  Mintz 
and  Claire  and  Murray 
Zloten. 

“It’s  an  honour  to  be  part 
of  the  choir,"  says  Apple- 
baum, “because  I enjoy 
singing  and  always  have.” 

With  13  years  of  experi- 
ence playing  guitar,  Apple- 
baum says  her  biggest  dream 
would  be  to  perform  at  Cen- 
trepointe  Theatre  in  front  of 
the  Israeli  ambassador.  “I 
[love]  performing  in  front  of 
people  that  appreciate  my 
singing.  I enjoy  what  I’m 
doing  and  hope  that  they 
enjoy  it." 

Being  included  in  com- 
munity events  is  important  to 
choir  members. 


“It  gives  them  a great 
sense  of  belonging  and  inclu- 
sion,” says  Benlolo. 

Before  the  choir  was 
formed.  Smith  was  leading 
some  sing  - and  play  - along 
sessions  for  people  who 
enjoy  creating  music.  "What 
we  wanted  to  do  then  is  offer 
something  for  people  who 
are  more  musically  inclined 
and  able,”  she  says. 

The  choir  started  out 
doing  small  events  with 
Tamir,  such  as  Chanukah 
parties  and  Seders.  They 
slowly  began  moving  into  the 
community,  performing  at 
Hillel  Lodge,  doing  bigger 
events  and  “integrating  into 
mainstream  Jewish  life,” 
which  is  an  important  func- 
tion of  the  choir,  says  Smith. 

As  the  choir’s  repertoire 
became  more  intense,  includ- 
ing liturgical  and  Israeli 
selections,  Broadway  musi- 
cals and  popular  songs,  it 
branched  out  into  the  general 
community. 

Some  of  the  recent  events 
the  choir  has  performed  at 
include  World  Religion  Day 
at  Ottawa  City  Hail,  Spanish 
and  Portuguese  Synagogue  in 
Montreal  and  a trip  to  Boca 
Raton,  Florida  to  sing  at  an 
annual  gala  dinner. 

“In  Montreal,  we  had  a 
standing  ovation.  Every  time 
the  choir  sings,  people  in  the 
audience  are  going  to  be 
teary-eyed,”  says  the  cantor. 

“It’s  not  put  on,  it’s  not 
polished.  When  life  is  authen- 
tic. it’s  always  moving.”  says 
Smith. 


The  Tamir  Choir  performs  at  Ottawa  City  Hall  on  World  Religion  Day. 


One  of  the  reasons  the 
choir  is  so  successful,  Benlo- 
lo says,  is  due  to  the  group’s 
enthusiasm,  which  comes  out 
during  every  performance. 

“When  1 speak  to  a person 
that  has  developmental  dis- 
abilities, I get  the  real  person. 
I get  the  real  answers  and  I 
get  the  real  feelings  of  that 
person,”  he  says.  "When  you 
see  them  singing  together, 
that's  what  comes  out,  the 
real  love  of  the  song.  That’s 
why  they  get  the  standing 
ovation.” 

While  the  choir,  which 
sings  in  Hebrew,  Yiddish  and 
English,  has  had  many  suc- 
cesses, it  has  had  to  over- 
come a number  of  obstacles. 

“It  takes  more  time  for  a 
person  with  developmental 
disabilities  to  capture  the 
essence  of  some  songs,  the 
words,  the  articulation,”  says 
Benlolo,  “but  they’ve  come  a 


min  p"p 

The  Orthodox  Community  Ohev  Yisroel 

Announces  High  Holiday  services  in  Sandy  Hill 

516  Rideau  Street  (between  Cobourg  and  Augusta) 
Everyone  is  welcome 
Friendly  heimische  atmosphere 

Membership  and  seating  for  the  High  Holidays  available 

For  information  call  H.  Teitelbaum  565-6194 


long  way."  He  also  admits 
there  is  sometimes  friction 
between  choir  members,  but 
that,  he  says,  happens  in 
every  choir. 

Another  difficulty  the 
choir  has  faced,  apart  from 
learning  lyrics,  memorizing 
songs  and  harmonizing,  is 
learning  to  grow  and  develop 
as  performers. 

“To  see  that  it’s  not  just 
about  the  enjoyment  [but 
also]  that  they  could  actually 


improve  their  skills  and  devel- 
op as  a more  professional 
choir.  I think  that’s  an  ongo- 
ing challenge,”  says  Smith. 

This  challenge  is  common 
for  most  choirs,  says  Benlo- 
lo. “When  you  want  to  move 
it  to  the  next  level,  it  can  be  a 
very  anxious  moment  for  a 
lot  of  people." 

The  choir’s  main  goal  is  to 
make  a difference  in  the  lives 
of  the  participants. 

“To  have  the  participants 


make  the  choir  the  focal 
point  of  their  lives  is  an 
achievement  within  itself,” 
says  Benlolo. 

The  biggest  problem  the 
choir  faces  remains  having  its 
members  excluded  in  the 
community.  “We  still  battle 
with  this  problem  today,”  says 
Benlolo.  “and  you  still  see  a 
lot  of  people  that  don’t  accept 
people  with  developmental 
disabilities.  By  doing  what 
we’re  doing,  we’re  giving  the 
people  with  developmental 
disabilities  the  chance  to  be 
included,  and  we're  giving  a 
chance  to  the  community-at- 
large  to  [see]  what  they’re 
capable  of  doing.  It's  a huge 
challenge,  and  1 think  it’s 
going  to  take  time.” 

By  planning  to  have  the 
Tamir  Choir  sing  at  hospitals 
and  extended  care  facilities. 
Benlolo  says  they  are  show- 
ing that  people  with  develop- 
mental disabilities  can  con- 
tribute to  society. 

“We  are  trying  to  capture 
the  essence  of  Tikkun  Olam. 
By  repairing  the  world,  we 
are  making  it  a better  place  to 
live.” 
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o last  a lifetime 


bjh. 


EGISTRATION 
1SH  PRESCI 

92  Switzer  Avenue, 

Z29-77V , 

www.f9tofottawa.org 

Open  to  children  ages  2 1/2  to  S 


Page  38  - Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  - September  3,  2007 


shana  tova 


Max  Smolkin:  charming,  energetic  and  ‘young  at  heart’ 


(Continued  from  page  34) 

“I  fell  in  love  with  Pearl 
from  a picture  I saw  on  her 
aunt’s  piano  when  I used  to 
drive  two  of  my  sisters  to 
Smiths  Falls  to  meet  the 
Wiseman  boys  for  dates,”  he 
says. 


The  couple  were  married 
in  Montreal  at  the  home  of 
another  of  Pearl’s  aunts  and 
left  for  a Florida  honey- 
moon with  $300. 

“We  drove  to  Florida  in 
an  old  car  that  kept  breaking 
down,”  he  smiles.  “We  land- 
ed on  Washington  Street, 
had  a five-course  meal  for 
65  cents  and  stayed  in  the 
Clay  Hotel  for  $14  a week. 
On  the  way  back,  we 
stopped  in  New  York  City 
and  shopped  at  Macy’s  for 
house  stuff.  All  on  $300.” 

In  later  years,  the 
Smolkins  owned  a place  of 
their  own  in  Florida. 

The  newlyweds  rented  a 
‘nice  little  house’  in  Arnpri- 
or  for  $20  a month  and  set- 
tled down.  In  1940,  they 
purchased  a home. 

“We  had  carpenters  in 
there  for  six  months  fixing 
it  up,”  says  Max.  “In  those 
years  carpenters  got  50 
cents  an  hour." 

The  Smolkins  lived  in 
that  home  until  1982,  when 
Max  sold  the  business  and 
they  moved  to  Ottawa. 


FlIlKEimnnTfWLOR 

Professional  Corporation 


Chartered  Accountants 


Neil  Finkelman,  ca.  ca*it 
Jeff  Taylor,  ca 

Tel:  (613)  824-5812 
Fax:  (613)  233-5812 


107  - 1803  St.  Joseph  Blvd. 
Ottawa,  Ontario,  KlC  6E7 
info@finkebnan.ca 

www.  finkelmantaylor.ca 


Max  Smolkin  and  his  great-grandchildren  enjoy  his  centennial  party  at  the  family  summer  compound,  Rideau  Ferry. 


The  three  Smolkin  chil- 
dren were  raised  and  educat- 
ed in  Amprior.  Throughout 
the  years,  the  parents  ferried 
their  offspring  to  and  from 
Ottawa  for  Jewish  education 
- both  boys  had  Bar  Mitz- 
vahs  at  Agudath  Israel  Syna- 
gogue - and  made  a point  of 
attending  Jewish  affairs  and 
family  simchas,  whether 
close  by  or  far-flung. 

In  Amprior,  Max  served 
on  the  town  council  and  the 
school  board  for  many 
years.  He  was  also  president 
of  the  Amprior  Golf  Club, 


the  Amprior  Curling  Club, 
and  founding  president  and 
member  of  the  Amprior 
Lions  Club.  In  addition,  he 
and  Pearl  established  schol- 
arship funds  at  the  elemen- 
tary and  high  schools.  In 
1988,  in  recognition  of  their 
contribution  to  Amprior,  the 
town  named  Smolkin  Street 
in  their  honour. 

Max  and  his  beloved  Pearl 
lived  in  their  Ottawa  condo- 
minium apartment  until  she 
passed  away  in  2004.  He  con- 
tinues to  live  there  with  his 
companion/driver  Tony.  In 


his  100th  year.  Max  still 
takes  long  walks,  enjoys  a 
late  afternoon  schnapps  and 
makes  time  to  volunteer  at 
Hillel  Lodge. 

“I  talk  to  some  of  the 
older  people  there,”  he  says. 

The  ‘older’  people  are 
often  20  years  his  junior. 

In  honour  of  his  100th 
year,  Max  has  established 
the  Max  and  Pearl  Smolkin 
Family  Fund  within  the 
Ottawa  Jewish  Community 
Foundation.  He  plans  to 
direct  the  interest  to  the 
Ottawa  Jewish  Historical 


Society,  of  which  he  is  a 
long-time  member,  and  to 
Hillel  Lodge. 

A couple  of  days  before 
the  party.  Max  was  strug- 
gling to  remember  the  lyrics 
to  the  song  Young  at  Heart. 

"Dad  says  he  feels  young 
at  heart,”  says  Rosalie. 

Max  Smolkin  is  indeed 
young  at  heart.  He  is  adored 
by  his  three  children,  their 
spouses,  his  nine  grand- 
children and  seven  great- 
grandchildren, and  charms 
absolutely  everyone  who 
crosses  his  path. 
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Downtown  synagogue  plans  to  reach  out  to 


Ohev  Yisroel  services  are  held  at  516  Rideau  Street. 


Ohev  Yisroel,  the  only  Orthodox 
synagogue  in  downtown  Ottawa,  is 
approaching  its  fifth  anniversary 
and  third  year  at  516  Rideau  Street, 
in  Sandy  Hill. 

Previously,  services  were  held  in 
a private  home  and  in  a Sandy  Hill 
apartment  building. 

Many  Ottawans  will  recall  the 
opening  ceremony  when  Rabbi 
Yonah  Burr  of  the  Kollel  affixed  a 
mezuzah  on  the  doorpost.  And 
many  remember  the  day,  just  before 
Rosh  Hashanah  in  2004,  when  the 
Jews  of  Ottawa  marched  through 
Sandy  Hill  and  along  Rideau  Street 
to  bring  the  newly  acquired  Sefer 
Torah  home. 

Uplifting  religious  services,  fol- 
lowed by  a congregational  kiddush, 
are  offered  on  Shabbat,  Yom  Tov 
and  holidays  in  an  open,  friendly 
and  heimische  atmosphere.  Lay 
members  lead  the  services  and 


everyone,  regardless  of  background 
or  affiliation,  is  invited  to  partici- 
pate in  whatever  way  they  can. 

Upcoming  High  Holiday  ser- 
vices will  be  led  by  Meir  Rabkin  of 


Montreal.  No  one  is  turned  away 
due  to  lack  of  funds. 

Ohev  Yisroel  started  with  a 
handful  of  families  committed  to 
orthodoxy  and  now  has  about  25 


member  families  who  try  to  pro- 
mote the  shul  motto  “ahavas  Yis- 
roel” - love  of  fellow  Jews. 

Many  of  the  2,000  Jewish  people 
living  within  walking  distance  of 
the  shul  are  unaffiliated.  Some  are 
elderly  and  are  not  very  mobile. 
Others  are  students  and  young  pro- 
fessionals who  identify  with  their 
Jewish  heritage  but  who  might  need 
an  intimate  and  welcoming  commu- 
nity with  which  to  reconnect. 

Shul  members  are  not  outreach 
professionals,  yet  the  shul  has  still 
succeeded  in  touching  some  of 
these  souls  in  recent  years.  But  it 
needs  to  do  more. 

This  fall,  Ohev  Yisroel  will  offer 
subsidized  daily  hot  kosher  meat 
lunches  for  students  and  others  in 
need  to  eat  and  mingle. 

The  synagogue  is  looking  for 
sponsors  for  the  meals  and  funds  to 
hire  a resource  person  to  reach  out 


the  needy 

to  the  neglected  and  develop  pro- 
grams to  help  them  preserve  their 
Jewish  heritage,  whatever  their 
background,  level  of  commitment 
or  affiliation. 

Ohev  Yisroel  is  a small  congre- 
gation looking  to  grow  with  mem- 
bers and  ideas.  It  is  planning  to  start 
a daily  morning  minyan.  If  you 
would  like  to  help  develop  new 
ideas  for  programs  (shiyurim.  reli- 
gious services,  approaching  the 
elderly  or  recent  arrivals  to  Sandy 
Hill,  or  to  help  run  the  daily  hot 
kosher  meal  program  for  students), 
or  if  you  need  a place  to  pray  on  the 
High  Holidays,  call  the  shul  presi- 
dent, Heshel  Teitelbaum  at  613- 
565-6194). 

There  are  also  many  existing 
holy  items  in  the  shul  remaining  to 
be  dedicated  in  memory  of  your 
loved  ones.  Ohev  Yisroel  is  a regis- 
tered Canadian  charity. 


AJA  50+  Bridge  and  Mah  Jongg  fundraiser  to  be  held  October  31 


By  Cynthia  Nyman  Engel 
Does  your  heart  race  at  the  men- 
tion of  ‘three  no  trump’?  Do  your 
eyes  light  up  at  the  thud  of  tiles  on 
a mah  jongg  table?  Then  you’re  in 
for  an  afternoon  of  fun  and  games  at 
the  Annual  AJA  50+  Bridge  and 
Mah  Jongg  Fundraiser. 


The  2007  event  takes  place  on 
Wednesday,  October  31,  1 1:30  am, 
at  Agudath  Israel  Congregation, 
1400  Coldrey  Avenue.  The  cost,  $36 
per  person,  includes  a catered 
lunch,  afternoon  of  bridge  or  mah 
jongg  and  prices. 

The  money  raised  at  this  event 


will  be  used  to  fund  AJA  50+ 
programs. 

“We’re  very  grateful  to  the 
Hyman  Soloway  Family,  who  gen- 
erously agreed  to  sponsor  the  2007 
event.”  says  Chair  Sandra  Levinson. 
“To  guarantee  your  seat  at  a table, 
please  register  no  later  than  October 


24.  We  had  a tremendous  turnout 
last  year.  We’re  expecting  the  room 
will  fill  up  quickly  this  year  too  and 
we’d  hate  to  disappoint  anyone.” 
Bridge  players  can  choose  to 
play  ACBL-sanctioned  duplicate 
bridge  under  the  direction  of  Liz 
Schwartz  or  contract  bridge  under 


the  watchful  eye  of  contract  director 
Sylvia  Monson. 

Both  bridge  and  mah  jongg  play- 
ers may  register  with  or  without  a 
partner  or  make  up  a complete  table. 

For  further  information  or  to 
arrange  a table,  please  contact  San- 
dra Levinson  at  613-729-2224. 


2007  - 2008  CALENDAR  OF  JEWISH  HOLIDAYS  5708 

* YIZKOR  festivals  begin  the  preceding  evening 


ROSH 

FAST  OF 

YOM 

SUCCOT 

HOSHANA 

SHEMINI 

SIMCHAT 

HASHANAH 

GEDALIAH 

KIPPUR 

1st  & 2nd 

RABAH 

ATZERET 

TORAH 

SEPTEMBER 

SEPTEMBER 

SEPTEMBER 

SEPTEMBER 

OCTOBER 

OCTOBER 

OCTOBER 

13  & 14 

16 

22* 

27  & 28 

3 

4* 

5 

Shana  Tova 
Tikateivu 

Wishing  you  peace,  good  health  and 
happiness  throughout  the  year. 

Jerry  Taylor  ba. 

CLU  ChFC  CFP  RFP  CSA 

President 

Craig  & Taylor  Associates 

Ottawa ’s  01  Financial  Planning  Company 
for  the  l Oth  consecutive  year! 


Craig  & Taylor  Associates 

The  Retirement  Planning  Specialists 


1525  Carling  Avenue,  Suite  504 
613-725-3414 
Toll-Free  1-800-265-8244 
www.craigandtaylor.com 


Experts  In 
Financial  & Retirement  Planning 
^ • Estate  & Tax  Planning 


YOM 

HASHOAH 
MAY  2 


PESACH 
7th  & 8th 
APRIL 
26  & 27* 


PESACH 
2nd  DAY 
APRIL  21 


PESACH 
1st  DAY 
APRIL  20 


CHANUKAH 
DECEMBER 
5 TO  12 


TU 

B’SHEVAT 
JANUARY 
22,  2008 


FAST  OF 
ESTHER 
MARCH 
20 


PURIM 

MARCH 

21 


CUP  AND  SAVE 


CUP  AND  SAVE 
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BBI  President  Moshe  Smith  meets  United  Nations  Secretary  General  Ban  Ki-moon. 

BBI  president  meets  world  leaders, 
advocates  for  Israel  and  human  rights 


Annual  Campaign 


By  Benita  Baker 

The  last  time  we  checked  in 
with  Ottawa's  Moishe  Smith,  the 
newly  installed  president  of  B’nai 
Brith  International,  he  had  just 
returned  from  a personal  audience 
with  the  Pope. 

In  the  seven  months  since,  the 
globe-trotting  head  of  the  world’s 
oldest  Jewish  human  rights,  com- 
munity action  and  humanitarian 
organization  has  added  an  impres- 
sive list  of  world  leaders  to  his 
meeting  agenda  - US  President 
George  Bush,  UN  Secretary-Gener- 
al Ban  Ki-Moon,  Archbishop  of 
New  York  Cardinal  Egan  and  Dr. 
Tabare  Vazquez,  president  of 
Uruguay. 

In  May,  Smith  joined  50  other 
leaders  from  major  Jewish  organi- 
zations for  a meeting  with  President 
Bush  to  discuss  the  Middle  East  and 
other  pressing  issues.  The  private, 
unpublicized  45-minute  meeting 
also  included  Secretary  of  State 
Condoleezza  Rice  and  US  Presiden- 
tial Advisor  Karl  Rove. 


“It  was  a frank  and  open  discus- 
sion on  issues  that  are  germane  to 
the  Jewish  community,”  says  Smith. 

Following  the  president’s  open- 
ing address  and  a formal  round- 
table discussion.  Bush  and  Rice 
spent  an  additional  20  minutes  min- 
gling with  the  delegates. 

“I  was  a bit  surprised  that  we  had 
the  opportunity  to  have  an  interac- 
tion in  a very  friendly,  walk  around 
conversational  arena,"  says  Smith. 
“It  wasn't  staged.  There  was  no 
photo  op.  It  was  a substantive,  inter- 
active discussion." 

Smith  thanked  Secretary  Rice 
for  her  stem  censure  of  Venezuelan 
President  Chavez. 

“I  sent  a letter  after  to  thank  her,” 
he  says,  “but  it  was  a wonderful 
opportunity  to  thank  her  personally 
for  her  firm  stand  on  the  limit  of 
free  press  in  Venezuela  and  what 
appears  to  be  the  limiting  of  gener- 
al human  rights  and  freedoms  for 
the  population.” 

Smith  spoke  privately  with  Pres- 
ident Bush,  whom  he  describes  as 


“very  engaging,  very  warm  - a reg- 
ular guy." 

His  impression  of  Condi  Rice: 
“She  is  quite  reserved,  very  bright, 
very  impressive.” 

Smith  has  travelled  extensively 
in  Israel,  South  America,  Europe 
and  the  US,  but  is  especially  pas- 
sionate about  Latin  America.  He 
has  been  travelling  there  since  his 
early  days  in  B’nai  Brith  Canada  20 
years  ago. 

“The  Latinos  are  very  warm, 
activist,  generous  people,”  Smith 
says.  “For  me  it’s  a particular  inter- 
est to  ensure  that  our  community 
there  is  strong,  that  the  Jewish  voice 
is  heard  and  that  the  governments 
understand  that  the  Jewish  commu- 
nity is  an  active  and  supportive 
when  it  comes  to  issues  surround- 
ing Israel.” 

At  the  end  of  July,  he  visited 
Uruguay  and  Paraguay  with  a group 
of  BBI  officials.  They  met  with 
Uruguayan  President  Dr.  Tabare 
Vazquez  and  other  senior  govem- 
(Continued  on  page  42) 


By  Michael  Regenstreif 
The  Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa 
kicks  off  Campaign  2008  on  Sep- 
tember 28  at  Centrepointe  Theatre 
with  an  evening  featuring  Bryan 
Fogel  and  Sam  Wolfson,  the  actor- 
writers  who  created  Jewlopia,  the 
wildly  successful  spoof  about  two 
friends,  one  a Jew  on  track  to 
assimilation,  the  other  a gentile 
who  wants  to  find  a Jewish  wife  so 
he’ll  never  have  to  make  decisions 
again. 

As  Wolfson  explained  in  a 
phone  conversation  with  The  Bul- 
letin, the  show  he  and  Fogel  have 
taken  on  the  road  and  are  bringing 
to  Ottawa  is  called  World  of  Jew- 
lopia. While  it  includes  scenes  from 
Jewlopia,  Wolfson  describes  it  as  “a 
whole  new  show  we’ve  created 
from  scratch”  to  perform  at  events 
like  Jewish  federation  ftmdraisers. 

Along  with'  scenes  from  the  play, 
World  of  Jewlopia  is  a multi-media 
event  that  includes  lots  of  stand-up 
comedy,  bits  adapted  from  their 
book,  Jewlopia:  The  Chosen  Book 
for  the  Chosen  People , and  a ques- 
tion-and-answer  session  with  the 
audience. 

Time  Out  New  York  described 


World  of  Jewlopia  as  “irresistible: 
it’s  comedic  chicken  soup,"  while 
Broadway.com  said  it’s  "a  heck  of  a 
lot  funnier  than  Jackie  Mason." 

The  evening  will  also  feature  a 
presentation  by  Alina  Gerlovin 
Spaulding  on  her  family’s  rescue 
from  the  former  Soviet  Union. 

Like  thousands  of  others  who 
have  dreamed  of  making  it  big  in 
Hollywood,  Fogel  and  Wolfson 
struggled  for  years  trying  to  catch  a 
break;  any  kind  of  break.  They  did 
late  night  sets  at  local  comedy  clubs 
whenever  they  could  get  on  stage 
and  worked  at  odd  jobs  to  pay  their 
rent.  Wolfson  was  a gopher  - go  for 
this,  go  for  that  - on  the  Jeff  Fox- 
worthy  TV  show,  while  Fogel 
looked  for  laughs  using  props  like  a 
plastic  alligator. 

When  their  breaks  didn’t  come, 
Fogel  and  Wolfson  decided  to  make 
their  own.  They  took  a 10-minute 
comedy  sketch  they  wrote  for  a the- 
atre festival  and  expanded  it  into 
Jewlopia , a two-hour  play.  The  pair 
financed  the  first  production  by 
maxing  out  their  credit  cards  and 
borrowing  money  from  their 
parents. 

(Continued  on  page  42) 
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Ruth  Messinger,  president  of  the  American  Jewish  World  Ser- 
vice, holds  a Darfuri  infant  during  a recent  mission  to  Chad. 

(Source:  Ruth  Messinger) 

AJWS  to  push  US 
on  Sudanese 
refugee  issue 


(JTA)  The  American  Jew- 
ish World  Service  (AJWS)  is 
putting  together  a targeted 
advocacy  campaign  to  push  the 
United  States  to  develop  a pol- 
icy on  accepting  refugees  from 
the  genocide  in  the  Sudan. 

“It’s  not  fair  to  these  small 
countries  in  the  Middle  East 
and  in  North  Africa  to  ask  them 
to  take  in  all  of  these  refugees” 
AJWS  Executive  Director  Ruth 
Messinger  told  JTA. 

“There  should  be  a world- 
wide efTort.  If  there  was  a pro- 
portionate response  from  else- 
where in  the  world,  each  coun- 
try would  end  up  with'  refugees 
to  absorb." 

Though  there  are  no  exact 
numbers  on  how  many  people 
are  seeking  refuge  from  Sudan, 
it  is  estimated  three  million 
people  have  been  displaced 
from  their  homes  since  fight- 
ing began  in  2003. 

Rough  numbers  suggest  two 
million  of  them  are  still  in 
Sudan  and  a half-million  are 
outside  the  country.  Around  a 


quarter-million  may  be  in  Chad 
and  the  majority  of  the  remain- 
der are  spread  around  North 
Africa  and  the  Middle  East, 
including  Israel. 

Israel  has  taken  heat  recent- 
ly for  its  decision  to  turn  away 
refugees  from  Sudan.  Israel 
has  taken  in  nearly  2,800 
Africans  who  entered  the  coun- 
try illegally  through  Egypt  in 
the  past  couple  of  years, 
according  to  the  Jerusalem 
Post.  Some  1,200  of  them  are 
from  Sudan. 

Israel  agreed  to  keep  500 
Muslim  refugees  from  Darfur, 
but  decided  it  will  no  longer 
accept  refugees.  Messinger 
would  not  judge  the  move  but 
said  she  understood  Israel’s 
predicament. 

Messinger  just  returned 
•from  a mission  to  Sudan  and 
Chad  with  the  group  Dream  for 
Darfur,  which  is  trying  to  put 
pressure  on  China,  host  of  the 
2008  Olympics,  to  stop  its  eco- 
nomic involvement  with 
Sudan. 


‘a  dream  come  true’ 


Jewtopia: 

(Continued  from  page  41) 

With  Fogel  and  Wolfson  in  the 
starring  roles,  Jewtopia  opened  in 
Los  Angeles  in  2003  and  ran  for  a 
record-breaking  16  months.  Then 
Jewtopia  conquered  New  York 
where  it  became  the  longest-running 
comedy  in  off-Broadway  history. 
Productions  soon  followed  in  Chica- 
go and  Florida.  To  date,  more  than 
400,000  people  have  seen  the  play. 

A Toronto  production,  starring 
Dave  Kerr  and  Matt  Baram,  will 
open  on  September  27  and  there  are 
also  productions  in  the  works  for 
Israel,  Australia,  England  and 
France. 

The  lead  characters  in  Jewtopia 
are  childhood  friends  Chris  O’Con- 
nell and  Adam  Lipschitz.  Years 
later,  as  adults,  the  pair  runs  into 
each  other  at  a Jewish  singles  event. 
O’Connell,  wanting  help  in  his 
quest  to  find  a Jewish  mate,  quickly 
recruits  his  friend  to  provide  inside 
information  on  Jewish  life  and  to 
teach  him  how  to  be  stereotypically 
Jewish.  What  follows  is  an  edgy,  but 
ultimately  affectionate,  send-up  of 
Jewish  family  life,  religious  choices 
and  the  dating  scene. 

As  with  many  satires,  some  per- 
formances have  alienated  a few  sen- 
sitive play-goers  with  some  of  its 
over-the-top  ribald  humour  and 
descriptions  of  dating  disasters. 
While  an  occasional  person  has 
walked  out  of  Jewtopia  before  the 
curtain  has  closed,  most  audiences 
have  responded  with  standing  ova- 
tions. 


Wolfson  describes  Jewtopia' s 
success  as  “a  dream  come  true”  for 
himself  and  Fogel.  He  also  pointed 
out  the  play’s  obvious  appeal  for 
Jewish  audiences. 

“When  Jews  come  and  see  Jew- 
topia, they  see  their  family.” 

But  while  Wolfson  and  Fogel 
may  have  anticipated  the  way  Jew- 
ish audiences  have  responded  to 
Jewtopia , the  play’s  crossover  suc- 
cess with  general  audiences  was 
more  of  surprise. 

Wolfson  compared  the  non-Jew- 
ish  response  to  Jewtopia  to  the  non- 
Greek  response  to  Nia  Vardalos’  My 
Big  Fat  Greek  Wedding.  Both  pro- 
vide an  ethnically  specific  look  into 
universal  issues. 

“I  didn’t  necessarily  get  all  the 
jokes,"  Wolfson  said  referring  to  the 
material  in  My  Big  Fat  Greek  Wed- 
ding that  was  specifically  aimed  at 
Greek  audiences,  “but  I saw  my 
family  in  it.” 

Similarly,  while  there’s  material 
in  Jewtopia  that  is  specifically 
aimed  at  the  Jewish  funny  bone, 
there’s  enough  in  it  to  provide  a 
good  time  to  general  audiences. 

After  the  play’s  initial  success, 
Fogel  and  Wolfson  collaborated  on 
a humour  book,  Jewtopia:  The  Cho- 
sen Book  for  the  Chosen  People , a 
send-up  of  Jewish  history,  life  and 
stereotypes  and  the  duo  will  be 
doing  a book  signing  at  the  Centre- 
pointe  Theatre  after  their  perfor- 
mance. 

While  new  productions  of  Jew- 
topia are  continuing  to  open  in  var- 


ious locales,  Wolfson  and  Fogel  are 
turning  their  attention  to  the  movie 
version,  tentatively  titled  “O’Con- 
nell and  Lipschitz  Lose  their  Reli- 
gion.” 

They've  completed  the  screen- 
play and  Wolfson  said  shooting  will 
begin  in  October. 

In  her  presentation,  Alina 
Spaulding  will  recount  the  inspiring 
story  of  her  family’s  fall  from  grace 
in  the  Soviet  Union,  their  rescue 
from  the  Soviet  Union  by  the  Amer- 
ican Jewish  Joint  Distribution  Com- 
mittee, and  their  successful  transi- 
tion to  life  in  America. 

Spaulding,  who  was  born  in 
November  1973,  was  just  three 
months  old  when  her  family  sud- 
denly lost  its  privileged  status  in 
the  Soviet  Union  when  her  father, 
an  Olympic  hopeful  for  the  Soviet 
ski  team,  broke  his  leg  in  a skiing 
accident. 

Within  hours  of  the  accident, 
even  before  her  father  had  been 
removed  from  the  mountain,  Soviet 
officials  were  evicting  the  family 
from  their  apartment  and  not  even 
bothering  to  provide  the  medical 
care  her  father  so  desperately  need- 
ed in  the  wake  of  his  accident. 

Spaulding  - who  works  as  direc- 
tor of  admissions  at  a Jewish  high 
school  in  Greensboro,  NC  - and  Tier 
husband  are  now  the  adoptive  par- 
ents of  a pair  of  Jewish  sisters  they 
rescued  from  Moldova. 

Tickets  ($18)  for  the  Campaign 
Kickoff  are  available  by  calling 
613-798-4696,  ext.  241. 


BBI:  protecting  human  rights 
through  lobbying  and  diplomacy 


(Continued  from  page  41) 
ment  officials  as  well  as  with  lead- 
ers of  the  Jewish  community,  the 
Israeli  ambassador  and  the  US 
ambassador  to  Uruguay. 

In  Paraguay,  the  BBI  delegation 
participated  in  discussions  relating 
to  anti-discrimination  legislation 
that  is  being  proposed  by  the  gov- 
ernment. The  BBI  concern  here  is 
for  human  rights  in  general  not  just 
Jewish  rights. 

“The  goal  is  to  try  to  end  up  with 
a law  that  doesn’t  leave  anybody 
out,"  Smith  explains.  “We  know 
from  an  historical  perspective  that 
when  Jewish  rights  are  protected, 
the  rights  of  the  community  are  pro- 
tected." 

So  far,  Smith's  experience  as 
BBI  president  is  exceeding  his 
expectations,  and  much  of  that 
results  from  the  work  the  organiza- 
tion does  delivering  services  to  the 


community.  “Our  ability  to  do  work 
on  the  ground  in  countries  around 
the  world  is  astonishing,”  he  says 
with  pride. 

He  offers  as  examples  two  pro- 
grams in  Latin  America:  a B’nai 
Brith  partnership  with  the  non-prof- 
it relief  organization  Brother’s 
Brother  Foundation  which,  in  the 
past  seven  years,  has  delivered  $50 
million  in  medical  supplies  to  Latin 
American  communities.  In 
Paraguay,  a small  group  of  B’nai 
Brith  members  (150  of  a total  Jew- 
ish population  of  about  900),  work 
with  the  Women's  Affairs  Ministry 
to  assist  single  mothers  in  becoming 
self-sufficient,  by  supplying  equip- 
ment like  sewing  machines  and  pro- 
viding training  in  their  use. 

When  he  meets  with  the  world’s 
heads  of  state  and  religious  leaders, 
Smith  has  one  predominant  goal  - 
to  advocate  for  Israel. 


“For  me,  it  is  rewarding  to  try  to 
change  some  of  the  minds,  to  get 
people  to  think  in  a broader  per- 
spective. to  not  look  at  Israel  as  dif- 
ferent,” he  says.  “Trying  to  get  rep- 
resentatives of  governments  to 
understand  that  Israel  is  a fellow 
democracy  is  very  fulfilling." 

Has  he  been  successful? 

“In  the  diplomatic  world  some- 
times success  comes  in  inches,” 
Smith  explains.  “Sometimes  for  us 
a big  victory  is  to  get  a country  to 
abstain  from  a vote  as  opposed  to 
voting  against  Israel.” 

It’s  not  all  lobbying,  speech- 
making and  diplomacy  for  the  BBI 
president.  In  August,  at  the  Alpha 
Epsilon  Pi  94th  Anniversary  Con- 
vention, Smith  was  made  an  hon- 
ourary brother  of  the  Jewish  frater- 
nity. 

Maybe  he’ll  find  the  time  for  a 
keg  party! 
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Finn,  Moscoe  receive  Spirit  of  the  Capital  Youth  Awards 


Moscoe's  volunteer  work 


W 


Adam  Moscoe  (Photos:  Adam  Scottie) 


By  Jason  Sherriff 

Two  teenage  members  of 
the  Ottawa  Jewish  communi- 
ty have  been  recognized  for 
their  contribution  to  Ottawa. 
Adam  Moscoe,  15,  and 
Davina  Finn,  17,  received 
this  year’s  Spirit  of  the  Capi- 
tal Youth  Awards. 

The  awards  are  part  of 
Child  and  Youth  Friendly 
Ottawa’s  annual  event  to  cel- 
ebrate excellence  in  Ottawa 
residents  under  the  age  of  20. 
The  $1,000  award,  sponsored 
by  C1BC,  is  divided  into 
seven  categories  ranging 
from  academic  perseverance 
to  personal  courage. 

Moscoe’s  dedication  and 
his  ideas  for  educating 
Ottawa  youth  earned  him  the 
entrepreneurship  award. 

Finn’s  natural  desire  to 
give  and  devote  herself  to 
charity  earned  her  the  philan- 
thropy award. 


focuses  on  educating  and  car- 
ing for  youth  and  children.  A 
devoted  counsellor  at  Dover- 
court  Recreational  Centre 
and  named  Ottawa’s  best 
babysitter  last  year  by  A- 
Channel,  Moscoe  believes 
children  are  the  way  of  the 
future  and  wants  to  give 
something  back  to  the  Jewish 
community  of  Ottawa. 

“I  want  to  empower  youth 
through  other  youth,”  says 
Moscoe,  who  is  currently 
working  on  a Jewish  educa- 
tional program,  Israel  Month, 
with  the  Embassy  of  Israel 
and  Chapters  Bookstores. 

Israel  Month  would  seek 
to  bring  together  all  ages 
“under  a common  goal  of 
doing  programs  that  aim  for 
peace  and  education  and 
especially  for  helping 
younger  people,”  says 
Moscoe. 


One  of  the  ways  Moscoe 
hopes  to  accomplish  this 
unity  is  by  weaving  his 
musical  and  dramatic  pas- 
sions into  the  program. 

“Drama  has  a huge 
potential  to  bring  youth  of 
different  cultures  together 
through  role-playing  in  an 
emotionally  safe  ensemble,” 
he  says. 

Moscoe  believes  the  key 
to  keeping  Judaism  alive  in 
today’s  youth  is  to  have 
learning  experiences  togeth- 
er and  to  be  involved  with 
other  religions  and  cultures 
without  being  assimilated. 

He  refuses  to  sit  idly  by. 

“I  want  to  actually  do 
something  that  in  the  end  1 
can  look  back  and  say, 
‘Wow,  1 really  did  that!’  1 


want  to  really  leave  a mark, 
and  1 want  to  leave  that 
mark  on  the  Jewish  commu- 
nity.” 

Finn,  who  has  had  the 
giving  spirit  since  she  was 
six  and  donated  her  holiday 
gifts  to  the  less  fortunate, 
says  she  was  brought  up  in  a 
philanthropic  family. 

“My  parents  have  always 
been  really  giving,"  she 
says,  “and  inspired  me  to 
give  what  I have.  I feel  bet- 
ter knowing  I’m  helping 
others.” 

Finn  has  contributed  to  a 
number  of  community 
events,  such  as  directing  the 
Canterbury  Arts  Festival 
and  producing  the  Chil- 
dren’s Theatre  Festival.  She 
has  also  given  her  time  to  a 


number  of  charities,  such  as 
raising  money  for  Bruce 
House  and  the  Brick  by 
Brick  campaign,  which  rais- 
es money  to  build  schools  in 
Sierra  Leone. 

Finn  also  braved  cutting 
off  12  inches  of  her  hair  to 
donate  to  Angel  Hair  for 
Kids,  an  organization  that 
makes  wigs  for  children 
who  have  lost  their  hair. 

Her  most  “rewarding  and 
memorable”  experience, 
however,  was  her  three  years 
working  with  United  Way. 

“It  required  a huge  time 
commitment,”  she  says, 
“but  it  was  great  to  be  part 
of  such  a powerful  organiza- 
tion that’s  doing  such  great 
things  in  Ottawa.” 

During  the  awards  cere- 


mony. Finn  had  the  opportu- 
nity to  hear  from  a number 
of  youth  who  are  contribut- 
ing to  the  community. 

"It  was  inspiring  to  hear 
all  of  the  different  stories,” 
she  says,  “and  [we]  were  all 
under  20.” 

Finn  will  begin  studying 
science  this  fall  at  Queen’s 
University.  She  hopes  to  go 
to  medical  school. 

Although  she  is  moving 
away  from  Ottawa,  she 
plans  to  open  a United  Way 
youth  chapter  in  Kingston 
to  continue  the  work  she  has 
done. 

“This  is  not  something 
new.”  she  says  of  her  desire 
to  help  others.  “It  has  been 
part  of  my  life  since  I was 
born.” 


Lisa  MacLeod,  MPP 


NEPEAN-CARLETON 


■r  | Constituency  Office  y_?s 
10  Green  Street 
Nepean  ON  K2J  3Z6 

Tel.  (613)  823-2116 
Fax  (613)  823-8284 

wvyw.lisamacleod.com 
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Shana  Tova 
to  the 
Ottawa 
Jewish 
Community 


Your  Ottawa  Connection 
For 

Your  Florida  Home  or  Condo! 


Lenson  Realty,  Inc. 


Ralph  kassie,  Realtor 

(561)  504-9245  Cell 
(561)  998-3878  fii 
R Kassie@LensonReally.com  Email 

Office  Address: 

Sanctuary  ol'  Boca.  Suite  208 

4400  N.  Federal  Hwy  • Boca  Raton,  FL  33431 

t*2>  [13  “Rig  Enough  To  Do  The  Job, 
Small  Enough  To  Care" 


I will  help  you  find  your  place  in  the  sun! 


(Sorry  - No  rentals) 
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Hillel  Lodge  Auxiliary 
to  host  tea  October  28 


By  Marion  Silver 

The  Auxiliary  of  Hillel  Lodge  is  dedicated 
to  enhancing  the  quality  of  life  for  the  people 
who  live  at  Hillel  Lodge  through  a variety  of 
outreach  programs. 

An  energetic  group  of  volunteers  under 
the  capable  leadership  of  Naomi  Cracower, 
the  Auxiliary  celebrates  holidays  such  as  Sue  - 
cot,  Chanukah  and  Purim  at  Hillel  Lodge. 

Auxiliary  volunteers  can  be  spotted  serv- 
ing a wonderful  breakfast  on  Mother’s  Day 
and  Father’s  Day,  and  they  provide  little  gifts 
to  all  the  residents  for  these  occasions. 

Stephen  Schneiderman,  executive  director 
of  Hillel  Lodge,  states  unequivocally,  “This  is 
the  best  Auxiliary  in  the  province." 

This  year,  the  Auxiliary  will  be  hosting  its 
annual  tea  on  October  28.  The  tea  has  become 
a much-anticipated  social  event  for  residents 
as  well  as  for  family  and  friends,  and  allows 
members  of  the  community  the  opportunity 
to  express  their  affection  for  the  people  in 
Hillel  Lodge.  This  year’s  theme  is  “L’Dor 
v'Dor,"  from  generation  to  generation. 

Inez  Zelikovitz,  who  recently  celebrated 
her  90th  birthday  and  is  renowned  for  her 
generosity,  will  be  honoured  at  the  tea. 


Please  show  your  support  when  you  are 
approached  by  a Hillel  Lodge  volunteer 
because  this  is  the  Auxiliary's  one  and  only 
fundraiser  and  ali  monies  raised  are  turned 
over  to  the  benefit  of  Hillel  Lodge. 

Did  you  know  there  is  a terrific  gift  shop 
in  Hillel  Lodge?  From  jewelry  to  Judaica  to 
that  perfect  little  present,  it  is  all  there  and 
very  competitively  priced.  Be  it  for  simeha 
season  or  a little  treat  for  yourself  or  your 
home,  you  will  find  it  at  the  Hillel  Lodge  Gift 
Shoppe.  The  shop  is  an  initiative  of  the  Aux- 
iliary and  all  profits  are  used  for  the  well- 
being of  our  elderly. 

The  Auxiliary  is  always  looking  for  new 
members.  Meetings  are  held  only  once  a 
month,  but  not  during  the  winter.  The  next 
meeting  is  on  Wednesday,  September  5. 
Please  consider  joining  this  enthusiastic  team 
of  volunteers. 

The  reward  of  volunteering  is  the  wonder- 
ful feeling  conveyed  in  the  smiles  of  the  resi- 
dents who  themselves  have  contributed  so 
greatly  to  our  community. 

For  more  information,  please  call  Naomi 
Cracower  at  613-820-0420  or  Hillel  Lodge  at 
613-723-3900. 


The  Executive  and  Board  of  Directors 
of  Jewish  Family  Services  of  Ottawa 

cordially  invite  you  to  our 

27th  Annual  General  Meeting 

to  be  held  on 

Tuesday,  October  16, 2007, 7:00  pm 
Jewish  Family  Services 
1255  Carling  ave.,  3rd  floor 

Elaine  Rabin  Social  Service  Award 
Recipient:  David  Freedman 
Refreshments 

Special  guest  speaker:  Irwin  Kula 

Irwin  Kula,  the  President  of  CLAL  - The  National 
Jewish  Centre  for  Learning  and  Leadership  - is  not 
your  typical  Rabbi.  He  is  me  host  of  Simple  Wisdom 
on  PBb,  and  appears  regularly  on  CNN  ana  Fox.  He  has 
inspired  thousands  of  people  using  Jewish  wisdom  in  a 
way  that  speaks  to  modem  life.  He  brings  the  insights  of 
the  past  to  the  challenges  of  the  present  to  help  people 
live  richer  and  fuller  lives. 

As  one  of  the  new  leader  shaping  American  spirituality,  Kula  provides  a 
broad  vision  of  religious  pluralism,  honouring  tradition  through  such 
contemporary  channels  as  work,  volunteerism,  and  philanthropy  as  forms 
of  spiritual  practice. 


Please  RSVP  by  Tuesday,  October  9, 2007  to  (613)  722-2225 


See  page  40  for  details  on  how  to  subscribe 
to  the  OJB  and  receive  19  issues  a year! 


The  Ottawa  Jewish 
Telephone  Directory 


Did  you  receive  your  2007  Directory? 
Copies  are  available  for  $22.00. 

Please  call  our  office  at  613.722.2932  for  more  information. 

Please  help  keep  your  listing  current  by  advising  us 
of  any  changes  you  may  have  to  your  address. 

If  you  are  a newcomer  to  Ottawa,  please  contact 
us  to  include  your  listing  in  the  2008  Directory. 

Call  our  office  at  613-722.2932  or 
email  us  at  ojteldirectory@yahoo.ca 


Deadline  for  changes  to  listings  to  be  included 
in  the  2008  Directory  is  January  15,  2008. 


The  Ottawa  Jewish  Telephone  Directory 
is  published  annually  by  Na’amat  Ottawa  ^ A 


Join  thousands  of  youth  from  all  corners  of  the  world 
for  an  experience  that  will  last  a lifetime 


www.marchofthelivinq.orq 


APRIL  28 -MAY  11, 2008 

IN  POLAND,  the  "March  of  the  Living" 
takes  place  on  Holocaust  Remembrance 
Day,  when  thousands  of  students  march 
together  the  3-kilometres  separating 
Auschwitz  from  Birkenau. 

IN  ISRAEL,  participants  will  celebrate 
the  60th  anniversary  of  Israel  on 
Independence  Day  together  with  young 
people  from  Israel  and  other  parts  of 
the  world. 

YOU  COULD  BE  ONE  of  the  600 
Canadian  high  school  students 
priviledged  to  take  part  in  this  event! 


Bram  Breqman  - Ottawa  Chaperone 
21  Nadolny  Sachs  Private  • Ottawa,  ON  • K2A  1R9 
E:  bram@ncsyottawa.com  • P:  (613)  262.6279  • F:  (613)  798.4695 


Live  Generously.® 


rr  DOES  A WORLD  OF  GOOO 
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Pick  up 
your  NEW 

JEWISH  ART 
CALENDAR 

for 

2007-2008 


at  the  following  locations 

Rideau  Bakery,  College  Square  Loblaws, 
Soloway  Jewish  Community  Centre 
and  the 

Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  office 

or  call  613-729-1819 


David 

McGuinty 

Member  ol'  Parliament 
Ottawa  South 


Shana  Tova  to  our  friends  in  the 
Ottawa  Jewish  Community 


Constituency  Office  / Bureau  de  Circonscriptlon 
1 883,  rue  Bank  Street  Ottawa  (Ontario)  K1 V 7Z9 
Tel  / Til:  (613)  990-8640 
Fax /T6l6c:  (613)  990-2592 
Email  / Courriek  McGuinty .D@parl.gc.ca 
Web  Site  / Site  Web:  www.davidmcguintv.c 


Wishing  you 
a Happy  new  year 


Rosh  Hashanah  message  from  Canadian  Jewish  Congress 

‘No  greater  threat  to  Jewish  life 
in  Canada  than  our  own  indifference’ 


1 HI  Ernst  & Young 

1 

Ian  M.  Sherman,  CA 

Partner 

• Ernst  & Young  LLP 

m Direct:  613  598-4335 

Chartered  Accountants 

Phone:  613  232-1511 

100  Queen  Street 

Res:  613  723-8272 

Suite  1600 

Fax:  613  232-5324 

Ottawa,  Canada  KIP  1K1 

www.ey.com/can 

ian.m.sherman@ca.ey.com 

Shana  Tova 

to  the  Ottawa  Jen 

islt  Community 

By  Sylvain  Abitbol 
and  Rabbi  Reuven  Bulka, 
CJC  co-presidents 

It  is  in  the  fall,  when  Rosh 
Hashanah  and  Yom  KJppur 
are  upon  us,  that  the  people 
of  our  community  undertake 
serious  reflection  on  the  year 
that  has  passed  and  consider 
the  challenges  and  opportu- 
nities in  the  year  to  come. 

As  the  new  co-presidents 
of  Canadian  Jewish  Con- 
gress, we  look  back  with 
respect  on  the  achievements 
of  our  predecessors,  and  we 
look  forward  to  doing  our 
part  to  strengthen  Jewish  life 
in  Canada. 

The  last  year  has  included 
many  significant  achieve- 
ments for  the  Jewish  commu- 
nity: continued  and  further 
strengthened  relations  with 
Canada’s  First  Nations  peo- 
ple, significant  successes  in 
bringing  perpetrators  of  hate 
to  justice,  a strong  voice  urg- 
ing action  to  eliminate  the 
suffering  of  the  people  of 
Darfur,  seeking  justice  and 
dignity  for  Holocaust  sur- 
vivors, and  challenging  and 
confronting  the  menace  of 
Islamo-fascism  in  all  its  guis- 
es, to  name  but  a few.  These 
achievements  reflect  our 
community’s  engagement  on 
matters  of  human  rights  and 
social  justice,  with  the  hope 
of  leaving  the  world  better 
than  how  we  inherited  it  from 
those  who  came  before  us. 

We  are  blessed  to  live  in  a 
country  where  the  rule  of  law 
is  paramount,  and  where 
Canadian  values  are  reflected 
in  people  from  many  faiths, 
ethnicities  and  cultures  living 
together  in  relative  harmony. 
At  the  same  time,  we  cannot 
take  that  harmony  for  grant- 
ed. We  have  all  seen  or  heard 
about  incidents  of  anti-Semi- 


Rabbi Reuven  Bulka 

tism  in  our  streets  and  on  the 
Internet,  dangerous  state- 
ments from  regimes  demo- 
nizing Israel  and  incendiary 
verbal  and  written  attacks  by 
representatives  of  fringe 
communities  whose  views 
are  contrary  to  Canadian  and 
Jewish  values. 

For  some  people,  attacks 
of  this  kind  spur  vigilant 
awareness  of  those  around 
them,  leading  them  to  work 
to  counteract  the  hatred,  per- 
haps by  building  relation- 
ships with  people  from  com- 
munities outside  their  own  in 
an  effort  to  develop  trust  and 
understanding.  Unfortunate- 
ly, for  many  others,  coming 
face  to  face  with  hatred  and 
enmity  leads  to  a sense  of 
defeat  and  apathy,  which  can 
devastate  a community. 

As  Jews,  we  have  learned 
the  hard  way  that  silence  in 
the  face  of  adversity  is  not  an 
option.  While  we  watch  our 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Israel 
with  trepidation  and  pride  as 
they  defend  our  Jewish  state, 
we  must  realize  that  we,  too, 
have  a sacred  trust  - each  of 
us  must  uphold  Jewish  hon- 
our in  the  Diaspora.  We  do  so 
by  becoming  involved  with 
amcha. 
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Sylvain  Abitbol 

We  Jews  are  a small  fami- 
ly, but  we  are  joined  by  our 
common  history  and  our  love 
of  both  Canada  and  our  spiri- 
tual home,  Eretz  Yisrael.  We 
owe  it  to  future  generations  to 
ensure  both  are  strong,  free 
and  fiercely  independent. 

As  we  enter  the  High 
Holy  Day  season,  we  must 
commit  to  working  for  com- 
munity now.  We  cannot  put  it 
off  for  another  time.  There  is 
no  greater  threat  to  Jewish 
life  in  Canada  than  our  own 
indifference.  That  is  why  we 
urge  all  of  you  to  maintain  an 
unflinching  commitment  to 


community.  Stay  informed, 
stay  involved,  and  encourage 
those  around  you  to  help 
ensure  Canada  remains  a 
country  with  uncompromis- 
ing values,  with  no  room  for 
bigotry,  hate  or  intolerance 
and  plenty  of  room  to 
achieve  great  things  together. 

Anti-Somitism  has  never 
been,  and  will  never  be,  mere- 
ly an  isolated  hatred.  It  is  a 
blight  that  reaches  beyond  the 
Jewish  community  and  acts  as 
a precursor  to  a more  massive 
hate  that  explodes  onto  soci- 
ety as  a whole,  spreading  in 
all  directions.  An  attack  of 
anti-Semitism  directed  at  the 
Jewish  community  is,  for  all 
intents  and  purposes,  an 
attack  on  everything  Canadi- 
ans hold  precious  and  dear. 

Canadian  Jewish  Congress 
stands  on  guard  for  the  Jewish 
community  and,  by  so  doing, 
stands  on  guard  for  Canada  in 
an  effort  to  stamp  out  this 
insidious  hatred. 

We  fervently  wish  mem- 
bers of  the  Jewish  communi- 
ty a peaceful  New  Year  and 
continued  prosperity  to 
Canada  and  to  our  beloved 
Israel. 


RLMflR  OPTICAL 

Dispensing  Opticians 


Sluuui  fowl  to  the  ( )it(iuii  It- wish  Community 


235  Laurier  Ave.  W.  (at  O’Connor) 
Ottawa,  Ontario  K1P5J6 


Mendy  Taller 


232-3705 


Councillor 

Clive 

Doucet 

Ottawa 
City  Council 

http://www.clivedoucet.cora/ 
email:  clive.doucct@ottawa.ca 


Shana  Tova 
to  our  friends 
in  the  Jewish  Community 
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Rosh  Hashanah  message  from  UIA  Federations  Canada 


UIAFC  helps  Israel  recover 


from  Lebanon  war 


Barbara  Farber 

pleased  to  extend  my  very 
best  wishes  to  all  of  you  for  a 
year  of  good  health,  prosper- 
ity and  peace  for  you,  your 
families,  Canadian  Jewry 
and  Israel. 

As  a member  of  the 
Ottawa  Jewish  community,  1 
am  proud  to  serve  at  the 
national  level  and  to  infuse  it 
with  a sense  of  warmth  and 
tradition,  so  characteristic  of 
our  community. 

Shana  Tova  u’metuka 
from  my  family  to  yours. 
May  the  new  year  be  blessed 
with  sweetness  and  peace. 


During  the  past  year,  we 
at  United  Israel  Appeal  Fed- 
erations Canada  (UIAFC) 
were  consumed  with  concern 
for  Israel’s  recovery  from  the 
war  with  Lebanon.  Together, 
we  raised  and  allocated  funds 
and  today,  we  are  engaged  in 
the  implementation  of  the 
services  and  projects  that  are 
designed  to  help  the  north 
rebuild  and  heal. 

We  continue  to  be  con- 
cerned about  the  ongoing  sit- 
uation in  Sderot  and  we  are 
active  in  providing  support 
for  the  children  and  families 
who  suffer  these  difficulties 
on  a daily  basis. 

We  hope  and  pray  for 
peaceful  times  in  Israel,  and 
we  pledge  to  continue  to  pro- 
vide support  and  assistance 
to  those  in  need,  to  empower 
those  who  are  able,  and  to 
build  leadership  and  confi- 
dence, in  all  the  regions  and 
communities  in  Israel. 

As  the  newly  installed 
president  of  UIAFC,  I am 


By  Barbara  Farber, 
president 

The  High  Holiday  period 
is  a time  of  reflection  and 
renewal,  a time  to  think  about 


the  accomplishments  and 
challenges  of  the  past  year 
and  a time  to  look  forward  to 
new  involvements  and  oppor- 
tunities. 


MENTION  THIS  AD  WITH  YOUR  PREORDERED 
SUKKAH  OR  SCHACH  & GET  ONE  SCHACH  ROLL 
FREE! 

sukkot  (rsi=uj  F=/\rvj=i_ 
SUKKAHS) 
e>  SCHACH 

CZ/\  I — I — FOR  STORE  HOURS 
AND  UOCATION! 

ROB  @416  784  295 

EMAIL  ROB  robinoshefq^mail.com 
Prices  at  mvw.sukkahmart.com/canada 


The  finest  homes  in  the  Nation's  Capital 


RICHCHAFT" 

0 Group  of  Companies 


B Strandherd  Meadows 

TOWNHOMES 
(613) 823-2472 

□ Woodroffe  Estates 

TOWNS  & SINGLES 
(613)823-7577 


H Deercroft  Terrace 

TERRACE/LOFTS 

(613)823-7577 


Hunt  Club  Rd. 

Fallowfield  Rd.  5 

5 

12  \ | 
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a 

1 
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Strandherd  Rd. 

The  builder  of  choice  in  Barrhaven 

Barrhaven  is  one  of  Ottawa's  most  desirable  communities  for  first-time 
homebuyers,  move-up  buyers  and  mature  homeowners.  Consistent 
with  the  highly  revered  vision  that  demands  an  equitable  balance 
between  nature,  city  conveniences  and  community,  Richcraft  offers  a 
unique  blend  of  terrace  homes,  townhomes  and  single  family  homes. 

To  find  out  more  on  other  Richcraft 
communities  visit  us  at  www.richcraft.com 
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Hillel  Lodge 

LONG-TERM  CARE  FOUNDATION 


In  support 

of  the  Bess  and  Moe 
Greenberg  Family 
Hillel  Lodge 
In  the  Joseph 
and  Inez  Zelikovitz 
Long  Term  Care  Centre 


Card  Donations 

Card  donations  go  a long  way  to  improving 
the  quality  of  life  for  our  residents.  Thank  you 
for  considering  their  needs  and  contributing  to 
their  well-being. 

On  behalf  of  the  residents  and  their  families, 
we  extend  sincere  appreciation  to  the  following 
individuals  and  families  who  made  card  dona- 
tions to  the  Hillel  Lodge  Long-Term  Care 
Foundation  between  August  2 and  10,  2007 
inclusive. 

HONOUR  FUNDS 

Unlike  a bequest  or  gift  of  life  insurance, 
which  ure  realized  some  time  in  the  future,  a 
named  Honour  Fund  (i.e..  endowment  fund)  is 
established  during  your  lifetime. 

By  making  a contribution  of  SI, 000  or  more, 
you  can  create  a permanent  remembrance  for  a 
loved  one,  honour  a family  member,  declare  what 
the  Lodge  has  meant  to  you  and/or  support  a cause 
that  you  believe  in. 

A Hillel  Lodge  Honour  Fund  is  a permanent 
pool  of  capital  that  earns  interest  or  income  each 
year.  This  income  then  supports  the  priorities  des- 
ignated by  you,  the  donor. 

Bill  and  Leona  Adler  Endowment  Fund 

In  Memory  of: 

Bill  Adler  by  Oscar  Luger;  Stella  Wong; 
Jackie  Lyons,  Gary  Stein  & Family;  Miriam 
Kozolanka;  Herskovitz-Farber  Family;  Mau- 
rice and  Regina  Ben-Kalifa  & the  Sandell 
Family. 

Boris  & Dolly  Blacher  Family  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Bill  Adler  by  Bo  Blacher;  Neil  Blacher. 

Moe  Greenberg  and 

Elissa  Greenberg  Iny  Family  Fund 

In  Memory  of: 

Beloved  Father  of  Laraine  Kaminsky  by 

Elissa  & Avrdham  lny. 


Beloved  Mother  of  Hartley  Stern  by 
Elissa  & Avraham  lny. 

In  Honour  of: 

Lillian  & Mark  Zunder  Congratulations 
on  the  birth  of  your  new  grandson  by  Elissa  & 
Avraham  Iny. 

Schachter-lngber  Family  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Claire,  beloved  mother  of  Andy  Rapoch 
by  Maggie.  Bob,  Esther  and  Matthew 
Lederman. 

Beloved  mother  of  Nitza  Nevo  by  Maggie, 
Bob.  Esther  and  Matthew  Lederman. 

Sarah  and  Amie  Swedler  Family  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Honey  and  Jack  Baylin  MazalTov  and  best 
wishes  on  the  birth  of  your  great-grandson  by 
Sarah  and  Amie  Swedler. 


IN  MEMORY  OF: 

Miriam  Gordon  by  Dodie  and  Bram 
Potechin  & Family;  Maurice  and  Regina 
Ben-Kalifa. 

Bella  Leikin  by  Alissa  Altman. 

Catherine  McMenemy  by  Ms.  J.  Ross; 
Mary  Van  der  Staay. 

IN  HONOUR  OF: 

Goldie  Cantor  Wishing  you  lots  of  good 
health  and  happiness  in  your  new  home  by 
Ingrid  and  Gerry  Levitz. 

Mr.  & Mrs.  Morty  Ross  Mazal  Tov  on  the 
engagement  of  your  children  Jonathan  and 
Elizabeth  by  Ingrid  and  Gerry  Levitz. 

A generous  donation  has  been  made  by 
Cantor  David  and  Gitta  Aptowitzer,  and  Elana 
and  Adam  Aptowitzer  to  sponsor  a kiddish  on 
Shabbat. 


THE  LODGE  EXPRESSES  ITS  SINCERE  APPRECIATION 
FOR  YOUR  KIND  SUPPORT 

AND  APOLOGIZES  FOR  ANY  ERRORS  OR  OMISSIONS. 
DUE  TO  SPACE  LIMITATIONS, 

THE  WORDING  APPEARING 

IN  THE  BULLETIN  IS  NOT  NECESSARILY  THE  WORDING 
WHICH  APPEARED  ON  THE  CARD. 


GIVING  IS  RECEIVING 

ATTRACTIVE  CARDS  AVAILABLE  FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS 

Here’s  a good  opportunity  to  recognize  an  event  or  convey  the  appropriate  sen- 
timent to  someone  important  to  you  and  at  the  same  time  support  the  Lodge.  Card 
orders  may  be  given  to  Debra  or  Cindy  at  613-728-3900,  extension  111,9:30  a.m.  to 
3:30  p.m.  Monday  to  Thursday,  9:00  a.m.  to  2:00  p.m.  Friday.  You  may  also  e-mail 
your  orders  to  donations(a'hiUel-ltc.om.  K-mail  orders  must  include  name,  address, 
postal  code,  and  any  message  to  person  receiving  the  card;  and,  amount  of  dona- 
tion, name,  address  and  postal  code  of  the  person  making  the  donation.  Cards  may 
be  paid  for  by  Visa,  Mastercard,  American  Express,  Cheque  or  Cash.  Contributions 
are  tax  deductible. 


Reinhartz  lectures 
part  of  Soloway  JCC 
fall  adult  programming 


Among  the  wide  and 
varied  assortment  of 
adult  programs  to 
choose  from  this  fall 
are  two  lectures  by 
Adele  Reinhartz,  a pro- 
fessor in  the  depart- 
ment of  classics  and 
religious  studies  at  the 
University  of  Ottawa 
and  an  elected  member 
of  the  Royal  Society  of 
Canada. 

Reinhartz  is  the 
author  of  numerous  arti- 
cles on  a broad  range  of 
topics,  in  particular 
those  dealing  with  first- 
century  Judaism  and 
Christianity.  As  well, 
she  has  authored  eight 
books,  including  Scripture  on  the  Silver 
Screen.  Her  latest  book  is  a study  of  Jesus 
movies,  entitled  Jesus  of  Hollywood. 

The  first  lecture,  Why  and  How  Jews 
Should  Read  the  New  Testament,  will  take 
place  on  Tuesday  evening,  October  30  and  The 
Jewish  Jesus : The  View  from  Hollywood  will 
be  held  on  Tuesday  evening,  November  27. 

Professor  Rebecca  Margolis,  assistant  pro- 
fessor in  the  Vered  Jewish  Canadian  studies 
program  at  the  University  of  Ottawa,  will 
return  this  fall  with  a series  of  two  Sunday 
morning  Bagel  Brunches.  Tkines  and 
Women's  Spirituality  In  Ashkenaz:  Yiddish 


Womens  Prayer  and 
Practice  in  Eastern 
Europe  will  take  place 
on  Sunday,  October  21 
at  10:30  am  and  A Dis- 
cussion of  Jewish  Yid- 
dish writers  in  Canada; 
J.l.  Segal.  Ida  Maza. 
Yudika,  etc.  will  follow 
at  the  same  time  on 
Sunday,  November  18. 

New  to  the  course 
calendar  this  year  is  a 
variety  of  crafts  led  by 
Heidi  Pivnick.  They 
include  Hardanger 
Challah  Cover,  Funky 
Knit  Socks,  and  Tradi- 
tional Rug  Hooking. 
An  all-day  Stained 
Glass  Mosaic  work- 
shop instructed  by  Cindy  Laneville,  will  take 
place  on  Sunday,  October  14. 

Fine  arts  courses  return  with  Contempo- 
rary Jewish  Art  and  Artists.  Watercolour: 
Basics  and  Explorations  and  Basic  Drawing. 

Hebrew,  Yiddish  and  Spanish  courses  are 
being  offered  at  beginner  and  advanced  lev- 
els. As  well,  the  Shira  Ottawa  Choir  wel- 
comes you  to  join  them  at  7:00  pm  on  Thurs- 
day, September  6 as  they  return  for  their  10th 
season.  New  members  are  welcome. 

To  find  out  more  about  the  fall  courses, 
call  Roslyn  Wollock  at  613-798-9818,  ext. 
254  or  rwollock@jccottawa.com 


Adele  Reinhartz 


Are  You  New  to  Ottawa??  BH 

If  yes,  please  consider  the  following: 

• If  you  are  single  or  married,  join  us  for  a Friday  night  Shabbat  dinner  at  our  home. 
Lots  of  good  food  and  company. 

• If  you  have  a preschooler,  register  him/her  in  our  popular  Jewish  Preschool  of  the 
Arts.  We  have  certified  teachers  and  our  curriculum  includes  music,  dance  and  art. 

• If  you  love  Jewish  books,  take  out  a membership  at  our  Jewish  Youth  Library 
of  Ottawa,  we  have  thousands  of  English  Judaica  books  for  children  and  adults 

• If  you  love  learning  Talmud  or  Jewish  Mysticism,  join  us  Sunday  morning 
or  Tuesday  night  for  Rabbi  Botnick's  very  popular  classes. 

• If  you  have  a toddler,  join  us  every  Friday  morning  at  our  very  popular  Shabbat 
for  Tot  drop  in.  We  bake  challah,  have  a Shabbat  snack  and  make  creative  crafts. 

• If  you  have  a teen,  get  him/her  to  register  as  a volunteer  with  our  successful  Friend- 
ship Circle  program,  where  we  match  teenagers  with  children  who  have  special  needs. 

• If  you  yourself  love  to  volunteer,  join  our  Board  of  Directors.  We  have  quarterly 
meetings  and  this  is  a chance  to  get  involved  with  meaningful  projects  and  meet 
interesting  and  educated  people. 

For  more  information  visit  our  website  www.JYLofOttawa.org 
or  call  Devora  Caytak  613.729.7712  or  613.729.1619 


Please  support  our  advertisers 
and  tell  them  you  saw  their  advertisement 
in  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin. 
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Shalom  Baby  helps  parents 
form  social  connections 


By  Leila  Ages, 
committee  chair 

Many  new  parents  find 
the  joys  of  raising  a new- 
born are  often  coupled  with 
anxiety  and  strain. 

Without  a proper  net- 
work of  family  and  friends, 
the  first  year  of  a child's  life 
can  be  challenging,  espe- 
cially if  they  are  new  to  the 
city.  Although  there  is  a 
wide  range  of  programs  for 
parents  and  babies  within 
the  community-at-large, 
there  is  virtually  none  with- 
in the  Jewish  community  or 
with  a specific  Jewish 
focus. 

That  is  about  to  change. 

The  new  SJCC  program, 
funded  by  the  Federations 
outreach  initiative,  is  called 
Shalom  Baby. 

“Shalom  Baby  is  specifi- 
cally designed  to  meet  the 
needs  of  parents  for  their 
child  within  the  first  12 
months  of  life,”  says  Jackie 
Luffman.  SJCC  board  mem- 
ber and  Shalom  Baby  com- 
mittee member. 

Its  ultimate  goal  is  to 
provide  parents  with  an 
opportunity  to  form  social 
connections  and  meet  others 
in  similar  situations. 

“As  a first-time  mom, 
such  a program  [Shalom 
Baby]  would  have  been  a 
wonderful  way  for  me  to 
meet  new  moms  in  the  Jew- 
ish community;  a great  way 


to  be  introduced  to  the  ser- 
vices and  activities  offered 
at  the  SJCC  while  sharing 
the  adventures  of  mother- 
hood with  new  moms,”  says 
Orly  Lewkowicz-Kelly, 
Shalom  Baby  committee 
member. 

Upon  notification  of  a 
new  baby,  Shalom  Baby 
will  deliver  a beautiful  wel- 
come basket  to  the  newborn 
and  family  including  a 
resource  booklet  listing 
everything  from  Jewish 
schools,  books  on  Jewish 
parenting,  to  fun  things  to 
do  in  Ottawa.  It  also 
includes  secular  resources 
targeted  at  parents  and 
babies  as  well  as  gifts  for 
the  newborn. 

The  welcome  basket  is 
only  the  beginning.  All  par- 
ents and  their  babies  are 
invited  each  month  to  join 
in  Shalom  Baby’s  vast  array 
of  fun  and  informative  pro- 
grams. 

Everything  from  baby 
food  making,  strollercize 
classes,  car  seat  clinics  and 
even  a baby  sleep  specialist 
are  on  this  year's  roster  of 
programs.  The  programs 
will  be  offered  at  the  SJCC 
and  other  locations  across 
the  city. 

Shalom  Baby  has  been 
an  overwhelming  success  in 
the  United  States  and  Cana- 
da for  several  years.  The 
Shalom  Baby  of  Winnipeg 


As 


pgan4c , 
ssociates 

CHARTERED  ACCOUNTANTS 


Cogan  & Associates  is  a full-service 
chartered  accounting  firm  providing  services 
in  the  following  areas: 

/Auditing  /Corporate  reorganizations 

/ Accounting  / Management  consulting 

/ Tax  return  preparation  / Budgeting  and  forecasting 
/ Personal  and  corporate  / Business  valuations 
income  tax  planning  / Personal  financial  planning 
/ Estate  planning  / Real  estate  analysis 

/ Financing 

Best  wishes  for  a healthy 
and  happy  New  Year.  Shana  Tova. 


255  Albert  Street,  Suite  904,  Ottawa,  ON  KIP  6A9 
Telephone:  (613)  236-9637 
Fax:  (613)  236-6203 
email:  info@coganassociates.com 
www.coganassociates.com 


has  seen  many  people 
develop  lifelong  friendships 
from  what  started  out  as  a 
simple  ‘bagels  and  blocks' 
program. 

A dedicated  committee 
of  staff  and  volunteers  has 
worked  hard  to  develop  the 
program  in  Ottawa. 

If  you  are  a parent  or  you 
know  of  any  parent  who  is 
looking  to  find  age-appro- 
priate community  activities, 
discuss  common  baby  con- 
cerns and  meet  other  par- 
ents while  participating  in 
entertaining  activities, 
Shalom  Baby  is  the  answer. 

Don’t  miss  our  program 
launch  scheduled  for  Friday, 
October  2 6,  2007. 

For  additional  informa- 
tion or  to  get  involved  in  the 
program,  visit  the  website 
at  www.jccottawa.com  or 
www.shalombabyottawa.ca 
or  contact  Penni  Namer  at 
613-798-9818  ext.  243;  fax 
613-798-9839;  e-mail 
pnamerQjccotta  wa.com. 


HAPPY  JEWISH 
NEW  YEAR 


YASIR  NAQVI 

Your  Provincial  Liberal  Candidate 


Community  Leadership  that  Counts 


Authorized  by  the  Ottawa  Centre  PLA 


Are  you  a non-subscriber? 

See  page  40  for  details  on  how  to  receive 
Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  19  times  a year! 
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Sid  Rothman  b"\ 

(-tyi/ewish  to  thank  all  of  our  family  and friend,  for  the 
overwhelming  expressions  of  sympathy  and  love  that  we 
received  following  our  beloved  Sid's  sudden  passing. 

Your  prayers,  contributions,  cards,  meals,  visits  and  kind  ; 
words  touched  us  all  so  deeply. 

We  cannot  truly  express  how  you  have  helped  us  through 
these  very  difficult  times. 

Please  accept  this  modest  thank  you  as  an  appreciation 
for  all  that  you  did  and  all  that  you  continue  to  do  for  us. 

Shelley,  Stuart,  Nina,  PJ  and  Marshall  Rothman 


nnycollenette.ca 
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Wishing  the  Ottawa 
Jewish  Community 
a very  happy  and  healthy 
New  Year! 


2555  Sheffield  Rd. 


745-6000 


FOX  ADVANCED  FACIALS 


ELECTROLYSIS 


Years  of  Experience 
in  Enhancing  Facial  Beauty 


ACNE  TREATMENT  • CHEMICAL  PEEL 
ELECTROLYSIS  • MICRODERMABRASION 
SPIDER  VEINS  TREATMENT  • ROSACEA 

LASER  HAIR  REMOVAL 

1 

Ay- 

Jana  L.  Fox  g.n.r.e. 

§ H 

Professional  Facialist 

(613)  727-9666 

I 


1897  BASELINE  ROAD 

(across  from  the  Home  Depot) 
www.foxfacialsandelectrolysis.com 


New  Year ’s  Greetings 
to  the 

Ottawa  Jewish  Community 


Rob  Jellett 

Councillor/  Conseiller 
Quartier  Cumberland  Ward 

City  of  Ottawa  / Ville  d'Ottawa 
110,  a v.  Laurier  Ave.  West/Ouest 
Ottawa,  ON  K1P1J1 
Tel/t6l:  (613)  580-2489 
Fax/t6l6c  (613)  580-2697 
Email/courriel:  rob.jellett@ottawa.ca 
Web : www.ottawa.ca 
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Adath  Shalom  welcomes  Deborah  Zuker 
to  lead  29th  High  Holy  Day  services 


By  Elaine  Vininsky 

Adath  Shalom  Congre- 
gation is  welcoming  Ottawa 
native  Deborah  Zuker  to 
provide  spiritual  guidance 
for  the  congregation’s  29th 
High  Holy  Days. 

A second-year  rabbinical 
student  at  the  Jewish  Theo- 
logical Seminary  in  New 
York  City,  Zuker  earned  an 
MA  in  Jewish  Studies  from 
the  Jewish  Theological 
Seminary  and  an  MSW 
from  Columbia  University 
with  training  in  social  work 
focused  on  Jewish  hospice 
care.  She  will  now  partici- 
pate in  a newly  formed 
intensive  text-study  track  at 
JTS  focused  on  Talmud  and 
Jewish  law. 

“It  is  a unique  feature 
that  Deborah  knows  the 
Ottawa  Jewish  community 
personally,  and  that  she 
learned  first-hand  about  the 
interests  and  priorities  of 
our  congregation,”  says  Co- 
President  Paul  Adler. 

Zuker  was  considered 
for  the  High  Holy  Days 
position  after  she  conduct- 
ed a Shabbaton  for  the  egal- 
itarian congregation  last 
May.  She  led  a discussion 
on  the  meaning  of  prayer 
and  the  ideological  founda- 
tions of  the  Conservative 
movement.  This  gave  her 
the  opportunity  to  mingle 
with  the  members. 

“I  feel  blessed  to  be  able 
to  develop  a relationship 
with  Adath  Shalom  in 
Ottawa,  where  I have  my 
own  roots,”  she  says. 

Zuker  believes  the  High 
Holy  Days  provide  every 
Jew  with  a significant  spiri- 
tual opportunity  for  self- 
reflection  and  growth. 

“As  we  experience  our 
traditional  liturgy  together, 
we  will  reflect  upon  the 


Deborah  Zuker 


emotional  resonance  of  this 
time  of  year  for  us  as  Jews; 
both  as  individuals  and 
within  our  community. 

"No  matter  where  we 
each  are  in  our  life  path,  the 
High  Holy  Days  are  a time 
of  reconnection  and  return, 
tshuva,  to  who  we  are  and 
to  a sense  of  closeness  to 
God.” 

Devoted  to  promoting 
volunteerism  among  her  fel- 
low students,  Zuker  is  par- 
ticularly passionate  about 
the  issues  of  hunger  and 
homelessness  in  New  York 
City. 

Her  past  volunteer  expe- 
rience includes  teaching 
English  to  underprivileged 
Israeli  children,  holding 
various  leadership  positions 
at  Queen’s  University  Hillel 
and  staffing  a distress 
phone  line.  She  spent  the 
summer  working  at  Camp 
Ramah  in  the  Berkshires, 
providing  social  and  emo- 
tional support  to  campers, 
staff  and  families. 

Volunteering  is  also 
inherent  at  Adath  Shalom. 
Throughout  the  year,  at  its 
weekly  Shabbat  services 
held  in  the  chapel  at  the 


Jewish  Community  Cam- 
pus at  31  Nadolny  Sachs 
Private,  and  for  the  special 
requirements  for  the  High 
Holy  Days,  lay  members 
organize  and  conduct  all 
aspects  of  services.  An 
experienced  High  Holy 
Days  committee  takes  on 
the  complex  demands  each 
year  in  organizing  services. 

The  High  Holy  Day  ser- 
vices will  take  place  in  the 
air-conditioned  Soloway 
Jewish  Community  Centre 
social  hall.  The  small  con- 
gregation swells  to  a com- 
munity of  about  250  wor- 
shippers when  extended 
family.  High  Holy  Days 
members,  affiliates,  stu- 
dents and  visitors  join  in  the 
services.  Seating  is  unas- 


signed. Babysitting  for  chil- 
dren and  a volunteer-led 
youth  program  are  offered. 
Kiddushim  and  snacks 
served  to  children  are  strict- 
ly kosher. 

Adath  Shalom  has  a uni- 
versal, low  membership 
structure  that  includes 
unassigned  High  Holy  Day 
tickets.  It  also  offers  50  per 
cent  off  full  membership 
for  families  with  children 
enrolled  in  Ottawa  Jewish 
schools.  By  arrangement, 
tickets  are  available  for 
non-members  and,  free  of 
charge,  to  university  stu- 
dents. 

To  make  arrangements 
for  the  High  Holy  Days, 
please  call  Adath  Shalom  at 
613-240-4564. 


^VeightWatchers' 


613-725-1200 


www.WeightWatchersOfEasternOn.ca 


SHANA  TOVA 


Wishing  You  a Happy,  Sweet  New  Year 


Councillor  Cord  Hunter 
Knoxdaie-Mcrivale  Ward 
tel:  613-  580-2479 
fax:  613-580-2519 
Gord.Hunter@ottawa.ea 
www.G0rdH11nter.ca 
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OTC  celebrates  10  years,  offers 
‘meaningful  High  Holiday’  service 


OTC’s  rented  storefront  on  Cedarview  Road  is  expanding  into  the  space  next  door. 


People  call  it  a “warm 
spiritual  home,”  when 
describing  Ottawa  Torah 
Center  Chabad  (OTC).  A 
place  that  guides  you  on  your 
journey  towards  connection. 

Connection  with  God 
with  your  roots,  with  your' 
people,  with  your  purpose  in 
life  and  most  importantly, 
with  who  you  really  are. 

With  the  upcoming  High 
Holidays  season,  OTC  is  cel- 
ebrating its  10-year  anniver- 
sary of  service  in  the  Ottawa 
Jewish  community. 

"It’s  a special  milestone 
for  us  when  we  look  at  the 
tremendous  achievements  we 
have  accomplished  in  the  last 
10  years”  says  Rabbi  Men- 
achem  M.  Blum,  spiritual 
leader  and  director  of  OTC. 
“But  I think  it’s  also  a cele- 
bration for  the  whole  com- 
munity who  really  appreci- 
ates the  work  of  OTC." 

When  Rabbi  Blum  moved 
to  Barrhaven  in  the  summer 
of  1997  and  founded  the 
OTC,  people  were  asking 
him  “what  will  you  do 
there?” 

By  the  time  the  High  Hol- 
idays rolled  around  that  year, 
the  rabbi  and  his  wife  Dina 
hosted  their  first  Rosh 
Hashanah  service  at  the  Wal- 
ter Baker  Sports  Centre.  The 
warmth  of  the  growing  OTC 
family  continued  to  attract 
dozens  of  families  from  vari- 
ous backgrounds  to  partici- 
pate and  High  Holiday  Ser- 
vices were  held  in  subse- 


quent years  at  hotels,  golf 
courses  and  malls. 

Four  years  ago,  OTC  rent- 
ed a storefront  on  Cedarview 
Road. 

“Our  community  was 
growing  and  we  needed  more 
space,”  says  Rabbi  Blum. 
“Participants  really  enjoy  and 
find  meaning  in  our  services. 
It  is  the  user-friendly  feel,  the 
inspiring  insights  and  guid- 
ance throughout  the  service 
that  makes  it  unique.” 

As  OTC  enters  its  second 
decade,  it  is  expanding  into 
the  store  next  door. 

“Our  expanded  and  reno- 
vated space  will  allow  for 
praying  in  the  utmost  of  com- 
fort and  there  will  be  plenty 


of  room  for  our  childrens 
program,”  notes  the  rabbi. 

While  OTC  expands  to 
include  a total  4,000  sq.  ft. 
rented  space,  fundraising 
efforts  are  on  the  way  for  the 
building  of  the  new  OTC 
Synagogue/Centre  at  111 
Lamplighters  Drive. 

“OTC  has  a really  won- 
derful. warm,  friendly  atmos- 
phere," says  Mitch  Levy,  who 
attended  services  at  the 
beginning  of  OTC.  “Its  a 
very  accepting  environment.” 

One  thing  Rabbi  Blum  is 
most  proud  of  is  the  diversity 
of  its  members. 

“From  totally  unaffiliated 
in  terms  of  observance  to  tra- 
ditional Jews  and  everything 
in  between.”  he  says.  "To 
have  that  mix  is  really  won- 
derful for  a shul.” 

In  2005,  a Sunday 
Hebrew  school  program  pre- 
miered with  six  students  - 
now  there  are  25.  OTC’s  pro- 
grams vary  from  standard 
synagogue  programming  - 
such  as  Shabbat  and  High 
Holiday  sendees  and  adult 
education  - to  special  holi- 
day events  - such  as 


Chanukah  events,  a shofar 
factory,  a Purim  feast  and  a 
Matzah  bakery. 

There  are  weekly  services 
on  Shabbat  (Friday  night, 
morning  and  afternoon)  and 
all  holidays.  There  is  even  a 
Sunday  morning  monthly 
minyan. 

“I  think,  for  Barrhaven. 
it’s  absolutely  tremendous,” 
Rabbi  Blum  says.  “We’ve 
seen  it  grow  from  a struggle 
to  get  a minyan  to  well  over 
40-50  people  every  Shabbat.” 

Rabbi  Blum  notes  OTC’s 
open-door  policy  to  all  Jews, 
regardless  of  observance  or 
affiliation. 

“This  year’s  High  Holiday 
Services  will  be  better  than 
ever  as  we  build  on  a decade 
of  experience”  he  explains. 

“We  have  learned  a lot  in 
the  last  10  years  and  we 
invite  everyone  to  discover 
this  meaningful  secret  we 
hold  beyond  the  green  belt." 

For  reservation  and 
information  about  High 
Holidays  and  other  OTC 
programs,  call  613-823- 
0866  or  visit  www.Ottawa 
TorahCentre.com. 


www.freedman55financial.com 
Mark  W.  Freedman  b.a„  ma,  cfp 

Insurance,  Investments,  Financial  Planning 

Wishing  you 
a Happy  Rosh  Hashanah 

mark@freedman55financial.com 


Mazal  Tov 


Mazal  Tov  to  Dr.  Harris  Prehogan  on 
graduating  cum  laude  this  past  spring  from 
Boston  University  School  of  Dental  Medi- 
cine. Dr.  Prehogan  is  the  son  of  Ron  and 
Avalee  Prehogan  and  the  brother  of  Dara.  He 
has  joined  the  general  dental  practice  of  Dr. 
David  Lipnowski  in  Ottawa. 


Bruce  Poulin 

a.  Ottawa-Vanier 

532  Chemin  Montreal  Road 
■T&  Suite  453 

-Vi  Ottawa,  ON  K1K4R4 

Tel./Tel:  61 3.620.0595 
Telec./Fax:  61 3.747.93 17 


mail@brucepoulin.ca 


www.pcottawavanier.ca 


Peggy  Feltmate 


Kanata  South's 
City  Councillor 
www.feltmateforkanata.ca 


'Nappy  New  Near  to  the 
Ottawa  Jewish  Community 


We  Care  Home  Health  Services 

1 Professional  Nursing  and  Home  Support  Services  1 

When  and  where  you  need  us. 

24  hours  a day,  7 days  a week. 

Formerly  Bradson  Home  Health  Care 

Ezz^care 

Call  us  today  to  arrange 
a no  cost  in-home 
needs  assessment 

Home  Health  Services 

782-2244 

PJ  QUIGLEY’S  BAR  & GRILL  IS  BACK  WITH  A FRESH  NEW  LOOK! 

OPEN  DAILY  AT  1 1 am!  WEEKEND  BREAKFAST  SERVED  7:30  am  - 2 pm! 

P.J.  Quigley’s  Bar  & Grill  in  Greenbank  Square  • 250  Greenbank  Road 

613-820-2969 


By  Diana  Ralph 

Rabbi  Arthur  Waskow. 
one  of  the  world’s  most 
influential  religious  leaders, 
has  accepted  an  invitation  to 
make  a rare  visit  to  Ottawa 
on  September  30.  He  will 
speak  on  two  central  issues 
of  our  time  - global  warm- 
ing and  peace-building  in 
the  Middle  East. 

His  first  talk.  "Between 
the  Generations:  A covenant 
to  heal  the  Earth  from  glob- 
al scorching."  will  take 
place  at  Temple  Israel  (1301 
Prince  of  Wales  Drive)  at 
3:00  pm.  It  builds  on  a 
Shalom  Center  project  on 
“Beyond  Oil”  led  by  Rabbi 
Waskow.  involving  religious 
communities  in  addressing 
both  the  personal  and 
household  addiction  to  oil 


and  the  political  and  eco- 
nomic structures  that  feed 
and  intensify  this  addiction. 

That  evening  at  7:30,  he 
will  speak  on  “The  Tent  of 
Abraham:  Making  Peaceful 
Connection  Among  Jews, 
Christians,  and  Muslims”  at 
the  Soloway  JCC  (21 
Nadolny  Sachs  Private). 

This  talk  is  based  on  his 
newest  book.  The  Tent  of 
Abraham  (Beacon.  2006) 
co-authored  with  Sister 
.loan  Cbittister  and  Murshid 
Saadi  Shakur  Chisti.  The 
book  draws  on  the  saga  of 
Abraham  to  encourage 
peacemaking,  shared  cele- 
bration and  shared  political 
action  among  the  three 
Abrahamic  communities. 

Rabbi  Waskow’s  visit  is 
co-sponsored  by  Temple 


New  Year’s  greetings 
to  the 

Ottawa  Jewish  Community 

Councillor 
Shad  Quadri 

Ward  6 
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Congregation 
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Reuven  P.  Bulka 
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Pinchas  Levinson 

Membership 
and  High  Holy  Day 
Information: 
www.machzikeihadas.com 
or  call 

613-521-9700 


Israel,  the  Soloway  JCC,  the 
Jewish  Federation  of 
Ottawa,  the  Ottawa  Recon- 
structionist Havurah,  Adath 
Shalom  Congregation  and 
Canadian  Friends  of  Peace 
Now.  All  are  welcome  to 
attend  both  events. 

In  1996,  Rabbi  Waskow 
was  named  by  the  United 
Nations  one  of  40  “Wis- 
dom Keepers”  - religious 
and  intellectual  leaders 
from  all  over  the  world  who 
attended  the  Habitat  II  con- 
ference in  Istanbul. 

In  2001,  he  was  present- 
ed the  Abraham  Joshua 
Heschel  Award  by  the  Jew- 
ish Peace  Fellowship.  In 
2005,  he  was  named  one  of 
the  “Forward  Fifty”  by  the 
Forward , a leading  Ameri- 
can Jewish  newspaper. 

In  2007,  Newsweek 
named  him  one  of  Ameri- 
ca's 50  most  influential  rab- 
bis. For  more  information, 
contact:  Maxine  Miska 

(613-798-9818,  ext.  263). 
mmiska@jccottawa.com.  or 
Diana  Ralph  (613-321- 
2834),  dianar@magma.ca- 

Rabbi  Waskow’s 
achievements 

Rabbi  Waskow  is  one  of 
the  creators  and  leaders  of 
Jewish  renewal  since  writ- 
ing the  original  Freedom 
Seder  in  1969.  In  1983,  he 
founded  and  has  since  been 
director  of  The  Shalom 
Center  ( www.shalomctr.org ) 
that  draws  on  Jewish  and 
other  spiritual  and  religious 
teachings  to  work  for  jus- 
tice. peace,  and  the  healing 
of  our  wounded  earth 

His  books,  Seasons  of 
Our  Joy  on  the  Jewish  festi- 


Rabbi  Arthur  Waskow 


val  cycle:  Godwrestling 
Round  2 on  new  interpreta- 
tions of  the  Bible;  Down-to- 
Earth  Judaism:  Food,  Sex. 
Money.  & the  Rest  of  Life: 
and  (with  his  wife  Rabbi 
Phyllis  Berman)  A Time  for 
Even  Purpose  Under 
Heaven  on  the  Jewish  life- 
cycle  have  all  brought  new 
spiritual  depth  and  newly 
progressive  political  sub- 
stance to  Jewish  life. 

Rabbi  Waskow  pioneered 
in  the  synthesis  of  spiritually 
rooted  ceremony  and 
prophetic  political  action  in 
celebration  of  festivals  and 
life-cycle  transformations 
(e.g.,  a Tu  B’Shevat  Seder  to 
protect  the  redwood  forest 
and  a Hoshana  Rabbah  cele- 
bration to  protect  the  Hud- 
son River). 

He  also  led  in  developing 
a spiritually  rooted  prophetic 
approach  to  support  of  a 
two-state  peaceful  settle- 
ment of  the  lsraeli-Palestm- 
ian  conflict;  in  developing 
the  theology  and  practice  of 


Eco-Judaism;  in  addressing 
as  a religious  issue  the  use  of 
torture  by  the  US  govern- 
ment; and  in  facing  the 
emergence  in  our  generation 
of  top-down,  unaccountable 
power  in  the  US  government 
as  a recurrence  of  the  arche- 
typal Pharaoh  and  Caesar. 

In  2002.  he  joined  in 
founding  Rabbis  for  Human 
Rights^North  America  as 
secretary*  of  its  board  and 
steering  committee,  and  was 
instrumental  in  urging  it  to 
work  on  human  rights  issues 
in  the  US  (especially  tor- 
ture) as  well  as  supporting 
RHR  Israel’s  work  on 
human  rights  in  Israel  and 
Palestine. 

Waskow  was  legislative 
assistant  to  a US  Congress- 
man from  1 959  to  1961 ; 
then  a Fellow  of  the  Institute 
for  Policy  Studies  in  Wash- 
ington DC  until  1977  and  of 


the  Public  Resource  Center 
till  1982. 

During  those  years  he 
wrote  seven  books  on  US 
public  policy  in  foreign 
affairs  and  military  strategy, 
race  relations  and  energy 
policy,  and  was  among  the 
leaders  of  the  movement  to 
end  the  Vietnam  War.  He 
was  elected  an  antiwar,  anti- 
racist delegate  from  the 
District  of  Columbia  to  th  • 
Democratic  National  Con- 
vention of  1968.  and  wa> 
co-author  of  the  Call  to 
Resist  Illegitimate  Author  - 
ty.  supporting  draft  res  - 
tance  to  the  Vietnam  W 
He  taught  at  the  Recon- 
structionist Rabbinical  C >1- 
lege  from  1982  to  1984-)  and 
has  taught  as  a visiting  pro- 
fessor in  the  departments  of 
religion  at  Swarthmore. 
Vassar.  Temple  University 
and  Drew  University 

Paul  Dewar 

Member 
of  Parliament  / 
depute 

Ottawa  Centre 

Constituency  Office  / 
Bureau  de  circonscription 
1306  Wellington  St.,  Suite  304 
Ottawa,  ON  K1Y3B2 

Tel:  613-946-8682 
Fax/telec:  613-946-8680 
dewarp@parl.gc.ca 
www.pauldewar.ca 


Sharia  Tova  to  our  friends  in  the 
Ottawa  Jewish  Community 

Std/er  I 

DESROCHES 

www.stevedesroches.ca 


City  Councillor 
Gloucester  South  Nepean 

stcvc.dcsrochc.\(<i>ottawa.ca 

(613)  580  2^5 1 


Timeless  Stained  Glass  Art 


Beautify  your  home  with  breathtaking  creations, 
brilliantly  coloured  one-of-a-kind  glass  artwork 

• Doors 

• Windows 

• Cabinets 

• Mirrors 

• Chamsot 

• Fused  Art 
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\ by  Pamela  ar  i 
Oded  RaveK 


OR  D€SK|N 
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T.  613.769.2130  W.  ORDESIGN.com 
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.Summers  Together  • Memories  ForeverJ 


Shana  Tova  from  our  family  to  yours! 

Traditional  Overnight  Camp  for  Boys  and  Girls  Ages  7' 16 
2,  3,  4,  or  7 week  sessions!  Our  fees  arc  all-inclusive  and  competitive 


Please  join  us  for  our  Ottawa  information  night  on  November  26th,  200 7 . 
For  more  information,  please  call  1 -888-2 54-4274  or  vi^it  us  online  at  www.campwaldcn.ca 


Family  m Camps 


Page  54  - Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  - September  3,  2007 


shoon  tovd 


The  transporting  joy  of  dance,  Israeli  style 


Come  dance  with  the  Ottawa  Israeli  Folkdancers  on  Tuesday  nights. 


By  Kinncret  Globerman 
American  dancer  and  choreographer 
Agnes  De  Mille  once  said,  “To  dance  is  to 
be  out  of  yourself.  Larger,  more  beautiful, 
more  powerful.  This  is  power,  it  is  glory  on 
earth,  and  it  is  yours  for  the  taking.” 

This  could  very  well  be  the  motto  of  the 
Ottawa  Israeli  Folkdancers.  Every  Tuesday 
night  for  the  past  30  years,  Jewish  and  non- 
Jewish  men,  women  and  children  have 
come  together  to  share  in  the  joy  of  the 
dance.  Veterans  and  newcomers,  young  and 
old,  those  with  flair  and  those  who  dare  - 
they  all  put  on  their  dancing  shoes  and  give 
themselves  over  to  the  music,  song  and 
choreography  of  Israeli  folkdancing. 

“1  love  this  with  a passion,”  says  the 
group’s  co-ordinator,  one  of  its  dance 
instructors,  and  20-year  veteran,  Phil  Kretz- 
mar.  “It’s  almost  spiritual  - it’s  an  intense 
physical  and  emotional  experience." 

The  intensity  is  spiritual.  Long-time 
dancers  like  Judy  Rostenne  get  lost  in  the 
music.  Modem  Israeli  music  has  a variety 
of  cultural  influences  including  Eastern 
European,  Greek,  North  African,  and  Mid- 
dle Eastern.  The  music  is  transporting;  you 
can  fly  to  Eretz  Yisrael  on  a song. 

Israeli  dancing  has  evolved  over  the 
years.  It’s  not  just  centred  on  horas.  While 
some  of  the  old-style  dances  still  remain, 
contemporary  choreography  is  highly 
expressive.  There  is  an  allowable  freedom  of 
expression  and  looseness  in  interpretation. 


“It  doesn’t  really  matter  if  people  have  a 
style  or  not,”  says  Rostenne,  “as  long  as 
they  are  enjoying  themselves.  You  don’t 
have  to  be  a ballerina  or  a tango  dancer.” 
And  if  you  leam  to  dance  with  the  group, 
you’ll  be  able  to  dance  anywhere  in  the 
world.  There  is  a global  dance  fellowship  to 
which  you  are  automatically  a member. 
"Wherever  I go,  I have  a huge  group  of 


new  friends  to  join,”  says  Rostenne,  who 
drops  in  on  Israeli  folkdancing  groups 
wherever  she  travels,  whether  it’s  in  Flori- 
da, Brazil  or  Vancouver. 

"We’re  connected  to  a worldwide  com- 
munity,” says  Kretzmar. 

You  don’t  have  to  be  a dance  maven  to 
kick  up  your  heels  with  the  Ottawa  Israeli 
Folkdancers.  Your  two  left  feet  will  find  a 


home  there.  Tuesday  evenings  begin  with 
learning  the  basic  steps  at  6:30.  Beginner’s 
dances  are  taught  at  7:00,  followed  by  begin- 
ner’s request  dancing.  The  more  advanced 
dances  are  taught  later  on.  Soon  “tcherkas- 
siya"  and  “debka"  will  be  part  of  your 
vocabulary  as  you  build  up  a repertoire  of 
easy  dances  while  building  your  confidence. 

By  8:30,  the  teaching  and  reviewing  of 
dances  is  done,  and  the  rest  of  the  evening 
is  given  over  to  requests.  Many  beginners 
who  start  out  in  September  are  able  to  fol- 
low along  in  the  more  difficult  dances  by 
the  time  April  and  May  roll  around.  Once  a 
year,  an  out-of-town  guest  instructor  is 
invited  to  conduct  an  evening  workshop 
with  back-to-back  dances. 

For  $3  a night,  you  can  dance  for  as  lit- 
tle or  as  long  as  you  like.  Some  die-hards 
stay  the  entire  four  hours.  The  dancing  has 
been  taking  place  at  the  Hillel  Academy 
gym  on  Broadview  Avenue  for  the  past 
many  years. 

Over  the  years,  the  group  - run  by  vol- 
unteers like  Kretzmar  and  Rostenne  - has 
witnessed  children  grow  up,  marriages 
made,  people  come  and  go  and  then  return. 
Children  and  seniors  and  every  age  in 
between  have  kept  Tuesday  nights  sacro- 
sanct to  the  dance. 

For  more  information,  contact  Judy  Ros- 
tenne at  judy@otlawaisraelidance.ca  or 
check  out  the  brand  new  website  at 

www.  ottawaisraelidance.  ca. 


ADATH  SHALOM  CONGREGATION 

- CONSERVATIVE  EGALITARIAN  - 


Located  in  the  heart  of  the  Ottawa  Jewish  community 
High  Holy  Day  Services 

Soloway  Jewish  Community  Centre  Rosh  HaShanah:  September  1 2-1 4 

21  Nadolny  Sachs  Private  Yom  Kippur:  September  21-22 

Shabbat  & Festival  Services 

JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CAMPUS  CHAPEL, 

31  NADOLNY  SACHS  PRIVATE 

Family  Membership:  $499.00,  includes  high  holy  day  seats* 

50%  Off  for  families  with  children  enrolled  in  Ottawa  Jewish  schools 
‘Tishrei’  High  Holy  Days  Tickets  (non-members):  $160.00  per  person 
University  students:  no  charge 

* ALL  HIGH  HOLY  DAY  SEATS  ARE  UNASSIGNED 


PERFORMANCE 
4 4 PRINTING 

Wishing  you  and  yours 
a happy  and  healthy  Rosh  Hashanah 
and  a meaningful  Yom  Kippur 


Performance  Printing  Limited 
printer  of  the 
Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin 


Call  Barry  Evans 

Tel.  613.791.3825  Fax.  613.843.0526 


Please  contact  613-240-4564 

Visit  our  website::  www.adath-shalom.ca 
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Sprint  Triathlon  champion  plans  to  keep  on  comoetina 

Bv  Jason  Sherriff  ■■■■■ . ...  ■ ^ 


By  Jason  Sherriff 

Muscles  aching.  Heart  pound- 
ing. Mind  focused.  For  Lome 
Weiner,  current  Canadian  Sprint 
Triathlon  champion,  there  is  no 
feeling  greater  than  the  accom- 
plishment of  finishing  a triathlon, 
win  or  lose. 

Weiner,  58,  is  the  current  Cana- 
dian national  champion  in  the 
sprint-length  triathlon  category  in 
the  age  group  of  55-59.  While 
sprint-length  triathlon  distances 
vary  slightly,  they  generally  con- 
sist of  a 750-metre  swim,  a 20- 
kilometre  bike  ride,  and  a 5-kilo- 
metre  run,  says  Weiner,  who  has 
been  competing  since  2004.  He 
became  the  national  champion  of 
his  age  group  on  June  30  with  a 
time  of  one  hour,  17  minutes  and 
six  seconds  in  Brampton,  Ontario. 

With  his  win  in  Brampton, 
Weiner  qualified  for  the  World 
Championship  in  Vancouver  next 
year.  Weiner  also  qualified  for  the 
World  Championship  in  Lau- 
sanne, Switzerland  last  year,  but 
was  unable  to  attend  due  to  family 
commitments. 

Although  the  championship 
could  be  seen  as  a goal  for  a tri- 
athlete, Weiner  says  it  is  “just 
another  triathlon.  It’s  just  at  a 


Lome  Weiner  participates  in  the  Carleton  Place  Sprint  Triathlon. 


higher  level  of  competition. 

“My  ultimate  goal  is  to  feel  good 


about  the  race  I just  had.  Whether  1 
come  in  first  or  last,  it  doesn’t  real- 


ly matter.”  he  says.  “What  matters  is 
that  I’ve  trained  hard,  and  that  1 did 
the  best  I could.” 

However,  he  does  admit  he 
would  rather  compete  in  the 
Olympic  distance  triathlons, 
which  are  double  the  length. 

So,  in  August,  he  raced  in  the 
Canadian  Olympic  Triathlon  in 
Drummondville,  Quebec,  winning 
the  bronze  medal  in  his  age  group 
and  qualifying  for  the  World 
Championship  next  year  in  the 
Olympic  distance. 

“I  feel  great,"  says  Weiner.  “I 
felt  good  the  whole  way  by  doing 
the  right  training  and  being  ready." 

Weiner  began  competing  in 
triathlons  after  he  realized  he  was 
already  doing  enough  training  for 
it  in  his  normal  schedule. 

“I've  been  swimming  for  about 
22  years,”  he  says.  “About  10 
years  ago,  I decided  I'd  also  bike. 
About  five  years  ago.  I watched 
the  Meech  Lake  Triathlon  and  got 
interested.  I started  to  run  and  I 
found  out  I could  do  it." 

Weiner  surprises  himself  with 
his  triathlon  performances,  which 
usually  find  him  in  first  or  second 
place  in  his  age  group.  His  athlet- 
ic prowess  is  especially  surprising, 
he  says,  since  he  had  never  really 


competed  before,  and  wasn’t  used 
to  running. 

“I’m  not  really  built  for  run- 
ning or  I wasn't  training  right,  and 
so  I was  getting  injured,”  says 
Weiner,  who  decided  to  get  a 
coach  last  year  to  help  him  train. 
“I'm  getting  better.  My  training  is 
working." 

Triathlon  competitions  require 
devotion  and  commitment. 

“You  have  to  want  to  do  it,”  says 
Weiner,  a family  physician.  Father 
of  two  and  married  to  Nancy  Mad- 
dams.  yoga  instructor  and  retired 
teacher,  Weiner  says  training  for 
triathlons  keeps  him  tired  constant- 
ly and  causes  him  to  sacrifice  time 
with  friends  and  family. 

“There’s  no  glory  in  it,”  he 
says.  “But  you  do  it  because  it’s  a 
great  feeling  at  the  end  [when]  you 
feel  you’ve  really  accomplished 
something." 

With  Weiner  approaching  60 
years  old,  he  says  he  would  like  to 
continue  running  triathlons  for  as 
long  as  he  can. 

"It's  a very  healthy  lifestyle,  it’s 
beyond  fitness,”  says  Weiner.  “I 
think  the  main  reason  people  stop 
is  because  of  injury  or  ill  health.  I 
don't  plan  to  stop  unless  those  two 
things  happen.” 


Mew  Year! 


from 


fitness  DEPOT 

^ FITNESS  EQUIPMENT  • HOT  TUBS  • PATK)  FURNITURE 


www.fltnessdepotottawa.com 

255  Kanata  Ave.  KANATA  (613)  591-8988 
499  Industrial  Ave.  FLAGSHIP  (613)  247-8888 
120  Riocan  Ave.  BARRHAVEN  (613)  825-9788 

Monday  - Friday;  9 am  - 9 pm,  Saturday:  10  am  - 6 pm,  Sunday;  Noon  - 5 pm 


PRECOR 

9.27  treadmill  9.23  treadmill 

*1,888  *1,688 
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Lowy  Collection  of  rare  Hebra'ica,  Judai'ca  inspires  visitors 


By  Lisa  Shapiro 

It  may  be  one  of  Ottawa’s 
most  closely  held  secrets. 
This  year  is  the  30th 
anniversary  of  the  Jacob  M. 
Lowy  Collection  of  some 
3,000  rare  Hebraic  and  Juda- 
ic books  and  manuscripts 
held  in  the  serene,  pristine, 
climate-controlled  embrace 
of  Library  and  Archives 
Canada. 

Researchers,  students, 
artists,  tourists,  the  merely 
curious,  Jewish  and  not  Jew- 
ish - there  is  a feeling  of  awe 
in  seeing  the  volumes  of 
vision  and-  hope,  faith  and 
determination.  One  dates 
back  to  1470,  a mere  few 
decades  after  Johannes 


Gutenberg’s  invention  of  the 
movable-type  printing  press. 

Curator  Cheryl  Jaffee  says 
the  collection  is  important  to 
all  Canadians,  regardless  of 
background.  Our  common 
connection  is  the  Bible,  the 
religious  and  literary  centre 
of  our  shared  heritage. 

Among  the  highlights  of 
the  collection  are  the  bibles, 
150  editions  in  Hebrew, 
Greek,  Latin,  English,  Ger- 
man, Yiddish,  Polish,  Span- 
ish and  other  languages. 

In  addition  to  the  Talmuds, 
commentaries,  Haggadahs 
and  other  philosophical  and 
liturgical  books,  the  collec- 
tion contains  mathematical 
and  scientific  writings,  not  to 


mention  works  on  history, 
geography,  travel,  philology, 
poetry  and  belles-lettres. 

Jaffee  points  out  that 
many  of  the  books  in  the  col- 
lection survived  the  Holo- 
caust. In  its  entirety,  the  col- 
lection is  a monument  to  the 
survival  of  Jewish  civiliza- 
tion. As  such,  Jaffee  believes 
these  books  are  part  of  the 
story  of  our  history  and  have 
an  extraordinary  hold  on  the 
imagination  of  Jew  and  non- 
Jew  alike. 

In  this  age  of  reproduc- 
tions, of  virtual  reality,  Jaffee 
exudes  fascination  and 
respect  for  these  originals 
which  “hold  the  soul  of  a 
people.”  Some  have  notations 
with  birth,  marriage  and 
yahrzeit  dates;  some  have 
fringes  of  tallesim  wedged 
into  comers;  some,  in  their 
damage,  intimate  the  danger 
that  their  owners  faced. 

In  the  community,  we  hear 
from  time  to  time  about 
events  of  hundreds,  even 
thousands  of  years  ago.  Here, 
facing  these  books,  the  sense 
of  time  becomes  more 
concrete. 


HANDYMAN 


PETER  ENTERPRISE 

Small  repairs  or  home  renovation. 
General  carpentry,  plumbing, 
painting  inside  and  out. 
Excellent  references  and  Bonded. 
Call:  613-797-9905  (cell) 
613-249-8445 


More  than  50  years  of  linking  children  to 
Thousands  of  years  of  Jewish  Culture 


Join  us  at  the 

Ottawa  Modern  Jewish  School 


Our  School  is  a contemporary,  non-affiliated  Jewish  school  that 
provides  a stimulating,  enjoyable  and  quality  Jewish  education 
for  your  children.  We  offer  a Sunday  program. 

We  value  inclusiveness  and  diversity. 

31  Nadolny  Sachs  Private 

Call  722-6657  or  visit  our  website:  WWW.omjs.ca 


Beginning  of  Had  Gadya:  Lowy  Haggadah  Manuscript, 
copied  and  illustrated  in  Altona,  Germany  in  1763. 

(Photo:  Jacob  M.  Lowy  Collection,  Library  and  Archives  Canada) 


Among  those  who  have 
found  inspiration  in  the  col- 
lection are  a number  of 
artists,  some  of  whom  have 
absolutely  no  knowledge  of 
Hebrew  or  the  Jewish  reli- 
gion. Yet  they  find  the 
artistry,  the  graphics,  the  lay- 
outs of  the  books  can  provide 
them  with  an  impetus  for 


their  own  creativity. 

Before  the  acquisition  of 
the  collection  in  1977,  there 
were  significantly  fewer  rare 
Hebraic  texts  in  Canadian 
institutions,  and  fewer 
Hebrew  incunabula,  that  is, 
books  printed  before  1500. 

The  oldest  Jewish  Canadi- 
an book  in  the  collection  was 


printed  in  Montreal  in  1854. 
It  is  A Jewish  Calendar  for 
50  Years,  compiled  by  Rabbis 
Jacques  J.  Lyons  of  New  York 
and  Abraham  De  Sola  of 
Montreal. 

Mr.  Lowy,  born  in  Barde- 
jov,  Slovakia  in  1908,  was  a 
real  estate  developer,  commu- 
nity leader,  ardent  book-lover 
and  collector  and  philan- 
thropist. He  donated  the  bulk 
of  his  collection  in  1977  to 
thank  Canada  for  the  warm 
hospitality  it  extended  to  him 
after  his  arrival  in  Montreal 
in  1 95 1 . He  continued  to  con- 
tribute to  the  collection  until 
his  death  in  1990  at  age  82. 

His  wife,  Clara  Lowy, 
donated  the  last  books  from 
the  family  collection  this  past 
spring. 

While  the  Lowy  collec- 
tion is  open  to  the  public,  it  is 
best  to  make  an  appointment 
in  advance.  Contact  Cheryl 
Jaffee,  Curator.  Jacob  M. 
Lowy  Collection,  Library 
and  Archives*  Canada,  613- 
995-7960.  e-mail:  cheryl. 
jaffee@lac-bac.gc.  ca. 

For  information  on  the  col- 
lection and  access  to  the 
online  catalogue  Incunabula, 
Hebraica  and  Judaica  go  to 
www.collectionscanada.ca/ 
6/26/s26-400-e.html. 


Ottawa  celebrates  30th  anniversary 
of  Jacob  M.  Lowy  Collection 
and  Jewish  Studies  Programs 


The  30th  anniversary  of  Library  and 
Archives  Canada's  Jacob  M.  Lowy  Collection 
of  rare  Hebraic  and  Judaic  books  and  manu- 
scripts will  be  celebrated  in  style  with  two 
events. 

Presentation  on  Hebrew  manuscripts 

On  Wednesday,  October  24,  Dr.  Emile 
Schrijver,  curator  of  the  Bibliotheca  Rosen- 
thaliana  at  Amsterdam  University  in  the 
Netherlands,  will  give  a free  presentation  on 
the  beauty  of  illustrated  Hebrew  manuscripts 
of  the  1 8th  century. 

Dr.  Schrijver  will  highlight  the  Lowy  Col- 
lection’s own  Haggadah  manuscript,  a colour- 
ful and  intriguing  creation  from  mid- 18th 
century  Germany. 

The  presentation  will  be  at  7:30  pm  in  the 
Library  Auditorium,  395  Wellington  Street. 

Discussions  to  celebrate 
Jewish  studies  in  Ottawa 

On  Wednesday,  October  24  and  Thursday, 
October  25,  in  celebration  of  both  the  new 
Jewish  studies  programs  in  Ottawa  and  the 
Lowy  Collection’s  30th  anniversary,  29  schol- 
ars from  Canada,  the  US  and  Israel  will  pre- 


sent papers  on  diverse  Jewish  topics  at  the 
colloquium,  A Celebration  of  Jewish  Studies 
in  Ottawa. 

Presenters  will  discuss  Jewish  society,  cul- 
ture and  politics,  classic  and  modern  Jewish 
thought,  Jewish  literature,  art  and  popular 
culture,  gender  and  anti-Semitism,  as  well  as 
Jewish  journalism,  education  and  communi- 
ty-building. 

The  free  event  will  be  primarily  in  Eng- 
lish, with  some  presentations  in  French. 
Location  is  Library  and  Archives  Canada, 
395  Wellington  Street,  rooms  154  and  156, 
starting  at  8:30  am  on  October  24  and  9:00 
am  on  October  25. 

The  colloquium  is  co-sponsored  by 
Library  and  Archives  Canada,  the  Canadian 
Society  for  Jewish  Studies,  Carleton  Univer- 
sity’s Max  and  Tessie  Zelikovitz  Centre  for 
Jewish  Studies  and  the  University  of  Ottawa’s 
Vered  Jewish  Canadian  Studies  Program. 

Both  in  number  of  speakers  and  breadth  of 
scope,  the  colloquium  is  a significant  mile- 
stone in  the  history  of  Jewish  studies  in  Cana- 
da and,  it  is  hoped,  the  first  of  many  such  con- 
ferences in  Canada. 
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: $20  a t the  door/S  10  Mudenu  or  birthright  Israel  alumni 
cis  go  to  Sderot,  Israel  through  Natal  and  Magen  David  Adorn 


To  register  vour  attendance  or 
for  more  information  please  contact 
Brandon  Marlon  at  61 3-737-5006  or 
footprints.specialesent@gmaiI.com 


Sponsors 


The 

David 

Project 


Beneficiaries 


AMERICAN  FRIENDS  OF 

magen  David  adom 

ARMOI 


www.birthrightisrael.org 


davidproject.org 


www.afmda.org 


www.natal.org.ii 
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SOLOWAY  JCC 


inspiring  jewish  journeys 
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< SOLOWAY  JCC 
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TWO  LECTURES  BY 

RABBI  ARTHUR 
WASKOW 

SUNDAY,  SEPT  30 

BETWEEN  THE  GENERATIONS: 

A COVENANT  TO  HEAL  THE 
EARTH  FROM  GLOBAL  SCORCHING 
TEMPLE  ISRAEL  - 3:00  PM 
1301  Prince  of  Wales  Drive 

THE  TENT  OF  ABRAHAM: 

MAKING  PEACEFUL  CONNECTION 
AMONG  JEWS,  CHRISTIANS,  & MUSLIMS 
SOLOWAY  JCC  -7:30  PM 
21  Nadolny  Sachs  Private 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION,  PLEASE  CONTACT  MAXINE  MISKA 
AT  (613)  798-9818  EXT.  263  OR  MMISKA@JCCOTTAWA.COM 


DO  YOU  KNOW  ANY  JEWISH  BABIES 

BORN  IN  THE  LAST  YEAR? 
DO  YOU  KNOW  SOMEONE  WHO  IS  EXPECTING  SOON? 


Whether  this  is  their  first  baby  or  the  parents  have  experienced  this 
wonderful  joy  before,  Shalom  Baby  would  like  to  send  them  our 
FREE  welcome  gift  basket.  It  includes  valuable  information.  Jewish 
community  resources,  additional  resources  and  support  in  Ottawa, 
Shalom  Baby  program  calendar,  and  free  gifts  for  parent  and  baby. 
Shalom  Baby  is  the  Soloway  Jewish  Community  Centre's  (SJCC)  newest 
Initiative  to  welcome  the  little  one  to  the  Jewish  Community  and 
provide  a useful  resource  guide. 

In  addition  to  the  welcome  basket;  Shalom  Baby  offers  exciting  and  informa- 
tive monthly  programming  for  parents  and  babies. 

PLEASE  EMAIL  OR  CALL  US  WITH  A POTENTIAL  PARENT'S  NAME  AND  WE 
WILL  BE  DELIGHTED  TO  INTRODUCE  THE  PROGRAM  TO  THEM. 

JOIN  US  FOR  OUR  SHALOM  BABY  PROGRAM 
LAUNCH  ON  OCTOBER  26,  20071 


X= 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CONTACT  PENNI  NAMER  AT 
613-798-9818  EXT.  243  OR  PNAMER®JCCOTT AWA.COM 


J 


MARKETING  DIRECTOR 


The  individual  in  this  position  ( under  the  supervision  of  the 

President/COO)  will  create,  develop  and  implement  all  marketing 

initiatives  for  the  Soloway  Jewish  Community  Centre  (SJCC). 

PRINCIPLE  RESPONSIBILITIES: 

• Develop,  implement  and  coordinate  all  marketing  strategies; 

• Serve  as  the  primary  resource  and  support  for  marketing  and 
promotional  activities  for  the  SJCC; 

• Develop  all  SJCC’s  public  relation  materials,  including  but  not  limited 
to  program  guides,  brochures,  flyers,  press  releases; 

• Create  and  implement  marketing  and  communications  plan  to  increase 
and  maximize  exposure  of  the  SJCC ; 

•Consult  with  Department  Directors  in  the  development  and  planning 
of  their  department's  public  relations  strategy; 

• Write,  edit,  produce  and  coordinate  distribution  of  all  public  relations 
materials; 

• Develop  and  maintain  a media  archive  of  photographs  and  clips. 

MINIMUM  QUALIFICATIONS: 

• Minimum  5 years  of  marketing  experience; 

• Advanced  graphic  computer  skills; 

• 3 years  of  management  experience,  including  knowledge  of  strategic 
planning,  budget  management,  management  team  dynamics, 
communication  and  negotiation; 

• The  incumbent  must  demonstrate  a sound  knowledge  of  marketing 
concepts  and  techniques. 

Please  forward  a cover  letter  and  r£sum6 
including  salary  expectations  to: 

Anita  Bloom,  President/COO, 
by  fax  (613)  798-9839  or 
by  e-mail  to  Abloom@iccottawa.com 

Deadline:  October  I,  2007 


VERED  ISRAEL  CULTURAL  AND  EDUCATIONAL  PROGRAM 


DR.  HENRI  HABIB 

PROFESSOR  EMERITUS  IN  POLITICAL  SCIENCE  AT  CONCORDIA  UNIVERSITY 

DYNAMICS  OF  SAUDI  POLITICS  AND  THE  FUTURE 
OF  SAUDI  ARABIA  AND  THE  MIDDLE  EAST. 

Middle  East  expert  and  Professor  Emeritus  in  the  department  of 
Political  Science  at  Concordia  University  Dr.  Henri  Habib  returns  to 
the  Soloway  JCC  for  three  interesting  and  insightful  lectures 

Wednesday,  October  17  • Monday,  October  22  • 
Monday,  October  29  • 7:30  PM  • Soloway  JCC 

Scrips  Lectures:  S15M  / S18NM  Individual  Lectures:  $7M  / $9NM 
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r NEW  AT  THE  SOLO  WAY  JCC 

NORDIC  WALKING 

A great  low  impact  workout  using  Nordic  Walking  Foies  to  increase  caloric 
expenditure  and  improve  upper  bodystrength  with  reduced  impact  on  your 
hips,  knees  and  ankles.  Mondays  • 7:00  pm  - 8:00  pm  & 

Tuesdays  • 9:15  am  - 10:15  am 

PLYOMETRIC  SPORTS  CONDITIONING 

Improve  muscle  endurance,  balance,  leg  power,  vertical  jump  and  coordina- 
tion to  become  a better  overall  athlete  with  this  energizing  new  class  for  teens, 
young  men  and  women  looking  to  improve  their  conditioning  for  any  sport. 
Sunday  • 1:30  pm  - 2:30  pm  8c  Mondays  • 8:00  pm  - 9:00  pm 

YOGILATES 

This  highly  effective  workout  combines  the  best  of  yoga  with  the  best  of 
Pilates  and  leaves  you  leaner,  more  flexible  and  feeling  great. 

Thursday  • 9:30  am  - 10:30  am 


VITALITY  PLUS 

Share  the  life  enhancing  benefits  of  regular  exercise  and  have  fun  with  this 
low  impact  class  that  combines  cardiovascular  exercises,  muscle  toning  and 

stretching.  Monday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday  8c  Thursday  • 10:20  am  - 11:20  am 

FUNCTIONAL  FITNESS 

Designed  for  those  with  arthritis  or  osteoporosis,  these  low  impact  classes 
increase  strength  and  cardiovascular  fitness.  Participants  are  welcome  to 
remain  seated  or  use  a chair  for  assistance. 

Tuesdays  8c  Thursdays  1 1:25  am  - 12:10  pm 

VITALITY  SPIN 

Fridays  • 1 1:25  am  - 12:10  pm 


SEE  OUR  WEBSITE  FOR  MORE  DETAILS  AND  FOR 
OUR  NEW  AND  IMPROVED  AEROBIC,  SPINFIT 
AND  AQUAFIT  SCHEDULES! 


SPINNING  AND  BACK  PROBLEMS???  IT  WORKS  FOR  ME... 


I always  tried  to  work  out  on  a regular  basis  but  after  2 back  surgeries  and  living  with  3 herniated  discs  it  was  always  a struggle  to  find  some  form  of  exercise 

that  didn’t  leave  me  reeling  in  pain  soon  after I used  to  watch  the  girls  coming  out  of  spinning  looking  so  "worked  out”....After  making  it  my  mission  to  get 

back  into  shape  and  do  more  rigorous  exercises...l  decided  to  try  spinning...."very  courageous"  were  the  exact  words  of  my  physiotherapist....!  figured  after  1 
try  I would  have  to  give  that  up  too...Surprise! 

Not  only  did  I make  it  through  with  careful  guidance  from  Carla  GencherJ  actually  felt  better?  I was  stunned....l  don't  know  the  exact  physiological  effects  it 
has  on  me  but  it  is  fabulous...!  went  back  and  each  time  I push  myself  a little  harder...the  class  goes  at  a great  pace  and  you  can  really  feel  yourself  getting 
into  a zone... 

One  morning  I woke  up  In  terrible  pain  ..the  hunched  over  look...those  of  you  who  suffer  from  back  pain  know  what  I am  talking  about....my  husband  said  "you 
aren't  going  spinning  are  you?  " I was  determined  because  I just  knew  that  it  would  help...l  went  and  amazingly  ..the  back  pain  went  away...You  know  your  own 
body  and  whatever  the  spinning  does  it  is  having  a very  positive  effect  on  previous  ailments.... I have  been  going  twice  a week  and  each  time  I find  myself 
pushing  it  harder  and  harder...l  love  Carla's  classes  and  I highly  recommend  to  anyone  who  thinks  they  are  limited  due  to  some  sort  of  back  or  knee  problem 
..try  it...it  may  be  the  best  medicine  you  could  take... 

Sincerely,  Penny  Torontow 


Has  an  emergency  plan  that 
is  documented  and  known  to 
all  leaders,  including  current 
CPR  certification,  phone 
accessto  EMS  and 
presence  of  an  Automatic 
External  Defibrillator. 

Provides  health  screening 
for  all  participants. 

Accepts  participants  with 
a known  history  of  cardiac 
disease  - provided  they 
have  physician  approval. 

Allows  participants  to  exercise 
at  low  intensity,  and  has 
progressive  options  to  increase 
intensity  if  appropriate. 


In* 


urporatos  and  encourages 
warm  up.  cool  down  and 
self-monitoring  with  all 


Encourages  regular, 
dany  aerobic  exerc  se 


SOLOWAY  JCC. 

-mwtmmm.  < , 


FALL  ‘07  ADULT  PROGRAMS 


ART 

Contemporary  Jewish  Art  and  Artists 
New!  Watercolor:  Basics  and  Explorations 
Drawing  for  Beginners 
New!  Day  Long  Stained  Glass  Workshop 

CRAFTS 

Tallit  Weaving 

New!  Hardangcr  Challah  Cover 
New!  Funky  Knit  socks 
New!  Traditional  Rug  Hooking 

MUSIC 

Shira  Ottawa  Choir 
Introduction  to  Piano/Keyboard 
Drumming  -Traditional  Rhythms  of  Africa 
And  the  Caribbean 

Music  of  Israel  - From  Pre-State  to  Present 


DANCE 

Red  Hot  Ballroom 
Swing  Dance 
Social  Line  Dance 
Israeli  Folk  Dance 

SPECIAL  INTEREST 

Basic  Digital  Photography 
Digital  Photography  2 
What’s  Cooking  with  Ricki? 

Mah  Jongg  Anyone? 

Hot  Topic  Current  Affairs. 

Deliberate  Dialogue  - Conflict  Resolution 
The  Good  Life  - Living  with  Jewish  Virtues 
Die  Folkshpieler  Theatre  Troupe. 


LANGUAGE 

Conversational  Hebrew  for  Beginners 
Ulpan  - Advanced  Intensive  Hebrew 
Ot  Azov!  Beginner  Joys  of  Yiddish 
Ot  Azoy!  Advanced  Beginner  Joys  of 
Yiddish 

Yiddish  - Intermediate 
Spanish  Level  I 
Spanish  - Advanced 

LOVE  TO  SING?  ON  THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  6,M  at  7:00  PM, 
Shira  Ottawa  choir  invites  you  to  sing  with  them  for  this 
special  trial  evening.  All  are  welcome. 


For  times,  dates  and  locations 
of  the  above  programs  please 
contact  Roslyn  Wollock, 
Adult  Program  Manager, 
at  798-9818  ext.  254 
or  r wollock. o'1  iv-cottawa.com 


LUV 


i 
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APPLE  PICKING  AT  CANAMORE  APPLE  ORCHARDS 

Autumn  means  Apples  • Apples  and  honey,  apples  for 
the  teachers,  and  the  apple  harvest  in  the  countryside. 
Spend  a beautiful  fall  day  picking  apples  with  your  family. 
Your  children  will  have  fun  playing  in  the  orchard  while 
they  learn  about  the  harvest. 

Sunday  September  23, 1:30  pm  - 3:30  pm. 

The  bus  leaves  the  Soloway  JCC  at  12:45  sharp 
$5.00  per  person. 


GIRLS/LADIES  ONLY  ISRAELI  FOLKDANCING 

Spend  time  bonding  with  your  daughter,  sisters  or  friends  while 
learning  the  classics  and  some  new  Israeli  dances.  Have  fun, 
socialize  and  get  great  exercise!  No  experience  required. 

October  10  - March  26,  Wednesdays  7:30  pm  - 9:00  pm 

Machzikei  Hadas  Synagogue,  2310  Virginia  Drive 


SUKKAH  HOP  (Co-sponsored  with  JET] 


What's  better  than  visiting  one  Sukkah?'Visiting  two  or 
three!  Hop  on  the  bus  and  experience  different  sukkot  each 
with  a special  activity  and  treat.  The  Sukkah  Hop  is  a great 
way  to  celebrate  the  holiday  with  your  family  and  friends. 


Sunday  September  30,  10:30  am  - 12:30  pm 

$5.00  per  child.  Children  must  be  accompanied  t 
there  is  no  charge  for  adults. 


( an  adult, 


For  more  information  please  contact  Gail  Lieff  at  613-798-9818  ext.  303  or  glieff@jccottawa.com 


THE  FLORENCE  MELTON 
ADULT  MINI-SCHOOL 


MAXINE  MISKA  • 613-798-9818  EXT.  263  • MMISKA@JCCOTTAWA.COM 


If  you  are  50  years  or  older,  become  a Soloway 
JCC  Shalom  Member  for  $200  and  you  receive: 

• Member  pricing  on  the  Melton  School 

(a  savings  of  $75)  and  other  cultural  programs 

• Use  of  the  Greenberg 

Families  Library  (annual  membership  $36) 

• AJA  50+  membership  ($30) 

• $75  tax  receipt 


WHAT  IS  THE  FLORENCE  MELTON  SCHOOL? 

hnm^xpnmpntlTf fhUl!  MinihSch°o1  of  °ttawa  ia  Part  of  an  international  network  of  schools  that  seek  to  inspire,  enlighten  and  challenge  adult  learners 
iinitla  L f9?  the  Jewish  community  to  study  Judaism  seriously  and  comprehensively.  There  are  over  60  schools  in  the  United  States  Canada  the 
United  Kingdom  and  Australia  with  over  15,000  adult  student  graduates  worldwide. 

ThPM°,jJECcTK°F,THE  HEBREW  UNIVERSITY  OF  JERUSALEM  PROVIDING  A UNIVERSITY-CALIBER,  TEXT-BASED  CURRICULUM 

SeDtembeMhCrounh°  | erS  a,dul' learners  a sehous  two-year  program  of  study.  During  each  of  the  two  years  classes  meet  once  a week  for  30  weeks  from 
nrfrt^nr  himpw9h|,Jr  / ,h  se(ss'ontcons'sts  of  tw°-  one-hour  lessons  with  a break  for  coffee  and  informal  discussion.  There  are  no  prerequisites  exams 
g es  or  homework.  Graduates  of  the  two-year  program  receive  a Certificate  in  Jewish  Studies  from  the  Hebrew  University  of  Jerusalem. 

jlrusa^m'The^ courae^  bV  re"owned  educators  The  Melton  Centre  for  Jewish  Education  at  The  Hebrew  University  of 

in  history  and  contemporary  ethical  "sues  re3SOnS  Under'Ving  JeWiSh  h°'idays  and  practices'  central  belie,s  a"d  c°"cepts,  important  moments 


THE  MELTON  CURRICULUM 

FIRST  YEAR 

Purposes  of  Jewish  Living 

Explore  the  meaning  and  purpose  of  life  from  a 
Jewish  perspective.  We  present  essential  Jewish 
theological  concepts  as  they  unfold  in  the  Bible, 
the  Talmud  and  other  sacred  texts. 

Rhythms  of  Jewish  Living 

Analyze  the  significant  events  of  the  Jewish 
calendar  and  the  rites  of  passage  of  the  Jewish 
life  cycle.  Explore  the  symbols,  practices  and 
rituals  that  define  Jewish  life. 


SECOND  YEAR 
Dramas  of  Jewish  Living 

Seminal  events  in  Jewish  history  from  biblical 
to  modern  are  illuminated  through  the  study  of 
texts  from  each  era. 

Ethics  of  Jewish  Living 

Jewish  texts,  ancient  and  modern,  provide  the 
basis  for  ethical  decisions  concerning  modern 
issues  such  as  organ  donation,  euthanasia, 
sexuality  and  community. 


NEW  LOCATIONS 

Wednesday.  7:15  - 9:30  pm  • Oct.  10  - June  4 • 
Agudath  Israel  Congregation 

Thursday,  9:30  - 11:45  am  • Oct.  11  - June  5 • 
Temple  Israel. 

Faculty  includes  Rabbi  Steven  Garten  and 
Rabbi  Charles  Popky. 


Itho  lloroocn  melton  | 
adult  mini-school  L 
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SOLOWAY  JCC 


get  inspired 


BECOME 

A MEMBER  IN 
SEPTEMBER 


PROMOTION  VALID  UNTIL  SEPTEMBER  30.  J007  • FOR  NEW  MEMBERS  ONLY  (NOT  A MEMBER  FOR  THE  PAST  6 MONTHS! 


NEW! 


SALT  WATER 
INDOOR  SWIMMING 
POOL 


SAVE  THE  GST. 
RECEIVE  YOUR  PERSONAL  START  UP  KIT. 
GIVE  9 GUEST  PASSES  TO  YOUR  BEST  FRIEND 

(VALUE  OF  $90). 
3 ONE  HOUR  PERSONAL  TRAINING  SESSIONS  FOR  $99 

(REGULAR  PRICE  $135). 
FREE  ORIENTATION  SESSION  WITH  A FITNESS  PROFESSIONAL. 


• weight  training  centre  • more  than  30  fitness  and  aqua  fitness  classes  (aquawaves,  after  work 
energizer,  powerpump.  fast  fit.  ab-solutely.  hi/lo.  cardiomix,  bodycamp,  cardiopump.  kidfit.  rock 
bottom,  low'n'core.  cardiokickboxing.  bodyblast.  and  much  more) 
• indoor  and  outdoor  swimming  pools  • 
basketball,  squash  and  racquetball  courts  • steam  room  • sauna  • whirlpool  • pick-up 
basketball  • squash  ladders  • 50*  classes  ♦ weight  training  • Cultural  programs  • 
Free  membership  appreciation  events  • Free  access  to  more  than  250  JCCs  across  North  America 


FROM  WED.  SEPT  5 TO  SUN.  SEPT  9 

as  our  guest  you  are  invited  to  spend  the  week  at  the  Soloway  JCC 
enjoying  all  the  benefits  of  membership 


WEDNESDAY  SEPT.  5 

9:30  • 10:30  AM  • HATHA  YOGA 
12:15  - 1:00  PM  • SPINFlT 
4:15  - 5:00  PM  • HIP  HOP  (GR.  14) 
5:30  PM  • YOGA  FOR  KIDS  (GR.  3-6) 
5:30  6:30  PM  • CARDlODANCE 
7:30  PM  • "HATS  OF  JERUSALEM- 
DOCUMENTARY  FILM 


THURSDAY  SEPT.  6 

9:15  - 10:15  AM  • 80DYCAMP 
10:20  • 1130  AM  • VITALITY  PLUS 
11:25  - 12.10  PM  • FUNCTIONAL  FITNESS 
4:15  - 5.15  PM  • STAR  STRUCK  (GR.  2*6) 
4:30  5:30  PM  • INT.  FOLK  DANCE  <GR.  3-6) 
6.-00  • 7:00  PM  • STRENGTHBALL 
7:30  PM  * FLORENCE  MELTON  AOULT  MINI 
SCHOOL  INFORMATION  NIGHT 


FRIDAY  SEPT.  7 

10:30  - 11:15  AM  • VITALITY  SPIN 
12:15  - 1:00  PM  • POWERPUMP 


SUNDAY  SEPT.9 

915  • 1015  AM  • HI/LO 
10-30  - 1130  AM  • STORYTIME  (JK-GR.I) 
1030  1130  AM  • POWERPUMP 
11.00  ■ 1200  PM  • NUTRITIONAL  LECTURE 

Til  a 1*1  - r*i 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT  JESSICA  LAMARCHE  AT  613  798*9818  EXT.  233 

21  NADOLNY  SACHS  PRIVATE  ONE  BLOCK  SOUTH  OF  CARLING  AND  BROADVIEW 

FREE  TOURS  • NO  INITIATION  FEES  • CORPORATE  RATES  AVAILABLE!  • VISIT  OUR  WEBSITE  AT  WWW.JCCOTTAWA.COM 
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Hillel  alumni  association  goal  to  create  sense  of  family 


By  Jason  Sherriff 

It  is  a question  Hillel 
Academy  educators  have 
been  contemplating  for 
roughly  three  years. 

How  does  a community 
keep  in  contact  with  its 
graduates? 

Sara  Breiner,  vice-presi- 


dent of  Judaic  studies 
believes  the  Hillel  Acade- 
my Alumni  Association 
may  be  the  solution. 

The  association  was 
launched  at  an  event  held 
May  6 at  the  school,  which 
brought  together  as  many 
alumni  as  possible  to  help 


celebrate  the  60th  anniver- 
sary of  Hillel  Academy. 

“The  friendships  that 
you  form  early  on  in  your 
years  are  the  friendships 
that  you  keep.  They’re  the 
strongest  bonds,"  she  says. 
“We  want  these  children  to 
always  think  fondly  of  Hil- 


lel, think  fondly  of  the 
community  they  grew  up  in 
and  to  have  that  strong  rela- 
tionship with  it.” 

Former  president  of  the 
Hillel  Academy  Board 
Jacquie  Levy  notes  there 
are  several  benefits  to  hav- 
ing an  alumni  association. 

“The  mandate  of  Hillel 
is  not  just  Jewish  education 
while  the  kids  are  there;  we 
want  it  to  be  the  hub  of  the 
community.” 

The  association  will 
help  strengthen  the  Jewish 
community,  she  believes, 
by  creating  a network  and  a 
sense  of  family  among 'the 
graduates. 

The  alumni  association 
also  allows  current  Hillel 
students  to  see  how  suc- 
cessful its  graduates  can  be. 
One  of  Hillel's  graduates, 
Jory  Steinberg,  was  a con- 
testant on  American  Idol 
earlier  this  year,  and  Hillel 
students  created  a fan 
group  to  cheer  her  on. 

“They  don’t  know  this 
person,  but  it  didn’t  matter. 
The  fact  that  she  was  a Hil- 
lel graduate  was  enough  for 


them,”  says  Levy.  “And 
that’s  the  kind  of  spirit 
we’re  trying  to  create.  We 
are  here  together,  we’re 
family.” 

Hillel  Development  Co- 
ordinator Helen  Bobat  is 
setting  up  a website,  creat- 
ing a Facebook  account  to 
appeal  to  younger  members 
of  the  community  and  plan- 
ning events  for  the  associa- 
tion, which  will  include 
alumni  from  across  the 
world. 

“We  want  to  create  a 
social  atmosphere  for 
them,”  she  says,  “and 
maybe  even  down  the  road 
encouraging  a mentorship 
program,  where  older 
alumni  can  mentor  current 
students  in  the  school.” 

Levy  says  the  school  is 
always  searching  for  more 
volunteers,  since  the  alum- 
ni association  requires  a lot 
of  work  and  time. 

“Like  most  things  at  Hil- 
lel, [the  alumni  association] 
relies  on  volunteers,  and 
volunteers  have  another 
life." 

With  upcoming  social 


events  designed  to  cater  to 
specific  age  groups,  Levy 
says  the  volunteers  have 
“golden  intentions,”  but 
apologize  in  advance  for 
any  mistakes  they  may 
make  along  the  way. 

“Be  patient  as  we  con- 
struct [the  alumni  associa- 
tion],” she  says,  “since  this 
is  not  some  big  company 
here  putting  this  together. 

“People  should  come 
forward,  bring  their  ideas. 
They'd  be  welcomed.  Don't 
wait  for  an  invitation.  We 
are  here,  wanting  you  to 
come  in. 

“Please  reach  out  to  us 
and  you’ll  find  welcoming 
arms.  We  always  say,  ‘once 
a member  of  the  Hillel  fam- 
ily, always  a member  of  the 
Hillel  family.’” 

See  page  40 
for  details 
on  how  to 
subscribe 
to  the  OJB. 
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Located 
between  the 
Rldeau  canal 
and  trendy 
Elgin  street. 
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Cartier  Place 


HOTEL 


“One  of  the  Best  Buys  in  Town’ 


- The  Sunday  New  York  Times 

Downtown  Ottawa 
180  Cooper  Street 
Phone:  (613)  236-5000 
Fax:  (613)  238-3842 

For  Reservations 

1 -800-236-8399 


250  Luxurious  Studio,  One  and  Two  Bedroom 
Suites,  V.I.P.  Suites  with  Ensuite  Jacuzzi,  Deluxe 
Banquet  Facilities,  Indoor  Pool,  Whirlpool,  Sauna, 
Exercise  and  Games  Room.  Garden  Patio  and 
Playground  with  Shuffleboard. 


SPECIAL  BANQUET  PACKAGES 
KOSHER  CATERING  AVAILABLE 


Warmest  New  Year  Wishes  from  the 

Z Ottawa 
" Reconstructionist 
Havurah 


Friendly,  egalitarian  services  with  extensive 
participation  by  congregants 

Warm,  intimate  atmosphere 

Services  led  by  our  members  and  visiting  clergy, 
including  dynamic  rabbinic  student  Darby  Leigh 

Shabbat  and  holiday  services  throughout  the  year 


Visiting  rabbinic  student. 
Darby  Leigh 


• Blending  tradition  with  contemporary  thinking 

• Programs  for  children  and  families 

• Monthly  educational/social  Bar/Bat  Mitzvah  group 

• Exciting  adult-education  workshops 

• Diverse,  welcoming  community 


To  arrange  your  participation,  please  contact  us  by  phone  at  613-239-4988  (please 
leave  a message)  or  by  e-mail  at  otlawahavurah@yahoo.cm.  Visit  us  at  www.orh.ca 
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Should  you  ‘ Google 9 your  date? 


The  temptation  is  strong.  You  just  landed  a date  with  a 
gorgeous  guy  and  are  eager  to  find  out  everything  you  can 
about  him.  You  do  a Google  search,  and  check  out  Face- 
book,  MySpace  or  similar  social  networking  sites  for  any 
personal  details. 

You  learn  he  attended  Cambridge  University,  worked  as 
a documentary  filmmaker,  once  shared  a flat  with  a 
Malaysian  woman  and  is  fond  of  poodles. 

You  feel  you  might  be  intruding,  but  rationalize:  the 
information  is  publicly  available,  it’s  easily  accessible, 
everyone  does  it  and  your  date  is  probably  “working  the 
web"  on  you  too. 

Moreover,  you’ve  learned  that  rummaging  around  in 
cyberspace  enables  you  to  better  prepare  for  your 
encounter.  For  instance,  you  can  now  read  up  on  British 
filmmaking  and  once  he  mentions  his  occupation  - la  da  - 
impress  him  with  your  ‘well-rounded’  knowledge.  Crafty? 
No  doubt. 

Excessive  Googling,  however,  can  also  harm  the  mystery 
and  romance  of  your  first  date.  And  if  some  of  the  infor- 
mation you  acquire  is  erroneous  (as  with  all  information  on 
the  Internet,  there  is  no  independent  authentication),  it  can 
affect  your  objectivity,  cause  you  to  form  an  incorrect 
impression  of  him  or  her  or  - worse  - lead  you  to  make  a 
wrong  decision  about  the  relationship. 

According  to  Rabbi  Dr.  Asher  Meir,  a leading  educator 


in  applied  Jewish  ethics,  it’s  permissible  to  do  a simple  web 
search  on  a private  individual’s  name  to  see  his  or  her  most 
prominent  activities;  however,  this  is  different  from  making 
a concerted  effort  to  uncover  all  available  public  informa- 
tion about  someone,  including  paying  fees  to  certain  ‘inves- 
tigative’ websites.  Doing  so,  he  argues,  would  be  an  inva- 
sion of  privacy,  not  to  mention  it  would  expose  your  eyes  to 
gossip.  There  may  be  details  that  an  individual  doesn’t  want 
others  to  know.  In  many  cases,  someone  (an  angry  ‘ex,’  for 
example)  could  have  submitted  defamatory  information. 

But,  you  may  argue,  what  about  protecting  yourself 
against  deceptive  and  manipulative  characters? 

It’s  true,  in  global  cyberdating,  people  may  correspond 
with  you,  write  affectionate  letters  and  eventually  ask  you 
for  money,  often  for  fabricated  reasons  (urgent  surgery,  to 
be  able  to  fly  to  you,  for  a VISA  application,  etc).  It’s 
important  to  verify  that  the  person  is  genuinely  interested  in 
you  and  doesn’t  have  ulterior  motives. 

I suggest,  if  you  are  considering  hiring  a private  eye,  or 
assuming  the  role  yourself,  you  probably  shouldn’t  be  dat- 
ing him  or  her  in  the  first  place.  If  the  relationship  becomes 
serious,  but  you  feel  something  isn't  quite  right,  you  may 
want  to  do  a criminal  record  check  or  find  out  things  such 
as  whether  there  were  any  previous  marriages,  children 
bom  out  of  wedlock  or  significant  personal  debts. 

When  you  seek  information  about  someone,  it  should  be 


Dating  101 


Jack  Botwlnik 


specific  and  for  a constructive  purpose.  Certainly,  if  you 
end  a relationship,  you  have  no  right  to  pry  into  his  or  her 
life.  Some  people  spend  hours  cyber-searching  the  latest 
information  about  old  loves,  in  effect  continuing  to  ’see 
them’  from  the  safety  of  their  lonely  abode. 

Also,  stay  away  from  tittle-tattle  sites  that  maintain 
extensive  databases  of  bad  dates  or  rank  men  and  women  on 
infidelity,  hygiene,  education,  abusive  behaviour,  commit- 
ment potential  and  even  sexual  performance. 

In  the  past,  guys  and  girls  would  ogle  one  another.  Today, 
they  Google  one  another.  A simple,  one-time  search  is 
harmless.  As  a prolonged,  self-indulgent  activity,  I would 
not  recommend  it. 

Jack  Botwinik  is  the  author  of  Chicken  Soup  with  Chop- 
sticks: A Jew’s  Struggle  for  Truth  in  an  Interfaith  Relation- 
ship. Comments  are  appreciated  and  can  be  sent  to  Jack  via 
his  Author  Page  at  www.PaperSpider.Net  (www.paper 
spider.net/authors/jack_botwinik.html). 


Parents,  children  and  rachmonos  theme  of  High  Holiday 


Let  not  kindness  and  truth  forsake  thee;  bind  them  about 
thy  neck,  write  them  upon  the  table  of  thy  heart.  (Proverbs  3:3, 
JPS  Tanach) 

A Yiddish  dictionary  interprets  [rachmonos]  as  ...  sympa- 
thy, empathy.  It  is  much  more,  though.  It  is  heartfelt  loving 
kindness  and  care  that  affects  your  soul  to  such  a point  that  it 
will  drive  you  to  action  to  help  the  other  person  you  are  feel- 
ing rachmonis  for. 

-from  Mad  About  Medicine  blog 

The  watchwords  of  the  High  Holidays  are  simple  to 
remember,  but  profound  in  their  significance:  Tfillah,  Tshu- 
vah,  Tzdakah-  prayer,  repentance  and  loving  kindness  (sym- 
bolized by  charity).  We  believe,  as  individuals  and  as  a com- 
munity that  the  “evil  decree,”  strict  justice,  retribution  for  our 
failings  and  misdeeds,  can  be  averted  by  changing  our  ways. 

This  concept  is  profound.  God  can  change  His  intended 
actions,  influenced  by  sincere  changes  in  human  behaviour. 
God  is  always  the  incorruptible  judge  (Dayan  emet).  But  rach- 
monos (El  rachamon  - the  Lord  of  mercy)  is  always  present 
and  this  potential  can  manifest  itself  at  any  time. 

Rachmonos  is  a thread  that  is  woven  throughout  the  Torah 
readings  and  Haftorah  of  the  High  Holiday  services.  In  the 
Rosh  Hashanah  readings,  rachmonos  with  regard  to  parents 
and  children  is  emphasized:  Sarah’s  petition  and  Isaac’s  birth, 
Hagar  and  Ishmael’s  miraculous  rescue,  Hannah’s  prayer 
which,  like  Sarah’s,  are  answered  with  the  birth  of  a son, 
Samuel.  The  most  heart  wrenching  example  is  when  Abraham 
takes  his  son,  Isaac,  to  the  very  brink  of  sacrifice. 

God  suddenly  intervenes,  and  through  the  instrument  of 
the  ram  caught  in  the  thicket,  reprieves  both  Abraham  and  his 
son  (our  ancestral  father  and  ourselves,  his  heirs)  from  this 
terrible  sentence. 

All  of  these  examples  underline  the  Torah’s  message:  God 
cares  about  individual  human  beings.  It  is  significant  that  a 
ram.  caught  in  the  thicket,  suddenly  appears  as  the  substitute 
sacrifice.  One  of  the  reasons  we  blow  the  shofar  (ram's  horn) 
throughout  the  Days  of  Awe  is  to  remind  us  that  just  as  Isaac’s 
life  depended  on  God’s  answer  to  Sarah’s  prayer  and  on  the 
mercy  God  showed  to  Abraham,  we  are  all  dependent  on 
Divine  rachmonos. 

The  rest  of  the  High  Holiday  readings  can  be  seen  as  elab- 


orations of  the  theme.  To  start  with  the  focus  on  parents  and 
children,  to  select  precisely  these  readings  to  launch  the  High 
Holidays,  is  psychologically  astute:  which  of  us  has  not  been 
concerned  with  hopes  and  fears  for  our  children,  grandchil- 
dren and  other  loved  ones? 

But  once  this  is  firmly  established,  driven  into  our  hearts  as 
well  as  our  minds,  the  readings  move  to  emphasizing  God’s 
mercy  for  collectivities:  communities,  Israel  throughout  the 
generations,  other  nations,  and  the  whole  of  God’s  creation. 

How  the  rachmonos  theme  moves  from  the  initial  message 
- that  this  is  directly  relevant  and  crucial  to  ourselves,  to  each 
of  us  as  individuals  and  as  members  of  a family  - to  the  broad- 
er message  of  universal  rachmonos,  as  the  corollary  of  Divine 
judgment  and  as  a model  for  human  aspirations,  is  the  subject 
of  the  upcoming  Yom  Kippur  column. 

Websites 

Sarah’s  obituary:  http://www.utoronto.ca/wjudaism/ 
contemporary/articles/sarah_in_our _prayers.  htm 


PETER  HUME 

COUNCILLOR 

ALTA  VISTA-CAKTf  AAUAV-WVf  AVieW 

110  Lauriir  Avcmuc  Wcst 

V 

Ottawa  ON  KIP  L)1 
PtTTR.HuMCeOrTAWA.CA 

WWW.RrTIRWUMI.CA 

The  Akedah  (based  on  the  tradition  of  R.  Nachman  of 
Braslav):  http://www.barmitzva.org/Earth/mount-I I.html 
Divine  mercy  to  Hagar  and  Ishmael  - Jewish  Encyclopedia 
(1908):  Ishmael  -http://wnw.jewishencyclopedia.com/ 
view. jsp?artid=2 7 7&  letter  =I&search  -Ishmael 
and  Hagar:  http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/view.jsp? 
artid=53&letter=H 

Chana  and  Samuel:  why  selected  for  Rosh  Hashanah 
Haftorah?  Two  aspects  of  change:  tshuvah  as  aspect  of 
change  in  the  process  of  prayer  elicits  rachmonos  (change  in 
what  appeared  to  be  an  ineluctable  decree  from  the 
A Imighty ):  http://www biu. ac.  il/JH/Parasha/eng/rosh/ 
coh.html 

Chana’s  prayer  as  a model  (Chabad):  http://www.chabad.org/ 
library/article,  asp  ?AID=89  738 


KELLER 

WILLIAMS 


SOLID  ROCK  RtALT^  INC 

1 Antares  Drive, 
Suite  110, 
Ottawa,  ON 
K2E  8C4 


Penny  Torontow  Glenn  Wolff 
Sales  Representatives 


To  at!  our  friends  and  clients 
wishing  you 

a Healthy  and  Happy  New  Year. 
Shana  Tova. 

Phone:  613-733-3434 
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New  Year  honey  desserts  for  non-honey  lovers 


Traditionally,  we  serve  foods  with  honey  on  Rosh 
Hashanah  (to  symbolize  our  wish  for  a sweet  year  to  come). 
I have  to  admit.  I have  never  really  developed  a taste  for 
honey.  I just  find  the  flavour  too  cloying.  So,  this  year.  I 
decided  to  find  some  way  of  using  honey  in  the  dessert 
without  it  being  the  predominant  flavour. 

When  I saw  Nigella  Lawson  (Food  Network)  bake  a 
honey  chocolate  cake.  I knew  it  would  be  perfect  for  Rosh 
Hashanah.  Honey  is  a wonderful  complement  for  chocolate 
because  neither  flavour  outshines  the  other.  They  work  in 
perfect  harmony. 


Lawson  decorated  the  cake  with  little  marzipan  bumble- 
bees, complete  with  painted  black  stripes  and  eyes  (using 
the  honey  glaze  as  paint)  and  slivered  almonds  for  the 
wings.  I can't  imagine  anyone  has  time  to  actually  create 
these  bumblebees,  but  if  you  are  really  keen,  you  can  find 
complete  instructions  at  www.foodnetwork.com  (type  in 
Honey  Bee  Cake  in  the  search  box).  The  cake  looked  really 
cute  with  the  bees! 

The  second  recipe  is  for  an  apple  tart,  which  uses  honey 
in  the  crust.  It’s  a nice  change  from  the  traditional  apple 
cake. 


Honey  Bee  Cake 


This  recipe  comes  from  the  Food  Network  show, 
Nigella  Feasts  with  chef  Nigella  Lawson. 

Cake 

4 ounces  semi-sweet  chocolate,  broken  into  pieces 

1 1/3  cups  soft  light  brown  sugar 

2 sticks  butter  or  pareve  margarine,  room  temperature 
1/2  cup  honey 

2 eggs,  room  temperature 

1 1/2  cups  all-purpose  flour  (set  aside  2 tablespoons 
of  this  flour  to  add  to  the  mixer  with  the  eggs) 

1 teaspoon  baking  soda 
1/2  teaspoon  salt 
I tablespoon  cocoa  powder 

1 cup  boiling  water 

Sticky  Honey  Glaze 
1/4  cup  water 
1/2  cup  honey 

6 ounces  semi-sweet  chocolate,  finely  chopped 
1/2  cup  plus  2 tablespoons  confectioners’  sugar 

Place  4 ounces  of  semi-sweet  chocolate  in  a 
microwave  safe  container  and  cook  on  medium  power  for 

2 minutes.  Stir  chocolate  and  if  not  completely  melted, 
cook  for  another  2 minutes  on  medium  power.  Set  aside 
too  cool  slightly. 

Preheat  oven  to  350  degrees  F and  butter  the  bottom 
and  sides  of  a 9-inch  springform  pan.  Line  the  bottom  of 
the  pan  with  a circle  of  parchment  paper.  Set  aside. 

Using  a handheld  or  stand  mixer,  beat  butter  and  sugar 


until  airy  and  creamy.  Add  honey  and  mix  to  incorporate. 
Add  1 of  the  eggs,  beating  it  in  with  a tablespoon  of  the 
flour,  and  then  the  other  egg  with  another  tablespoon  of 
the  flour.  Mix  in  the  melted  chocolate  and  then  the  rest  of 
the  flour,  baking  soda  and  salt.  Add  the  cocoa  powder, 
pushed  through  a fine  mesh  strainer,  to  ensure  you  have 
no  lumps.  Beat  in  boiling  water.  Mix  everything  well  to 
ensure  you  have  a smooth  batter.  Pour  into  prepared  tin. 

Bake  for  1 1/2  hours,  though  check  the  cake  after  45 
minutes  and,  if  it  is  getting  too  dark,  cover  the  top  lightly 
with  tinfoil  and  keep  checking  every  15  minutes.  It  is 
done  when  a wooden  skewer  inserted  into  centre  of  cake 
comes  out  clean.  Let  cake  cool  completely  in  springform 
pan  set  on  a cooling  rack. 

To  make  the  glaze,  bring  the  water  and  honey  to  a boil 
in  a saucepan.  Turn  off  heat  and  add  the  6 ounces  of  fine- 
ly chopped  chocolate,  swirling  it  around  in  the  hot  liquid. 
Leave  it  for  a few  minutes  then  whisk  together.  Add  icing 
sugar  through  a fine  mesh  strainer  and  whisk  again  until 
smooth. 

Choose  your  plate  or  stand,  and  cut  out  4 strips  of 
waxed  paper  and  form  a square  outline  on  the  plate. 
When  you  sit  the  cake  on  the  plate  or  stand  to  ice  it,  the 
icing  will  not  run  out  all  over  the  plate. 

Unciip  the  tin  and  set  the  thoroughly  cooled  cake  on 
the  prepared  plate.  Pour  the  glaze  over  the  cold  honey  bee 
cake;  it  might  dribble  a bit  down  the  edges,  but  don’t 
worry  too  much  about  that.  The  glaze  stays  tacky  for 
ages,  so  ice  in  time  for  the  glaze  to  harden  a little,  at  least 
an  hour  before  you  want  to  serve  it. 


/ 

^ 

- - ' 

) LAURYSEN  ^ KITCHENS  ( 

M Just, 

imagine 

www.justimaginetravel.com  • 613-728-5717 

Winner  of  "The  Consumer's  Choice"  Award 
for  nine  consecutive  years! 

Voted  Best  Kitchen  Cabinet  Manufacturer 
in  the  Ottawa  Region 

Shana  Tova  to  our 
Friends  and  Family 

For  all  your  kitchen  and  vanity  design  needs,  contact 

Aviva  Ben-Choreen 

at  836-5353  ext.  321 
Happy  Men'  Year! 

2415  Carp  Road  www.laurvscnkitchens.com 

Happy  New  Year 
from  Just  Imagine  Travel 
and  the  Waserman  Family 

Made  with  Love 

Cindy  Feingold 

Apple  Streusel  Tart  with  Honey 


This  recipe  comes  from  the  November  2005  issue  of 
Bon  Appetit  magazine.  If  you  like  a very  sweet  tart,  use 
Royal  Gala  apples.  If  you  like  it  a bit  more  tart,  use 
Granny  Smith  apples. 

Crust 

1 3/4  cups  all  purpose  flour 

2 tablespoons  sugar 

1 teaspoon  cinnamon 
1/2  teaspoon  salt 

1/2  cup  (1  stick)  chilled  unsalted  butter 

or  pareve  margarine,  cut  into  1 /2-inch  cubes 
1/4  cup  honey 

2 large  egg  yolks 

1 tablespoon  ice  water 

Streusel 

1 cup  all  purpose  flour 
1/3  cup  sugar 

1 1/2  teaspoons  grated  lemon  peel 
1/2  teaspoon  vanilla  extract 

1/2  cup  (1  stick)  chilled  unsalted  butter 

or  pareve  margarine,  cut  into  1/2-inch  cubes 
Filling 
1/4  cup  sugar 

2 tablespoons  fresh  lemon  juice 
1 1/2  teaspoons  cornstarch 

1/4  teaspoon  ground  cinnamon 

3 cups  (packed)  grated  Royal  Gala 

or  Granny  Smith  apples  (about  4) 

For  crust,  mix  flour,  sugar,  cinnamon  and  salt  in 
processor.  Add  butter;  using  on/off  turns,  process  until 
mixture  resembles  coarse  meal.  Whisk  honey,  yolks  and 
1 tablespoon  ice  water  in  bowl.  Add  honey  mixture  to 
flour  mixture;  using  on/off  turns,  process  until  clumps 
form.  Gather  dough  into  ball;  flatten  into  disk.  Wrap  in 
plastic:  chill  1 hour. 

Roll  dough  out  on  floured  surface  to  12-inch  round. 
Transfer  to  10-inch  tart  pan  with  removable  bottom.  Press 
dough  onto  bottom  and  up  sides  of  pan.  Fold  overhang  in; 
press  to  form  double  layer.  Cover  and  chill  30  minutes  or 
up  to  1 day. 

For  streusel,  mix  all  ingredients  in  medium  bowl. 
Using  fingertips,  rub  in  butter  until  pea-size  clumps 
form.  Refrigerate  while  preparing  filling. 

For  filling,  preheat  oven  to  350°F.  Whisk  first  4 ingre- 
dients in  large  bowl  to  blend.  Add  grated  apples;  stir  to 
coat.  Transfer  to  crust,  spreading  evenly.  Sprinkle  streusel 
over.  Bake  until  streusel  is  golden  and  filling  is  bubbling, 
about  1 hour.  Cool.  (Can  be  made  8 hours  ahead.  Let 
' at  room  temperature.) 
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Picture  books  exemplify  the 


Giving  to  others  - whether  charitable  giving,  giving  of  one- 
self or  gift  giving  - is  a universal  experience.  For  Jews,  it  is 
also  a witzvah,  a good  deed.  On  Rosh  Hashanah,  that  good 
deed  in  the  form  of  tzedakah,  loosely  translated  as  charity,  is 
said  to  benefit  the  giver  as  well  as  the  recipient.  Tzedakah, 
along  with  prayer  and  repentance,  averts  “the  evil  decree.” 

The  following  two  picture  story  books  point  out  while  giv- 
ing is,  indeed,  a good  in  itself,  there  is  an  added  benefit  in  how 
the  gift  is  given  and  if  it  is,  in  some  way,  appropriate  for  the 
recipient. 

Even  Higher 
By  Richard  Ungar 
Tundra  Books  2007 
Unpaged.  Ages  7-10 

Richard  Ungar  s Even  Higher  is  a lighthearted  adaptation 
of  Yiddish  writer  I.  L.  Peretz’s  treasured  story  of  the  same 
name.  Magnificently  illustrated  in  visual  folklore  style  (think 
Marc  Chagall)  with  dense,  muted  watercolours  and  coloured 
pencil  on  paper.  Even  Higher  is  set  in  the  mythical  long  ago 
world  of  Eastern  Europe  shortly  before  Rosh  Hashanah. 

The  story  exemplifies  what  the  beloved  Rabbi  of  Nemirov 
describes  as  the  highest  form  of  giving  to  the  poor.  “And  an 
even  higher  kind  of  giving  is  when  the  identity  of  the  giver  is 
not  known  to  the  person  receiving  the  gift.”  Year  after  year,  the 
rabbi  does  exactly  that  on  the  day  before  Rosh  Hashanah.  But 
to  do  it  he  mysteriously  disappears  from  the  village,  returning 
at  nightfall. 

Over  the  years,  the  citizens  of  Nemirov  have  decided  that  on 
that  special  day  their  revered  rabbi  must  fly  up  to  heaven  to 
plead  their  case  for  forgiveness  before  God’s  very  throne.  Three 
boys,  however,  are  skeptical.  Yossi,  Menachem  and  Reuven 
agree  the  truth  must  be  known.  Reuven  will  spy  on  the  rabbi. 

And  spy  Reuven  does.  From  early  in  the  morning  to  night- 
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Deanna  Silverman 

fall  on  the  day  before  Rosh  Hashanah,  he  follows  the  rabbi, 
observing  every  action,  hearing  every  word.  What  Reuven  dis- 
covers astonishes  him.  But  what  will  he  tell  his  friends? 

Written  with  gentle  humour  and  sensitive  to  the  dignity  of 
the  story's  theme,  Ungar  brilliantly  balances  boyish  curiosity 
and  banter,  the  three  step  convention  of  storytelling  and  the 
ephemeral  aspects  of  folkloric  tales.  Even  Higher  soars. 

My  New  Shirt 
By  Cary  Fagan 
Illustrated  by  Dusan  Petricic 
Tundra  Books  2007 
Unpaged.  Ages  4 - 7 

My  New  Shirt  is  a thoroughly  modern,  thoroughly  hilarious 
take  on  gift  giving.  It  combines  the  notions  of  a young  boy 
receiving  the  same  annual  unwanted  birthday  present  from  a 
cleaner  than  clean  Bubbie  with  the  playfulness  and  fast-paced 
action  of  the  Gingerbread  Man. 

Add  some  Yiddish  word  play,  such  as  a dog  named  Pupik 
and  a bakery  called  the  Kuni  Lemmel  Bagel  Shop,  and  stereo- 
types, such  as  a stiff  white  shirt  turning  a young  boy  into  a 
"perfect  little  gentleman,”  and  both  reader  and  child  will  be 
laughing  as  loudly  as  1 was. 

What’s  a kid  like  David  to  do  when  his  beloved  Bubbie  s 


art  of  giving 


From  My  New  Shirt 
"surprise”  birthday  gift  is  always  a stiff  white  shirt?  Throw  it 
out  the  window,  he  thinks.  As  if  by  magic,  out  it  goes!  Pupik 
grabs  the  shirt  and  the  chase  begins.  Down  the  fire  escape, 
through  the  neighbour’s  vegetable  garden,  on  and  off  the  hair- 
dresser’s head,  into  Mr.  Zangwill's  bright  red  borscht  and  plop, 
into  the  bagel  bin. 

Not  to  worry.  Bubbie.  “the  maestro  of  washing  ” can  clean 
anything.  And  she  does.  So  guess  what  happens  next!  But  this 
time.  Bubbie  has  met  her  match,  promising  David  a different 
birthday  present  next  year. 

Presented  as  a photo  album,  the  watercolour  illustrations 
perfectly  match  and  enhance  the  zaniness  of  the  text.  Yiddish 
humour  is  alive,  well  and  flourishing  in  My  New  Shirt. 

From  my  family  to  yours,  we  wish  you  a New  Year  filled 
with  love,  health,  harmony  and  good  deeds.  Shanali  Tova 
Tikatavu\ 


A Fresh  Food  Store 

DISTRICT 

CORPORATION.  BROKER 

50  BAYSWATER  AVENUE 
OTTAWA,  ONTARIO  K1Y2E9 
Tel.:  (613)  759-8383  • Fax:  (613)  759-8448 

The  Freshest  Vegetables 
and  Sweetest  Fruit 

Shana  Tova 

• Organic  and  conventional  PRODUCE 
...  our  specialty 

• Fresh  cut  cheese  - Canadian  and  Imported 

Happy  New  Year 

• Vegetarian  alternatives 

to  the 
Ottawa 
Jewish 

• Gourmet  cooking  products 

• Bulk  spices,  coffee  and  tea 

• Selection  of  grains,  legumes  and  baking  supplies, 
including  organically  grown 

Community 

- Shana  Tova  - 

Since  1973  family  owned  and  operated 
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Volunteer  Corner  is  courtesy  of  the  Jewish  Federation 
of  Ottawa.  All  beneficiary  agencies  are  invited 
to  list  their  volunteer  opportunities. 

Volunteer  Opportunities 

JEWISH  FAMILY  SERVICES 

...  is  looking  for  help  in  the  following  areas: 

• NEW  - A blind  lady  in  the  Alta  Vista  area  is  looking  for 
someone  to  read  her  mail  to  her  weekly,  preferably  on  Mondays. 

• DESPERATELY  NEEDED:  drivers  to  deliver  kosher 
meals.  Weekly  or  monthly.  Mondays,  Wednesdays  or  Fridays. 

• MORE  DRIVERS  are  desperately  needed  to  help 
seniors  get  to  their  medical  appointments.  If  you  can  even  offer 
a couple  of  hours  a month,  please  call. 

• GUTTEN  TOG  PROGRAM  ...  Connect  with  a Jewish 
senior  living  in  a long-term  care  facility.  Visit  once  a week, 
once  a month! 

• A young  Jewish  senior  would  like  to  relocate  to  Ottawa. 
She  is  looking  for  board  and  room  in  exchange  for  light  house- 
keeping. If  you  are  looking  for  such  an  arrangement,  please  call 

us. 

• Senior  gentleman  needs  your  help  to  learn  how  to  use 
the  city  bus  (OC  Transpo)  to  get  around.  Have  some  time  to 
spare?  Give  us  a call. 

• Interested  in  going  out  for  a coffee/chat  and/or  playing 
Gin  Rummy  with  a Yiddish-  or  French-speaking  gentleman 
recently  back  in  Canada?  Gregarious,  outgoing  and  lives  in 
Craig  Henry. 

• The  Shalom  Bayit  Program  (to  prevent  violence  against 
Jewish  women)  is  currently  seeking  volunteers  to  sit  on  its 
Committee.  Interested?  Please  contact  Sarah  Caspi  at  613-722- 
2225  ext.  246. 

• Russian-speaking  seniors  need  your  help  to  improve 
their  English  skills.  No  teaching  background  required.  A cou- 
ple of  hours  per  week  in  the  Lincoln  Fields  and  Kanata  areas. 

• Do  you  feel  like  a country  drive?  We  have  a 90-year-old 
female  looking  for  a friendly  visitor.  She  lives  approximately  45 
minutes  east  of  Ottawa.  The  distance  is  far,  but  wouldn’t  it  be 
nice  to  help  someone  in  need  who  is  so  isolated? 

We  are  waiting  to  hear  from  you  at  (613)  722-2225. 

THE  BESS  AND  MOE  GREENBERG 
FAMILY  HILLEL  LODGE 

Did  you  know  the  Lodge  runs  programs  every  day? 

One  morning  or  afternoon  ...  Why  not  volunteer! 

• Attention  university  & high  achool  students  ...  On 
your  summer  break?  Our  recreation  department  could  always 
use  some  extra  help  ...  Gain  volunteer  hours  for  community  ser- 
vice requirement.  Duties  can  include:  accompanying  residents 
to  and  from  programs;  assisting  during  programs,  i.e.,  handing 
out  refreshments;  helping  residents  participate;  helping  with 
set-up;  being  a friendly  visitor,  making  someone's  day  a little 
more  special.  Activities  include  performances,  bingo,  baking, 
birthday  parties,  lectures,  outings,  Friday  morning  Oneg  Shab- 
bats  & much  more.  Afternoon  programs  are  regularly  scheduled 
between  1:30  and  3:30  pm.  Choose  your  time,  day  and  pro- 
gram! One  morning  or  afternoon  a week,  or  just  once  a 
month,  will  greatly  enhance  life  at  the  Lodge! 

• Reception  & administrative  help  Weekdays  assisting 
with  clerical  and  reception  duties. 

• Who  doesn’t  love  BINGO?  Monday  evening  BINGO 
needs  more  volunteers  . . . Every  second  week  from  7:00  to  8;  1 5 
pm,  come  lend  a hand  at  this  very  popular  event! 

• Entertainers  Got  a talent?  Performers  are  welcome  to 
apply  and  be  enjoyed  by  all! 

A little  time  goes  a long  way  at  the  Lodge! 

For  a registration  and  orientation  appointment. 
Please  call  613-728-3900  ext.  191 

Student*  welcome  (please  note:  children  under  the  age  of  14 
require  udull  accompaniment) 


Days  of  Awe,  days  of  contemplation 


The  10-day  period  between  Rosh  Hashanah  and  Yom  Kip- 
pur  is  referred  to  as  the  Yamim  Nora  'im,  or  the  Days  of  Awe. 
Rosh  Hashanah  is  also  referred  to  as  Yom  Tentali,  or  the  day 
of  the  Shofar,  used  in  ancient  times  to  awaken  the  populace 
to  important  events.  And  what  is  more  important  than  being 
roused  to  repent  one’s  ways?  Yom  Hazikaron  is  the  Day  of 
Remembrance  - of  things  past,  of  what  there  is  to  be  thank- 
ful for. 

The  following  two  books  will  help  you  focus  on  the  true 
meaning  of  these  days  of  soul-searching. 

A Code  of  Jewish  Ethics:  Volume  1,  You  Shall  Be  Holy 
By  Rabbi  Joseph  Telushkin 
Bell  Tower/Random  House 
Hardcover,  2006 


The  Book  Beat 


Kinneret  Globerman 


The  Wisdom  of  Judaism: 

An  Introduction  to  the  Values  of  the  Talmud 

By  Rabbi  Dov  Peretz  Elkins 
Jewish  Lights  Publishing 
Soflcover,  2007 


You  have  to  admire  Rabbi  Joseph  Telushkin.  He  is  a pro- 
lific contributor  to  contemporary  Jewish  life  and  Jewish 
teachings.  He  has  written  12  books  of  his  own,  most  of  them 
best-sellers  ( Jewish  Literacy  and  Biblical  Literacy  come  to 
mind),  and  three  more  with  other  authors.  His  reach  has  even 
exceeded  the  Jewish  community  through  book  adaptations 
for  TV  (a  PBS  series  based  on  The  Book  of  Jewish  Values ; 
episodes  of  ABC’s  The  Practice  based  on  an  Eye  for  an  Eye) 
and  specially  written  episodes  for  Touched  by  an  Angel.  The 
rabbi  is  also  a sought-after  speaker  and  was  in  Ottawa  a few 
years  ago  to  kick  off  the  Federation  annual  campaign. 

His  latest  offering  is  part  of  an  ambitious  undertaking. 
This  is  the  first  in  three  volumes  designed  to  bring  together, 
“3,000  years  of  Jewish  laws  and  suggestions  on  how  to 
improve  our  character  and  become  more  honest,  decent,  and 
just  people.” 

Rabbi  Telushkin  has  gathered  sources  from  the  Torah  and 
Prophets,  the  Talmud  and  Midrash,  the  Mussar  and  Chas- 
sidic  movements,  the  code  of  Jewish  law  and  contemporary 
Jewish  scholarship.  As  well,  he  has  mined  the  writings  of 
non-religious  Jewish  literature  - writers  like  Sholom  Ale- 
ichem  and  Dr.  Aaron  Lazare  (former  professor  of  psychiatry 
at  Harvard  who  wrote  a treatise  on  forgiveness  entitled  On 
Apology). 

Like  the  Torah  itself,  which  contains  613  laws  followed 
by  anecdotal  applications  of  those  laws.  Rabbi  Telushkin’s 
Code  of  Jewish  Ethics  does  the  same.  Stated  laws  are  fol- 
lowed by  stories  which  serve  to  imprint  the  message  or 
teaching  implied.  Divided  into  five  sections  - from  basic 
virtues  and  negative  character  traits,  to  God  and  ethics  and 
leading  a life  of  holiness  - each  section  lists  a code,  followed 
by  explanatory  paragraphs. 

Turn  to  any  section  (Forgiveness,  for  example)  to  find 
teachings  on  all  aspects  of  the  subject.  (In  this  section,  the 
sources  the  rabbi  cites  are  familiar  contemporaries;  Rabbi 
Zelig  Pliskin,  Rabbi  Abraham  Twerski,  Rabbi  Harold  Kush- 
ner,  to  name  a few.)  Some  of  the  stories  repeat  themselves 
in  other  sections  of  the  book  if  the  rabbi  has  deemed  them 
applicable  and  relevant.  It’s  an  informative  and  insightful 
resource. 

Rabbi  Telushkin  has  made  Jewish  thought  and  teachings 
accessible  to  every  Jew  in  his  previous  books.  This  newest 
one  is  a welcome  and  equally  important  addition  to  your 
Telushkin  reference  library. 


Every  civilization  throughout  history  has  influenced 
those  that  follow.  Complex  math  and  the  scientific  method 
have  been  attributed  to  the  ancient  Egyptians.  The  ancient 
Greeks  contributed  their  philosophers  and  the  drama  genre. 
The  Romans  influenced  law  and  architecture.  Jews  can 
claim  ethics,  justice  and  morality  as  theirs. 

“The  relentless  passion  of  the  Jewish  people,”  writes 
Rabbi  Elkins,  “has  been  about  how  to  grow  the  soul.” 

This  book  is  the  rabbi’s  attempt  to  distill  some  of  the 
teachings  on  soul  development  that  can  be  found  in  perhaps 
our  greatest  text,  The  Talmud. 

His  method  is  to  take  an  aphorism  (a  concise  maxim) 
and  apply  it  to  contemporary  life. 

Rabbi  Elkins  has  divided  his  book  into  six  sections  - 
from  human  relationships  and  kindness,  to  personal  and 
family  values,  teaching  and  learning  and  life’s  puzzles. 
Each  part,  in  turn,  has  been  divided  into  mini  two-page 
chapters  dealing  with  an  aspect  of  that  section.  For  exam- 
ple, in  the  section  on  family  values,  one  chapter  is  entitled, 
Choosing  a Partner,  and  the  aphorism  cited  is  from  Yevamot 
63a : “To  acquire  land,  make  haste.  To  pick  a mate,  deliber- 
ate slowly.” 

The  rabbi  then  develops  that  aphorism  into  a readable 
discussion  on  the  importance  of  choosing  one’s  iife  partner 
wisely.  In  the  same  section,  in  Unconditional  Love  (the 
aphorism  from  Avot  5:19 , “All  love  that  is  dependent  on  a 
motive,  when  the  motive  is  gone,  the  love  is  gone.  Love 
that  is  not  dependent  on  a motive  will  endure  forever.’’),  he 
asks  if  it’s  possible  to  love  someone  who  has  committed  a 
crime  or  done  evil  to  another  and  offers  his  views. 

While  much  of  his  writing  is  common  sense  (with  a 
decidedly  humanistic  bent),  it’s  also  engaging  and  the  val- 
ues espoused  are  worth  being  reminded  of  nonetheless. 
What  better  time  than  during  the  Days  of  Awe? 


At  the  Greenberg  Families  Library: 

The  new  fall  programming  begins.  The  Greenberg 
Families  Library  will  be  offering  film  series,  special 
lectures  and  more. 

Library  programs  are  offered  to  all  SJCC  and 
Library  members  with  presentation  of  a card.  Some 
programs  require  nominal  fees.  Contact  the  Library  for 
more  information. 


Are  you  enjoying  reading  this  community-wide 
issue  of  the  Bulletin? 

Are  you  a non-subscriber?  Change  that  today! 
Call  in  and  subscribe:  613-798-4696,  ext. 
Check  the  ad  on  page  40  for  more  details. 
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FOUNDATION  DONATIONS 


A gift  forever 

Ottawa  Jewish 
Community 
Foundation 
Donations 


To  make  a donation  and/or  send  a tribute  card, 

call  Bev  Glube  (613-798-4696  ext.  274) 

e-mail:  bglube@jewishottawa.com  • website:  www.ojcf.ca 


Join  us  in  building  our  community 
by  supporting  these  local  agencies 


SHIRLEY  AND  SHIER  BERMAN  FUND 
FOR  OTTAWA  JEWISH  ARCHIVES 
Maza!  Tov  to: 

Leon  and  Ruth  Katz  and  Family  on  their  grand- 
son, Aden  Jeffrey’s  Bar  Mitzvah  by  Shirley  and  Shier 
Berman. 

HILLEL  ACADEMY  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Anniversary  wishes  to: 

Susan  and  Mark  Kom  on  their  25th  wedding 
anniversary  by  Chick  and  Rose  Taylor. 

HILLEL  LODGE  LEGACY  FUND 
Anniversary  wishes  to: 

Ann  and  Mark  Dover  by  Dorothy  and  Ben 
Greenberg. 

Henry  Bloom  on  his  special  birthday  by  Dundi  and 
Lyon  Sachs. 


AKIVA  EVENING  HIGH  SCHOOL 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
GREENBERG  FAMILIES  LIBRARY 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
MENDEL  AND  VALERIE  GOOD 
HOLOCAUST  CONTINUING  EDUCATION  FUND 
HY  HOCHBERG 
MEMORIAL  LECTURE  FUND 
JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CEMETERY 
HOLOCAUST  MEMORIAL  FUND 
JEWISH  FAMILY  SERVICES  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
JEWISH  STUDENTS  ASSOCIATION  • HILLEL 
JEWISH  YOUTH  LIBRARY  OF  OTTAWA 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
DAVID  “THE  BEAR"  KARDASH 
CAMP  B'NAI  BRITH  MEMORIAL  FUND 
ADINA  BEN  PORAT  MACHON  SARAH 
TORAH  EDUCATION  FUND 
OTTAWA  JEWISH  CEMETERIES 
ZICHARON  FUND 

OTTAWA  JEWISH  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  FUND 
OTTAWA  MODERN  JEWISH  SCHOOL  FUND 
OTTAWA  POST  JEWISH  WAR  VETERANS  FUND 
DORIS  BRONSTEIN  TALMUD  TORAH 
AFTERNOON  SCHOOL  FUND 
OTTAWA  TORAH  INSTITUTE 
TORAH  EDUCATION  FUND 
MARTIN  GLATT  PARLIAMENT  LODGE 
B’NAI  BRITH  PAST  PRESIDENTS'  FUND 
RAMBAM  MAIMONIDES 
JEWISH  CONTINUITY  FUND 
GABY  SASSOON  FOR  VICTIMS  OF  TERROR 
IN  ISRAEL  MEMORIAL  FUND 
SOLOWAY  JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
EARLY  CHILDHOOD  EDUCATION  FUND 
JEWISH  MEN’S  SOFTBALL  LEAGUE  FUND 
SOLOWAY  JEWISH  COMMUNITY 
SUMMER  CAMP  SCHOLARSHIP  FUND 
SARA  AND  ZEEV  VERED  ISRAEL 
CULTURAL  PROGRAM  FUND 
SOLOWAY  JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 

SOLOWAY  JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
YOUTH  SERVICES  FUND 
TORAH  ACADEMY  OF  OTTAWA 
TORAH  EDUCATION  FUND 
YITZHAK  RABIN  HIGH  SCHOOL  FUND 
IN  MEMORY  OF  EVA  WINTHROP 
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The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Ottawa  Jewish 
Community  Foundation  acknowledges  with 
thanks  contributions  to  the  following  funds  as  of 
August  10, 2007. 

SARAABRAHAMSON  MEMORIAL  FUND 
Anniversary  wishes  to: 

Ann  and  Mark  Dover  on  their  45th  wedding 
anniversary  by  Uncle  Roy  and  Carol. 

MARY  AND  ISRAEL  (AL)  ALUCE 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

David  Allice  by  Beverly  and  Irving  Swedko. 
Anniversary  wishes  to: 

Gordon  and  Myra  Allice  by  Beverly  and  Irving 
Swedko. 

APPOTIVE  FAMILY  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

David  and  Edith  Appotive  on  their  65th  wedding 
anniversary  by  Howard,  Sharron,  Debra,  Sid,  David 
and  Sharon  Appotive  and  Families;  by  Ruth  and  Joe 
Vmer;  and  by  Eric  Appotive  and  Shannon  Appotive. 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Dave  Appotive  on  his  90th  birthday  and  Edith 
Appotive  on  her  85th  birthday  by  Ruth  and  Joe  Viner. 

ANNE  AND  LOUIS  ARRON  MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Laraine  Kaminsky's  father  Solly  Marcus  by 
Daphne  and  Stanley  Arron  and  Family. 

ABRAHAM  AND  RACHEL  BAROOK 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Honey  and  Jack  Baylin  on  the  birth  of  their  first 
great-grandson  by  Cynthia  and  Max  Weinstein. 

David  and  Joy  Kardis h on  the  birth  of  their  first 
grandson  by  Cynthia  and  Max  Weinstein. 

MARTIN  AND  ELLIE  BLACK 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

David  and  Joy  Kardish  on  becoming  grandparents 
by  Marty  and  Ellie  Black. 

In  memory  of: 

Miriam  Gordon  by  Marty  and  Ellie  Black. 

Birthday  wishes  to: 

Andy  Katz  on  his  special  birthday  by  Marty  and 
Ellie  Black. 

DR.  GERALD  BLOOM  MEMORIAL  FUND 
Anniversary  wishes  to: 

Lil  and  Norm  Levitin  on  their  50th  wedding 
anniversary  by  Ethel  Bloom  and  Sam. 

GOLDIE  AND  MORRIS  CANTOR 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Warm  wishes  to: 

Goldie  Cantor  on  her  move  to  Toronto  by  Fay 
Shulman. 

RABBI  DR.  EDWARD  Y.  CARDASH 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
R'fuah  Sh'lemah  to: 

Moshe  Kraus  by  Moe  Cardash. 

DAVID  AND  QUEENIE  COHEN 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  appreciation  to: 

Marlene  and  Howard  Cohen  by  David  and  Judy 
Kalin  and  Miriam. 

SANDI  AND  EDDY  COOK  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Kenneth  Katz  by  Sandi  and  Eddy  Cook  and 
family. 

Shimmy  Carlebach  by  Sandi  and  Eddy  Cook  and 
family. 
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Birthday  wishes  to: 

Andy  Katz  on  his  special  birthday  by  Sandi  and 
Eddy  Cook. 

NATHAN  AND  REBA  DIENER 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Anniversary  wishes  to: 

Jessie  and  Joe  Murray  on  their  50th  wedding 
anniversary  by  Reba  Diener. 

In  observance  of  the  Yahrzeit  of: 

Nathan  Diener,  a beloved  husband,  father  and 
grandfather  by  Reba  Diener  and  Family. 

In  memory  of: 

Charles  Sokler  by  John  and  Dayra  Diener  and 
Family, 

MORRIE  AND  HELEN  EISEN 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Helen  Eisen  on  her  80th  birthday  by  Jeff  and  Lois 
Eisen,  Hailey  and  Isaac,  Allan  and  Nat  and  Michael. 

JEFFREY  AND  LOIS  EISEN  FAMILY  FUND 
R’fuah  Sh'lemah  to: 

Jack  Sitverstein  by  Jeff  and  Lois  Eisen. 
Anniversary  wishes  to: 

Roz  and  Steve  Fremeth  on  their  35th  wedding 
anniversary  by  Jeff  and  Lois  Eisen. 

Speedy  recovery  to: 

Harriet  Sherman  by  Jeff  and  Lois  Eisen. 

CYNTHIA  AND  ABE  ENGEL 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Best  wishes  to: 

Goldie  Cantor  in  her  new  home  in  Toronto  by 
Cynthia  Engel. 

FRANK  AND  RITA  ENGELS 

FAMILY  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Lucette  Cairns  by  Rita  Engels. 

BARBARA  AND  LEN  FARBER 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Special  birthday  wishes  to: 

Barb  Farber  by  Carol  and  Stanley  Kershman. 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Barb  Farber  on  her  position  as  President  of  UIA 
Federation  Canada  by  Carol  and  Stanley  Kershman. 

ELLEN  AND  RAHAMIM  FATHI 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Speedy  recovery  to: 

Jack  Silverstein  by  Ellen,  Ray  and  Tamara  Fathi. 

JOSHUA  HILLEL  FINN  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  appreciation  to: 

Paul  and  Jo  Richler-Kleiman  by  Sharon  and  Paul 
Finn. 

FLORENCE  FAMILY  MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  observance  of  the  Yahrzeit  of: 

Esther  Smith,  a dear  mother  by  A.L.  Smith,  Anne 
and  Leanne. 

ROZ  AND  STEVEN  FREMETH  FAMILY  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Joy  and  David  Kardish  on  the  birth  of  their  grand- 
son by  Roz  and  Steve  Fremeth. 

FRAN  AND  SID  GERSHBERG  FAMILY  FUND 
Speedy  recovery  to: 

Nicky  Katz  by  Fran  and  Sid  Gershberg. 

STAN  AND  LIBBY  GLUBE  FAMILY  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Irving  Frisch  by  Arlene  and  Norman  Glube;  and  by 
Bev  and  Bryan  Glube  and  Family. 

Continued  on  page  68 
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JACK  AND  GERT  GOLDSTEIN 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Norma  White  by  Diane  and  Allen  Abramson. 


REBECCA  AND  DAVID  HOFFMAN 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Sheila  Baslaw  by  Inge  and  Al  Hoftman. 


HARRY  AND  ZENA  LEIKIN 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Anniversary  wishes  to: 

Fran  and  Ivan  Kesler  by  Barb  and  Lenny  Farber; 
and  by  Aunt  Libby  and  Unde  Stan  Katz. 


PINKUS  AND  YEHUDIT  NEWMAN 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
Health  and  happiness  to: 

Kaysa  and  Alfred  Friedman  in  their  new  home  by 
Marilyn  and  Will  Newman. 


PAULINE  GOTTHEIL 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Rachel  Stern  by  Dr.  Arthur  and  Mrs.  Ellen  Leader 
and  Jordana. 

BEN  (BERCHIK)  AND  IDA  GREENBERG 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
Anniversary  wishes  to: 

Max  and  Ellie  Greenberg  on  their  25th  wedding 
anniversary  by  Chick  and  Rose  Taylor. 

Mazal  Tov  to: 

Lily  Penso  on  being  honoured  by  Tamir  by  Chick 
and  Rose  Taylor. 

MICHAEL  GREENBERG  MEMORIAL  FUND 
Get  well  wishes  to: 

Is  Shinder  by  Reesa  Greenberg. 

GROSSMAN  KLEIN  FAMILIES  FUND 
Anniversary  wishes  to: 

Vera  and  Leslie  Klein  on  their  35th  wedding 
anniversary  by  Myra  and  Lester  Aronson;  and  by 
Chick  and  Rose  Taylor. 

HANSER  FAMILY  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  observance  of  the  Yahrzeit  of: 

Annie  Hanser  Lang,  a very  dear  aunt  by  Isabel 
and  Norman  Lesh  and  Family. 

MICHAEL  DANIEL  HILL  MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Yonah  Shiloni  by  the  Hill  Family. 

Mildred  Reiss  by  the  Hill  Family. 


LIBBY  AND  STAN  KATZ  FAMILY 
COMMUNITY  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Anniversary  wishes  to: 

Libby  and  Stan  Katz  by  Barbara,  Leonard,  Steven 
and  Michael  Farber;  and  by  Sally  and  Morton  Taller. 

ARTHUR  AND  SARAH  KIMMEL 
MEMORIAL  FUND. 

Special  birthday  wishes  to: 

Arthur  Kessler  by  Roslyn  and  Arnie  Kimmel. 

In  memory  of: 

Norma  White  by  Dan  and  Marilyn  Kimmel;  by 
Hildy  and  Steven  Lesh;  and  by  Isabel  and  Norman 
Lesh. 

DANIEL  AND  MARILYN  KIMMEL 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Marilyn  and  Dan  Kimmel  on  the  birth  ol  their 
grandson  by  Hildy,  Steven,  Maya  and  Dahlia  Lesh. 

SUSAN  AND  DAVID  KRIGER  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Special  birthday  wishes  to: 

Max  Smolkin  on  his  100th  birthday  by  Shirley  and 
Akiva  Kriger. 

RIVA  AND  ABRAHAM  KROLL  MEMORIAL  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Ellen  Lithwick  by  Yvonne  and  Harvey  Lithwick  and 
Family. 

IS5IE  AND  EDITH  LANDAU  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Bernie  Rachlin  on  his  65th  birthday  by  Edie  Landau. 


by  sending  a custom-designed 

Rosh  Hashanah  Tribute  Card 

to  your  friends  and  loved  ones! 
Make  your  donation  online  at 
www.OJCF.ca  or  call 
Bev  Glube,  Tribute  Card  Coordinator 
at  613.798.4696,  extension  274 

Ottawa  Jewish  C'ommunitv  Foundation 


NORMAN  AND  ISABEL  LESH 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Anniversary  wishes  to: 

Carol-Sue  and  Jack  Shapiro  on  their  40th  wedding 
anniversary  by  Isabel  and  Norman  Lesh. 

ARNOLD  AND  ROSE  LITHWICK  FAMILY 
COMMUNITY  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Freda  Lithwick  by  Yvonne  and  Harvey  Lithwick 
and  Family. 

In  memory  of: 

Robert  Myers  brother  by  Yvonne  and  Harvey 
Lithwick  and  Family. 

Anniversary  wishes  to: 

Marietta  and  Barry  Lithwick  by  Yvonne  and  Harvey 
Lithwick  and  Family.  =3A. 

Cindy  and  Richard  Stein  by  Yvonne  and  Harvey 
Lithwick  and  Family. 

Sol  and  Estelle  Gunner  on  their  45th  wedding 
anniversary  by  Yvonne  and  Harvey  Lithwick  and 
Family. 

SAMUEL  AND  LEEMA  MAGIDSON 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Norma  White  by  Trudy  and  Sheldon  Wiseman; 
and  by  Roslyn  and  Amie  Kimmel.. 

Irving  Frisch  by  Leema  Magidson  and  Family. 

ETHEL  AND  DAVID  MALEK 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
R'fuah  Sh'lemah  to: 

David  Malek  by  Edie  Landau. 

SEYMOUR  AND  JOY  MENDER  FAMILY  FUND 
Anniversary  wishes  to: 

Edith  and  Dave  Appotive  on  their  65th  wedding 
anniversary  by  Joy,  Seymour,  Jess,  David  and  Jared 
Mender. 

GERI  MIGICOVSKY  CICF  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE 
PINCHAS  ZUKERMAN  MUSIC  EDUCATION  FUND 
In  honour  of: 

Geri  Migicovsky  by  Reesa  Greenberg. 

JACK  AND  HONEY  MONSON 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

David  and  Joy  Kardish  on  the  birth  of  their  grand- 
son by  Dodie  and  Bram  Potechin;  and  by  Bonnie  and 
Chuck  Merovitz. 


EDITH  OKO  - HILLEL  LODGE  - 
SYNAGOGUE  TO  ASSIST  PEOPLE  FUND 
Good  health  to: 

Nikki  Ages  by  Sandy  Marchello. 

PREHOGAN  FAMILY  FUND  IN  MEMORY 
OF  AARON  HARRY  COHEN 
Congratulations  to: 

Ron  and  Avalee  Prehogan  on  their  son  Harris 
graduating  from  Dental  School  by  Rhoda,  Jeff, 
Howard  and  Sara  Miller. 

In  memory  of: 

Miriam  Gordon  by  Ron  Prehogan. 

Birthday  wishes  to: 

Solly  Patrontasch  by  Ron  and  Avalee  Prehogan. 
Speedy  recovery  to: 

Jack  Silverstein  by  Ron  Prehogan. 

FRANCES  AND  MORTON  ROSS  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Fran  and  Morton  Ross  and  Family  on  their  son 
Jonathan  graduating  with  a MD/PhD  by  Corinne  and 
Sheldon  Taylor  and  Family. 

Fran  and  Morton  Ross  on  the  engagement  of  their 
son  Jonathan  by  Corinne  and  Sheldon  Taylor  and 
Family. 

SAMUEL  AND  RUTH  ROTHMAN 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Susan  and  Stephen  Rothman  on  the  marriage  of 
Drew  to  Sarah  Rosenhek  by  Shelley.  Stuart,  Nina,  P.J. 
and  Marshall  Rothman. 

Ellen  and  David  Kardish  on  the  birth  of  their  son, 
Samuel  Noah  by  Sue  and  Steve  Rothman. 

SHELLEY  AND  SID  ROTHMAN  FAMILY  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Rachel  Stern  by  Shelley,  Stuart,  Nina,  P.J.  and 
Marshall  Rothman. 

Sid  Rothman  by  Carol  and  Stanley  Kershman  and 
Family. 

Miriam  Gordon  by  Shelley.  Stuart,  Nina,  P.J.  and 
Marshall  Rothman. 

R'fuah  Sh'lemah  to: 

Jack  Silverstein  by  Shelley  Rothman. 

AL  AND  BETTY  SEGAL  MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Les  Taller  by  Ned  and  Gail  Segal  and  Family. 

Continued  on  page  69 


McGarry  Family  Chapels 

Ijulse,  Playfair  &c  McGarry 

Part  of  Your  Community  Since  1925 


www.McGarryF  amily.ca 


In  time  of  need  or  pre-need 
v/e  can  serve  you 
from  any  of  our  locations. 

Our  Central  Chapel 
is  located  al 
315  McLeod  Street 


Canadian-Independent 


Brian  McGarry  CEO 

Tom  Flood  Sr  Vice  Pres  / Fineral  Dreclor 
Brett  McGarry  Funeral  Director  Assistant 

Robin  McGarry  Manager/  Funeral  Director 


Sharon  McGarry 
Patrick  McGarry 
Ivan  Silverman 
Toohey  Brown 


President 
Vce-Pres  funeral  Director 
Funeral  Director 
funeral  Director 


Telephone:  613-233-1143  Fax:  613-233-9166 
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Patrick  Whitley  by  Ned  and  Gail  Segal  and 
Family. 

ABRAHAM  AND  MARY  SHAFFER 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  observance  of  the  Yahrzeit  of: 

Beatrice  Zagon,  a dear  sister  by  Sheldon  and 
Sonia  Shaffer. 

HAROLD  SHAFFER  MEMORIAL  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Frances  Shaffer  by  Phyllis  and  Les  Weinstein. 

ISRAEL  AND  JENNIE  SHINDER 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
R’fuah  Sh'lemah  to: 

Is  Shinder  by  Libby  and  Stan  Katz. 

FAY  AND  JOSEPH  SHULMAN 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Tracey  Kronick  on  her  60th  birthday  by  Marcia  and 
Charles  Rak. 

JACK  AND  SARAH  SILVERSTEIN  FAMILY 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Speedy  recovery  to: 

Jack  Silverstein  by  Carol,  Laurie,  Byron  and  Noah 
Pascoe;  by  Elaine  Friedberg  and  Bob  Dale;  by  Ingrid 
and  Gerry  Levitz;  by  Bernie  and  Donna  Dolansky;  and 
by  Ethel  and  Irving  Taylor. 

SAM  AND  SUE  SLACK 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Rachel  Stern  by  David,  Sharon,  Ryan,  Jay  and 
Brody  Appotive. 

Mazal  Tov  to: 

David  and  Edith  Appotive  on  their  65th  wedding 
anniversary  by  Sue  Slack. 

HARRIET  AND  IRVING  SLONE 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Harriet  Slone  on  her  special  birthday  by  Dundi  and 
Lyon  Sachs. 

LAURA  AND  GORDON  SPERGEL 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Bill  Adler  by  Marla,  Mark,  Andrew,  Samantha  and 
Evan  Spergel. 

Mazal  Tov  to: 

Stan  and  Libby  Katz  on  their  wedding  anniversary 
by  Laura  and  Gordon  Spergel. 

Irving  and  Elaine  Singer  on  the  engagemenl  of 
their  granddaughter  by  Laura  and  Gordon  Spergel. 


DORIS  AND  RICHARD  STERN  FAMILY  FUND 
Congratulations  to: 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Glina  on  the  marriage  of  their 
daughter  by  Doris  and  Richard  Stern. 

MAX  AND  PHYLLIS  STERNTHAL  FAMILY  FUND 
In  honour  of: 

Ely  Lieff's  Bar  Mitzvah  by  Phyllis  and  Max 
Sternthal. 

CASEY  AND  BESS  SWEDLOVE 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Anniversary  wishes  to: 

Carol-Sue  and  Jack  Shapiro  on  their  40th  wedding 
anniversary  by  Libby  and  Stan  Katz. 

SAMUEL  AND  ANNE  TALLER 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Pearl  Simbrow  by  Morton  and  Sally  Taller. 

CHARLES  AND  RAE  TAVEL  MEMORIAL  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Janice  Pleet  on  the  occasion  of  Jonah's  Bar 
Mitzvah  by  Ellen  and  Stan  Magidson. 

CHARLES  AND  ROSE  TAYLOR 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Anniversary  wishes  to: 

Audrey  and  Steven  Taylor  by  Chick  and  Rose 
Taylor. 

LISE  AND  MARK  THAW  FAMILY  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Mark  Thaw  on  his  50th  birthday  by  Michelle  and 
Richard  Sachs;  and  by  Mark  and  Cindi  Resnick. 

STEPHEN  AND  GAIL  VICTOR 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Good  health  to: 

Marilyn  Samuels  by  Sandy  Marchello. 

HARRY  AND  RAE  WEIDMAN  MEMORIAL  FUND 
Good  health  and  happy  and  healthy  New  Year  to: 

Roz  and  Myles  Taller  by  Rena  and  Max  Cohen. 

ROBERT  WENER  AND  LYNNE  ORECK  WENER 
FAMILY  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Frieda  Ullman  on  his  90th  birthday  by  Lynn  Oreck 
Wener,  Bobby  Wener,  Taryn,  Eleni  and  Hart. 

Genevieve  Freeman  on  her  50th  birthday  by  Lynn 
Oreck  Wener,  Bobby  Wener,  Taryn,  Eleni  and  Hart. 

IRVING  AND  DIANE  WEXLER  FAMILY  FUND 
Congratulations  to: 

Michael  and  Muriel  Wexler  on  the  marriage  of  their 


CARLSON  WAGONX.IT  TRAVEL 
EXCXUSIVE  TOURS 

‘Upcoming  group  departures 

• Eastern  Europe  Jewish  Heritage  Tour. October  14-25, 

• Bridge  Cruise  with  Liz  Schwartz  Panama  Canal January  12-22, 

• Canyon  Ranch  Ladies'  Getaway  (Pre-register  now) May  26-30, 

• India— Land  of  the  Maharajas February 

PARTICIPANT  NUMBERS  LIMITED  TO  ENSURE  QUALITY 
CALL  FOR  DETAILS: 

CHRIS  CALDER,  ext  229  II  SANDRA  GRANATSTEIN,  ext  224 

Experienced  travel  professionals  • Accessible,  responsive  service  and  support 
Israel  specialists  * Competitive  Airfares  * Package  tours  * Cruises 
Independent  travel  planning  assistance  * Support  of  the  international  Carlson  network 

Carlson  Wagonlit Travel  613-238-4040 

130  Albert  St.  Suite  714,  Ottawa,  ON.  KIP  5G4 

ccalder(rr;carlsonwagonlit.ca  //  sgrjnatstein(«jcarlsonwagonlit.ca 


2007 

2008 
2008 
2009 


son  Shawn  to  Ebba  Samuelson  by  Sandy  Marchello. 

ZIPES  KARANOFSKY  FAMILY 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Laraine  Kaminsky’s  father  Solly  Marcus  by  Rick 
and  Helen  Zipes  and  family. 

Speedy  recovery  to: 

Diane  Robinson  by  Rick  and  Helen  Zipes  and 
family. 


Contributions  may  be  made  online  at 
www.ojcf.ca  or  by  phoning  Bev  Glube  at  613-798- 
4696  extension  274,  Monday  to  Friday.  We  have 
voice  mail.  Our  e-mail  address  is  bglube@jew- 
ishottawa.com. 

Attractive  cards  are  sent  to  convey  the  appro- 
priate sentiments.  All  donations  are  acknowl- 
edged with  an  official  receipt  for  income  tax  pur- 
poses. 

We  accept  Visa,  MasterCard  and  Amex. 


Wishing  you 
and  your  family 
a happy  and  healthy 
New  Year! 

May  you  find  peace 
and  prosperity 
in  the  coming  year 

N. 

Ottawa  Jewish  Community  Foundation 


An  unveiling 

in  memory  of 

Casey 

Swedlove 

will  take  place 

Sunday, 

September  9, 2007 

at  11:00  am 

Bank  Street  Cemetery 
Agudath  Israel  Section  7 
Family  and  friends 
are  welcome  to  attend 


An  unveiling 

in  loving  memory  of 

William  (Bill) 
Kahansky 

will  take  place 

Sunday, 

September  9,  2007 

at  10:30  am 

Bank  Street  Cemetery 
Machzikei  Hadas 
Family  and  friends 
are  welcome  to  attend 


HELPING  HAND  ? 

We  Can  Help! 


Nursing 
Personal  Care 
Case  Management 
Home  management 
Senior  & Dementia  Care 
Clinic/Facility  Staffing 
Accident/Surgical  Recovery 
Give  us  a call  - Advice  is  Free. 


Homewatch 


Carei 


?ers 

On  Call 
24  hours 
7 Days  a week! 


! 

■ V.-.-. 


Wendy  Birkhan 

Registered 
?9cial  Wgrk£t_ 


Brian  Levitan 

Certified 

Senior  Advisor 

Cornelia  Necdla 

Registered 
Social  Worker 

Les  lee  Balsam 

Early  Childhood 
Education 

7-homewatchcaregivers.com/ottawa  \ 613  - 730  - 2188 


ALZHEIMERS/MEMORY  Concerns— Free  Consultation 
Our  Non-Medicinal  1 on  I Program  has  Remarkable  Results 


♦ ♦ ♦ 
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Best  wishes  for  a sweet, 
happy  and  healthy  New  Year. 
Shana  Tova 

Mitchell  Bellman,  Nicola  Hamer 
Emma , Noah  andAbby 


May  you  be  inscribed 
for  a year  of  joy 
and  blessings. 

Jessie  and  Joe 
Murray 


May  you  be  inscribed 
for  a year  of  joy 
and  blessings. 

Laura  Greenberg 
and  family 


May  you  and  your  family 
be  richly  blessed  in  the  new  year 
with  health,  happiness, 
peace  and  prosperity. 

Ron,  Avalee,  Harris  and  Dara  Prehogan 


From  our  family  to  yours,  best  wishes 
for  a healthy  and  happy  new  year. 
Shana  Tova. 

Mendy,  Jason, 

Natalie  and  James  Taller 


From  our  family  to  yours,  best  wishes 
for  a healthy  and  happy  new  year. 
Shana  Tova. 

Archie  and  Linda  Cogan 
Lisa,  Jayme,  Tara,  Liam  and  Jasper 


May  you  and  yours  be  richly  blessed 
throughout  the  coming  year 
with  health,  peace  and  prosperity. 

Ian,  Randi,  Jonathan , 
Matthew  and  Adam  Sherman 


May  you  be  inscribed 
for  a year  of  joy 
and  blessings. 

Joel,  Heather, 
Matthew  and  Amanda 
Braverman 


Best  wishes  for  a healthy 
and  happy  New  Year.  Shana  Tova. 

Rickie  and  Martin  Saslove 


Best  wishes  for  a healthy 
and  happy  New  Year.  Shana  Tova. 

Vivien  Frenkel,  David  Moher 
Ester  and  Sophie 

May  you  and  yours  be  richly  blessed 
throughout  the  coming  year 
with  health,  peace  and  prosperity. 

Chick  and  Rose  Taylor 

From  our  family  to  yours,  best  wishes 
for  a healthy  and  happy  new  year. 
Shana  Tova. 

Liz,  Arnie,  Ariel,  Danya,  Jordana, 
Alexandra,  Michael  and  Tori  Vered 

From  our  family  to  yours, 
we  wish  you 

a year  of  peace  and  prosperity, 
health  and  happiness. 

Linda,  Steven,  Jessica  and  Lome  Kerzner 

Best  wishes  for  a healthy 
and  happy  New  Year.  Shana  Tova. 

Laya  and  Ted  Jacobsen 


Best  wishes  for  a healthy 
and  happy  New  Year.  Shana  Tova. 

Walter,  Karen, 

Steven  and  Mitchell  Fogel 


Best  wishes  for  a healthy 
and  happy  New  Year.  Shana  Tova. 

Rhoda  and  Jeffrey  Miller 
Howard  and  Sara 


May  the  new  year 
bring  all  the  blessings 
of peace, 
health 

and  prosperity. 
Shana  Tova. 

The  Staff 
of  the 
Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin 


— 
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The  knish  guys  square  off  in  the  race  to  end  all  races 


To  commemorate  our  30th  Have  a Knish  column  in  the  last 
OJB,  we’re  going  to  tell  you  about  an  event  that  truly  tested  our 
friendship. 

There  has  always  been  a competitive  edge  between  us.  Most 
people  think  of  us  as  an  old  married  couple.  We  neither  deny 
nor  agree  with  this  assessment. 

For  the  longest  time,  Paul  spoke  about  how  much  faster  a 
runner  he  is  compared  to  Byron.  Paul  challenged  Byron  to  a 
foot  race  because  Byron  wouldn’t  admit  that,  even  if  they  raced 
1,000  times,  he  could  never  beat  Paul. 

When  word  got  out  to  our  friends  that  we  were  actually 
going  to  have  a race,  they  called  it  “juvenile,”  "weird"  and 
“kind  of  idiotic.” 

We  agreed  with  them  but  added,  this  might  be  one  of  the 
most  important  events  we  ever  take  part  in. 

As  for  the  location,  the  choice  was  our  high  school  track. 
While  at  Sir  Robert  Borden,  gym  was  Byron’s  worst  class, 
earning  just  a 60  per  cent  grade  and  making  him  seriously  con- 
sider being  a contestant  on  NBC’s  The  Biggest  Loser.  His  least 
favourite  part  was  running  the  track.  Paul,  on  the  other  hand,  is 
an  avid  runner. 

We  were  asked  many  questions  leading  up  to  the  race 
including  what  we  thought  the  advantages  of  our  competition 
were. 

Byron  felt  Paul  had  more  physical  advantages.  "He’s  thin  as 
a stick  and  the  wind  can  carry  him  around  the  track  faster.” 

Paul  claimed  the  only  advantage  that  Byron  had  is  that  he’s 
a typical  movie  underdog.  “However,  this  is  real  life  and  Byron 
really  doesn’t  have  any  advantages.  He  is  just  a walking  moun- 
tain of  fat." 

To  remind  everyone  of  this,  on  the  back  of  Paul’s  cus- 
tomized race  T-shirt  was  a picture  of  Byron  eating  a hamburg- 
er with  the  caption  “Byron  is  fat."  Byron’s  race  day  shirt  said. 


“Team  Pascoe.” 

We  were  asked  to  compare  each  other  to  an  animal. 

“He  would  be  a sloth  with  really,  really  bad  breath.  Breath 
so  bad  it  kills  plants  before  he  can  even  eat  them  so  he  starves,” 
said  Paul. 

“I’d  compare  Paul  to  a giraffe,  definitely  not  because  of  his 
height,  but  because  giraffes  have  a hard  time  seeing  what’s 
below  them.  1 hope  I can  find  a way  to  sneak  by,”  said  Byron. 

Many  race  posters  were  made,  including  propaganda 
posters  promoting  one  of  our  victories. 

Tensions  were  high  in  the  weeks  leading  up  to  the  highly 
anticipated  and  hyped  (by  us)  race.  While  we’re  the  best  of 
friends  and  business  partners,  we  had  a media  blackout.  No 
calls,  no  e-mails,  no  communication  between  us  for  a few 
weeks.  It’s  like  how  the  bride  and  groom  don’t  see  each  other 
before  the  chuppah! 

A weird  mood  set  the  tone  and  there  seemed  to  be  a dis- 
tance between  us.  This  inspired  us  to  ensure  we  had  fire  with- 
in to  win  the  race. 

One  of  many  controversies  leading  up  to  race  day  included 
‘the  doughnut.' 

Paul  wrote  in  his  blog  he  has  never  felt  so  confident  as  he 
does  in  beating  Byron  in  a race.  “I  will  be  swallowing  the 
sweet  juice  of  victory  as  I smoke  Byron  across  the  finish  line. 
I don’t  even  have  to  move.  I could  eat  donuts  [sic]  for  three 
straight  weeks,  then  race  Byron  and  win  by  like  a mile.  I 
declare  victory,"  wrote  Paul. 

Byron  unsuccessfully  tried  to  get  Paul  to  eat  doughnuts 
leading  up  to  the  race.  When  Byron  brought  a doughnut  to  the 
race,  it  ended  up  being  to  his  own  detriment  as  he  took  a bite 
out  of  the  doughnut  in  his  pre-race  speech  and,  then  saw  it 
again  shortly  in  another  form. 

The  night  before  the  race,  Paul  ate  a nice  healthy  meal  of 


Start  over  again  at  Rosh  Hashanah 


Have  you  ever  had  the  feeling  you  would  like  to  start 
things  over?  You  know,  you  messed  up  a bit  and  it  would  be 
just  great  if  you  just  begin  again,  clean  the  slate  and  start 
fresh? 

Well,  have  I got  a deal  for  you!  On  Rosh  Hashanah,  you 
can,  if  you  wish  and  are  ready  to  act,  do  just  that.  Just  make 
sure  you  do  it  before  Yom  Kippur. 

All  you  have  to  do  is  return,  that's  right,  just  come  back. 
OK,  if  you’re  a big  sinner,  you  might  have  to  come  back  a 
long  way  but  nevertheless,  here’s  your  chance.  All  you  have 
to  do  is  say  mea  culpa  (I’m  pretty  sure  it’s  something  like 
that  although  I’m  not  sure  I’ve  got  the  right  religion). 

If  you’re  Jewish,  you  get  to  confess  to  everybody  else’s 
sins  as  well  as  your  own  on  the  High  Holidays  because,  you 
may  be  surprised  to  hear  this,  we’re  all  in  this  together.  You 
know,  all  the  long  lists  of  bad  things  you  get  to  beat  yourself 
up  for  even  though  it  is  really  your  neighbour  who  did  them. 

Apparently,  it's  also  never  too  late  to  say,  “I’m  sorry." 
There  is  a catch.  You  have  to  mean  it.  It’s  not  like  the  apolo- 
gy you  offered  when  caught  by  the  teacher  sneaking  out  of 
class.  You  were  sorry,  for  sure,  sorry  for  being  caught.  Now 
you  have  to  mean  it  in  a different  way.  Now  you  have  to  be 
genuinely  interested  in  being  forgiven  and  in  not  doing 
things  the  same  way  in  the  future. 

Hey,  I know  it’s  harder  than  it  sounds.  But  that’s  the  bot- 
tom line.  And  if  you  harmed  somebody  else,  you  have  to  ask 
them  personally. 

The  Creator  is  pretty  much  a pushover,  ready  to  forgive, 
at  the  least  sign  you  are  taking  a step  towards  Him.  People 
are  a harder  nut  to  crack.  Not  that  you  should  crack  anything, 
cholile.  But  you  have  to  try.  You  get  three  tries. 

So  who  do  you  think  invented  baseball? 

I am  not  sure  if  you’re  out  if  you  fail  on  your  third  swing 
at  asking  forgiveness.  I will  consult  with  people  who  know 
more  about  baseball  than  I do.  Any  rabbis  in  the  house? 


Humour  mer 
please 

Rubin  Friedman 

And  then  you  have  to  start  acting  on  your  new  way  of 
being.  Apparently  it’s  not  enough  to  just  say  or  think  how 
you're  going  to  do  things  differently.  You  actually  have  to  do 
them  differently.  That’s  why  it’s  no  good  making  New  Year’s 
resolutions  because  those  are  all  things  we  usually  never  get 
around  to  doing.  They’re  things  we  like  to  think  of  - in  the 
future  some  time. 

Sometimes,  I get  the  feeling  that  the  Creator  was  in  exact- 
ly this  position  when  He  invented  the  holiday  (and  all  of  cre- 
ation) in  the  first  place.  That  is,  maybe  it  wasn't  the  first 
place.  Maybe  we  all  get  a chance  to  start  over  because  He 
knows  what  it’s  like  to  begin  again. 

You  see,  maybe  you  and  I and  the  dog  are  really  new 
improved  versions  of  something  that  came  before.  But  if 
that’s  so,  I hope  there  is  still  room  for  improvements.  Other- 
wise we  may  all  have  to  be  sent  back  to  the  factory.  1 don’t 
think  anybody  wants  to  live  to  see  that  massive  recall. 

So  don’t  lose  this  once-a-year  opportunity  to  restart  your 
engine.  You  don’t  know  how  long  it’s  going  to  be  serviceable 
and  running. 

I wish  you  a sweet  and  healthy  year,  but  what  you  do  for 
yourself  will  probably  help  more  to  achieve  this  than  my 
good  wishes.  Just  make  sure  to  do  the  right  thing! 

This  is  a recorded  message.  It  will  start  again  in  another 
year. 
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Have 

a 

Knish 

Paul  Telner 

Byron  Pascoe 

chicken  and  salad  (no  knishes,  they  slow  you  down).  Byron 
spent  part  of  his  night  at  East  Side  Marios  and  rumour  has  it  he 
may  have  ordered  nachos. 

Finally,  the  day  had  come.  It  was  hot  and  sunny  with  a high 
of  29.  Paul  arrived  to  win.  Byron,  on  the  other  hand,  just  want- 
ed to  have  it  over  with. 

There’s  something  so  simple  and  honest  about  a foot  race. 
However,  we  were  still  tested  for  steroids  the  night  prior  and 
passed  with  flying  colours,  but  hints  of  lox  were  found  in  our 
blood. 

We  arrived  in  separate  cars  to  the  two-lap  race  around  the 
track.  People  from  everywhere  (as  far  as  Craig  Henry)  came 
out  to  see  two  morons  with  way  too  much  time  on  their  hands 
battle  it  out. 

After  months  of  talk,  anticipation,  excitement,  roasting, 
more  roasting  and  suspense,  the  time  had  finally  come.  It  felt 
like  the  American  Idol  finale.  Fans  brought  lawn  chairs,  signs 
and  their  vocal  chords  to  cheer  whoever  they  wanted  to  win. 
We  each  gave  a speech,  dug  our  feet  into  the  starting  line ...  and 
then  with  the  sound  of  a gun.  we  were  off ... 

To  see  The  Race,  visit  youlube.com/pauhelner. 

There  is  a mature  content  warning  on  the  race  video  itself, 
specifically,  Paul's  pre-race  speech  and  Byron’s  post  race 
health  situation. 

After  the  race,  once  we  decided  to  talk  again,  we  went  out 
for  dinner  to  Stella  Osteria.  Paul  spent  a lot  of  time  talking  up 
the  waitresses  while  Byron  dived  into  the  vast  alcohol  menu  to 
see  what  would  help  him  relax.  We  sat  in  the  main  dining  room 
overlooking  the  patio  and  street  and  agreed  to  never  race  again! 

The  great  meal  led  to  another  typical  Byron/Paul  moment. 
We  couldn’t  find  the  car! 

Have  a knish! 


With  wings  on  their  heels 
and  hope  in  their  hearts. 
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THE  RACE 


A story  that  deserves  to  be  told. 
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WHAT’S  GOING  ON 

September  3 to  1 6 , 2007 


sonon  tova 

ROSH  HASH  AS^/\\A 
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CANDLELIGHTING 

BEFORE 

Sep  7 7:12  pm 

EREV  ROSH  HASHANAH 
Sep  12  *>  7:02  pm 

ROSH  HASHANAH 
Sep  13  <*  after 
8:03  pm 
Sep  14  $ 6:58  pm 

EREV  YOM  KIPPUR 
Sep  21  $ 6:45  pm 

Fast  begins  6:59  pm 


WEDNESDAY 
SEPTEMBER  5 
SJCC,  Celebrate  & Save 
Open  House  for  all  ages  (Septem- 
ber 5-9). 

Ottawa  B’nai  Brith  Bowling 
League  2007-2008  Bowling  Sea- 
son Registration,  McArthur  Bowl- 
ing Lanes,  175  McArthur  Avenue, 
6:00  pm. 

The  Greenberg  Families 
Library  Ottawa  Jewish  Film  Soci- 
ety presents  the  documentary 
Hats  of  Jerusalem.  Filmmaker 
Nati  Adler  presents  the  stories 
behind  the  various  types  of  head 
gear  encountered  on  the  streets 
of  Jerusalem,  7:30  pm. 

THURSDAY 
SEPTEMBER  6 
Congregation  Beth  Shalom 
and  Na'amat,  "The  Secret,"  a 
book  review  followed  by  presen- 
tation by  Laugh  with  Me  facilita- 
tor Suzi  Sauve,  Congregation  Beth 
Shalom,  151  Chapel  Street, 
7:00  pm. 


Canadian  Friends  of  Peace 
Now,  World  Interaction  Modiale 
and  One  Voice  Ottawa  present 
"Encounter  Point,"  film  on  build- 
ing bridges  between  Israelis  and 
Palestinians,  refreshments  and 
informal  dialogue  afterwards, 
Library  and  Archives  Canada,  395 
Wellington  Street,  7:00  pm, 
Florence  Melton  School 
information  night,  7:30  pm.  Info: 
Maxine  Miska  at  613-798-9818  ext. 
263  or  mmiska@jccotttawa.com. 

SATURDAY, 
SEPTEMBER  8 
Agudath  Israel  Congregation 
presents  a Selichot  Concert, 

main  Sanctuary,  10:30  am. 

SUNDAY, 
SEPTEMBER  9 
SJCC,  Celebrate  & Save  pre- 
sents a children’s  play  "A  Fairy 
in  the  Mirror"  by  Groupo  55,  free 
admission  for  Chai  members 
only,  non-members  $18.00  per 
family,  2:00  pm. 


The  Inez  and  Joseph 
Zelikovitz  Settlement  Unit  of 
Jewish  Family  services  presents 
Kleztory,  renowned  Montreal 
Klezmer  band,  Library  and 
Archives  Canada,  395  Wellington 
Street,  2:00  pm.  Tickets:  613-722- 
2225. 

TUES0AY,  SEPTEMBER  11 
Israeli  Folkdancing,  Hillel 
Academy,  31  Nadolny  Sachs  Pri- 
vate, beginner  steps,  6:30  pm, 
beginner  dances,  7:00  pm;  interme- 
diate and  advanced  teaching  and 
request  dancing,  8:15  pm. 

SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  16 
Congregation  Beth  Shalom, 
Kever  Avot  Service,  Bank  Street 
Cemetery,  11:00  am. 


COMING  SOON 

MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER  17 

Canadian  Guide  Dogs  for  the  Blind,  which  has  donated 
several  dogs  to  its  Israeli  counterpart,  annual  golf  tournament, 
Rideau  View  Country  Club.  Info:  613-692-7777. 

TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  18 

Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa  Annual  Campaign  2008  Kickoff, 
World  ofJewtopia,  Centrepointe  Theatre,  7:30  pm. 
Tickets:  613-798-4696,  exL  232. 

THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  20 
Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa,  Information  Session  for 
community  Mission  to  Israel/Adult  March  of  the  Living,  7:00  pm. 
Info:  613-798-4969,  ext.  232. 

MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER  24 

Ottawa  Jewish  Historical  Society  lecture,  Hymie  Reichenstein 
speaks  about  The  Art  of  Jewish  Genealogy, 

Agudath  Israel  Synagogue,  7:30  pm. 

SUNDAY,  OCTOBER  7 

"Footprints,  the  20th  Century  Jewish  Exodus  from  Moslem 
Lands,"  a special  event  for  Israel  Advocacy  and  Tikkum  Olam, 
Library  and  Archives  Canada,  7:00  pm. 

Info:  613-737-5006. 


Unless  otherwise  noted,  activities  take  place  at  The  Joseph  and  Rose  Ages  Family  Building,  21  Nadolny  Sachs  Private. 


This  information  is  taken  from  the  community  calendar  maintained  by  the  Jewish  Community  Campus  of  Ottawa  Inc.  Organizations  which  would  like  their  events  to  be  listed,  no  matter  where  they  are  to  be  held,  should  make  sure  they  are 
recorded  by  Brenda  Schafer,  calendar  coordinator  at  798-9818  ext.  265.  We  have  voice  mail.  Accurate  details  must  be  provided  and  all  events  must  be  open  to  the  Jewish  public.  You  may  fax  to  798-9839  or  email  to  bschafer@jccottawa.com. 


ESTBORO 

FLOORING  & DECOR  INC. 


Quality  ♦ Latest  Styles  ♦ Professional  Service  ♦ Comfortable  Shopping  Environment  ♦ Expertise 


Westboro  Flooring  & Decor  is  the  ONLY  place 
to  buy  flooring  and  window  coverings. 

195  Colonnade  Rd  S.  ♦ 613-226-3830  ♦ www.westboroflooring.com 


*§*  Jim  Watson,  MPP 


2249  Carl i nij  Avenue  Suite  201.  Ottawa.  ON  K2B  7E9 
Phone,  613  Z21-0075  Pa*:  613  721  5736 
E mail:  jwatson  mpp.co*  liberal. olj.orn 
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Can  I help? 


| Condolences  | 

Condolences  are  extended 

Ann  Silverstone 

to  the  families  of: 

Helen  Shusterman 

Maurice  Ben-Kalifa 

Pearl  Takefman 

Ilona  Gal,  Montreal 

Beatrice  Wright 

(mother  of  Miriam  Gal  Taub) 

Max  Yegendorf,  Montreal 

Edna  Goldfarb 

(father  of  Howard  Yegendorf) 

Solomon  Kronick 

Joseph  Loomer,  Calgary 

May  their  memory 

Ghita  Schneiderman,  Montreal 

be  a blessing 

(sister  of  Stephen  Schneiderman) 

always. 

The 

Condolence 
Column 
is  offered 
as  a 

public  service 
to  the  community. 
There  is  no  charge. 
For  a listing 
in  this  column, 
please  call 
Bev  Glube, 

613-798-4696,  ext.  274. 
Voice  mail 
is  available. 


Bulletin 

DEADLINES 

September  10  for  October  1 
October  3 for  October  22 
October  1 7 for  November  5 
October  31  for  November  19 
November  14  for  December  3 * 

* Community-wide  Issue  (subject  to  change) 


